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September  3,  2002 

Dear  Rare  Coin  Review  reader, 

I  am  delighted  to  let  you  know  that  A1  Pinkall  has  been  named  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  as  the  director  of  our  Coin  Gallery  division,  which  constitutes  the  buying,  selling, 
and  managing  of  our  vast  inventory  of  United  States  coins,  currency,  and  other  numismatic 
items,  including  the  enticing  specimens  showcased  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

We  have  been  very  impressed  with  Al’s  reputation,  knowledge,  and  work  with  his  past 
clients.  I  expect,  now  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  team,  he  will  make 
many  more  numismatic  friends.  This  merging  of  numismatic  talent — the  inventory,  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  quality  of  Al’s  long-established  Gold  Rarities  Gallery  with  our  own  internationally 
known  firm — will  be  beneficial  to  all  concerned. 

I  look  forward  to  working  closely  with  Al  Pinkall  on  the  acquisition  of  collections,  indi¬ 
vidual  rare  pieces,  and  other  items  of  interest  and  importance.  Al  is  just  down  the  hall  from 
my  office,  and  already  we  have  discussed  a  multitude  of  projects  that  Pm  sure  you  will  find 
exciting  as  they  unfold  over  the  next  few  months.  Al  and  I  stand  ready  to  help  you  huild  a 
beautiful  and  meaningful  collection! 

Sincerely  yours, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

President  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

l _ _ / 


I  hope  you’ve  had  a 
nice  summer.  Here  in 
the  Lakes  Region  of 
New  Hampshire  the 
weather  has  been  de¬ 
lightful,  the  state  has 
experienced  a  12%  in¬ 
crease  in  tourism,  and 
Lake  Winnipesaukee 
out  of  my  office  window 
has  been  filled  with 
pleasure  boats  (motor¬ 
ized,  sailboats,  Sea- 
Doos,  and  canoes,  plus  more  kayaks 
than  I’ve  seen  before).  There’s  some¬ 
thing  nice  about  vacation  time,  and  I 
hope  you’ve  had  your  share  of  fun. 

In  the  pages  to  follow  you  will  find 
many  new  purchases,  quality  items 
from  our  inventory,  and  other  things 
which  I  hope  will  entice  you.  Building 
a  fine  coin  collection  piece  by  piece, 
over  a  long  period  of  time,  is  a  very 
stimulating  pursuit.  Moreover,  in  re¬ 
cent  times  more  than  just  a  few  people 


have  appreciated  that  a 
rare  coin  collection 
can  be  a  marvelous 
store  of  long-term 
value,  a  very  good 
place  to  have  placed 
funds  now  and  then. 
Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we 
have  had  more  than 
our  share  of  old-time 
collections.  To  my 
knowledge,  of  the 
countless  collections  we’ve  bought  out¬ 
right  or  handled  at  auction,  not  a 
single  person — not  even  one— who 
formed  a  collection  over  a  period  of 
two  decades  or  more  has  done  any¬ 
thing  other  than  make  a  nice  profit! 
How  nice  it  has  been  that  one’s  favor¬ 
ite  hobby  has  in  many  instances 

proved  to  be  a  fantastic  investment  as 
well! 

My  gosh!  This  is  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  No.  149.  And,  when  we  started 


with  No.  1 ,  we  already  had  quite  a  few 
earlier  magazines  that  were  not  part  of 
th  e  sequence.  Coming  up  is  No.  1  50, 
and  we  are  planning  a  very  special  is¬ 
sue.  We  are  still  thinking  of  ideas.  One 
thing  I  would  like  to  do  is  print  letters 
and  comments  from  faithful  readers.  If 
you  are  in  this  category  and  would  like 
to  send  a  paragraph  of  thoughts  to  me, 
th  is  would  be  appreciated! 

This  year  Krause  Publications  cel¬ 
ebrates  its  50th  anniversary.  Our  con¬ 
gratulations  go  to  Chet  Krause,  who 
way  back  in  1952  published  the  first  is¬ 
sue  of  Numismatic  News.  Since  that 
time  he  and  his  organization,  with 
Cliff  Mishler  prominent  in  the  man¬ 
agement,  have  contributed  immeasur¬ 
ably  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rare  coin 
hobby,  not  only  through  Numismatic 
News,  but  by  Coins  magazine  and 
many  great  reference  books — some  of 
which  must  have  been  labors  of  love. 
Besides,  and  possibly  even  more  impor¬ 
tant,  Chet  and  Cliff  are  great  people. 
Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
it  has  been  our  pleasure  to  have  known 
both  for  a  long  time.  Again,  congratu¬ 
lations! 

As  I  write  these  words  1  am  look¬ 
ing  at  the  cover  of  a  copy  of  my  More 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  hook,  a 
couple  tons  of  which  have  just  arrived. 
By  the  time  you  read  these  words,  your 
copy  will  he  in  the  mail,  or  in  your  pos 
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w ELCOME  TO  THE  Rare  COIN  REVIEW _ by  Q.  David  Dowers 


session,  it  you  were  among  the  early 
birds  who  ordered  in  advance.  It  you 
were  not,  I  invite  you  to  order  one 
now.  From  the  comments  I  have  heard, 
readers  are  finding  it  very  enjoyable. 
The  book  is  like  a  huge  smorgasbord — 
there  are  50  chapters,  each  with  a  story 
about  a  different  coin,  token,  or  medal, 
along  with  many  illustrations.  You  can 
sample  one  chapter  or  two  or  three  in 
a  sitting,  then  tomorrow  come  back 
and  taste  some  more.  I  guarantee  you 
will  be  absolutely  delighted  with  your 
copy,  or  an  instant  refund  awaits  you! 

Look  through  this  Rare  Coin  Re - 


view  carefully.  For  coins,  contact  A1 
Pinkall,  Mark  Borckardt  or  Gordon 
Wrubel,  who  are  in  our  Direct  Sales  De¬ 
partment  just  down  the  hall  from  my  of¬ 
fice,  or  their  associates  Betty  Wrubel 
and  Deb  McDonald,  and  before  you 
know  it,  some  really  great  coins  will  ar¬ 
rive  in  your  mailbox.  Expect  quality 
coins,  for  these  are  our  specialty — we 
pick,  choose,  and  are  very  “fussy.”  There 
is  a  difference!  For  books,  contact  Mary 
Tocci,  with  your  credit  card  in  hand, 
and  she’ll  do  the  rest.  Each  book  comes 
wi  th  a  special  discount  price — 10%  if 
your  order  lists  up  to  $100,  a  generous 


(in  my  opinion)  20%  it  your  book  order 
totals  $100.01  or  more.  I  really  hope  that 
you’ll  order  my  new  More  Adventures 
With  Rare  Coins  book. 

Enjoy  this  issue.  Here  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  “Your  friends  in 
the  rare  coin  business,”  we  all  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  order. 

Sincerely 

Dave  Bowers 

President 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 


The  Monadnock  National  Bank  of  East  Jafifrey 
as  it  appeared  in  the  1870s — not  long  after  this  at¬ 
tractive  “Lazy  2”  note  (from  the  Wayne  Rich  Col¬ 
lection)  was  issued. 

For  a  long  time  this  building,  located  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  New  Hampshire  in  the 
shadow  of  Mount  Monadnock,  was  considered 
to  be  the  most  ornate  bank  in  the  state.  As  you 
might  have  guessed,  years  later  it  was  “im- 
pr<  >ved”  by  removing  the  top  section  and  adding 
a  more  “modern”  facade. 


Monail  nock  National  ltank 
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id  mainj  magma, 
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.  metimes  1  +  1  can  equal  3  or  4  -such  as  w'ith  paper  money,  tokens,  coins,  and  other  items  for  which  an  old  photograph, 
>< >k let  i  ir  postcard,  or  newspaper  clipping,  or  other  “go  with”  can  enhance  the  appeal  of  a  numismatic  specimen. 
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Colonial  and 
Copper  Coins 


Colonial  and 
Early  American 
Coins 

Variety  is  the  spice  of  life,  so  they  say,  and  lots 
of  variety  (and  varieties)  await  you  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  listings,  commencing  with  a  very  nice 
1652-dated  Pine  Tree  shilling,  large  planchet 
style. 

Dave  Bowers’  new  hook,  More  Adventures  with 
Rare  Coiris,  is  now  in  our  warehouse — tons  of  cop¬ 
ies  on  a  pallet  skid!  We’ve  been  selling  these  like 
hotcakes,  hut  we  have  your  copy  ready  and  wait¬ 
ing  for  your  order!  Among  the  “adventures”  will 
he  colonial  coins,  beginning  with  the  classic 
1652-dated  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling. 

The  field  of  colonial  and  early  American 
coins  includes  many  different  issues,  some  fairly 
plentiful,  others  extremely  rare.  The  Guide  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  is  a  good  passport  to  gain 
basic  knowledge.  Beyond  that,  Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encycbpedia  ofU.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 
offers  much  information  between  two  covers, 
not  only  in  the  colonial  field,  hut  covering  all 
aspects  of  United  States  coinage,  all  at  a  reason¬ 
able  price.  If  your  interest  becomes  specialized, 
there  are  many  excellent  studies  and  mono¬ 
graphs,  some  out  of  print,  and  others  being 
published  today.  If  you  are  interested  in  history, 
an  absolute  must  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  1875 
work,  The  Early  Coins  of  America,  offered  by  us  in 
reprint  form.  This  marvelous  volume  has  never 
been  equaled  or  surpassed  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  1 27  years  ago!  This  is  amazing,  hut,  then, 
this  is  an  amazing  book. 

The  Colonial  Newsletter,  published  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (155th  Street 
and  Broadway,  New  York  City),  is  the  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  information  and  ideas  in  the 
field  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Colonial  Coinage  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  per  iod  of 
years  hy  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  references.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  he 


found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices. 
An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount! 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Twenty-two  chapters  are  filled  with  sto¬ 
ries  of  treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  waiting 
to  be  found.  A  wide  range  of  numismatics  are  covered, 
including  many  stories  of  colonial  coinage  such  as  the 
remarkable  Castine  Hoard  found  in  Maine.  456  pages, 
profusely  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-404- 
List  $59.95,  before  your  discount! 

The  Soho  Mint  &  the  Industrialization  of  Money. 
By  Dr.  Richard  Doty.  If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint 
then  this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t  know 
about  it,  that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  this  defini¬ 
tive  volume.  254  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BDO-505.  List  $75,  before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Coins  of  America.  By  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby.  One  of  the  greatest  American  numismatic 
books,  this  volume  appeared  in  1875  and  has  never 
been  superseded.  Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  illustrated.  Durst 
reprint.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BCR-271.  List  $45, 
before  your  discount! 

The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America.  By  Eric  P. 
Newman.  The  source  for  early  American  paper  money 
of  the  colonial  era,  including  comprehensive  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  issue.  An  exceptional  reference  for  the 
colonial  coin  collector  as  well.  480  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BNE-500.  List  $75,  before  your 
discount! 

Coinage  of  the  American  Confederation  Period. 

Edited  hy  Philip  L.  Mossman.  346  pages,  illustrated. 
This  book  is  a  “sleeper”  in  that  many  numismatists  do 
not  know  about  it.  A  pleasant  reading  experience 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Want  to  Share  an  Opinion? 

Dave  Bowers  welcomes  inter¬ 
esting  communications.  Address 
Dave  Bowers,  Editor,  at  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224, 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894,  or  reach 
Dave  on  his  personal  website, 
dave@bowersandmerena.com. 
Items  deemed  of  interest  may  be 
reproduced  in  one  of  our  publi¬ 
cations. 


awaits  you — this  we  guarantee!  Cloth  hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BAN-214.  List  $25,  before  your  discount! 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and  Confedera¬ 
tion.  By  Philip  L.  Mossman.  A  superb  study,  separately 
published  by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America.  3 1 2  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RMO-200.  List 
$100,  before  your  discount! 

1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Small  Planchet.  Noe-25.  Rarity-5.  VF- 

35  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  of  this 
scarce  variety  with  nearly  complete  letter¬ 
ing  and  partial  border  details  visible.  The 
surfaces  are  light  gray  with  steel  blue  ton¬ 
ing.  A  slightly  finer  example  sold  by 
Stack’s  as  part  of  the  Haiti  Family  collec¬ 
tion,  graded  EF,  deservedly  realized  over 
double  our  asking  price  for  the  present 
pleasing  examp  le . 4,950 

Lord  Baltimore  Shilling 


[1658  circal  Maryland.  Lord  Baltimore  shil¬ 
ling.  Breen-64.  AU-50  (PUGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  this  rarity  with  light  gray 
surfaces  and  traces  of  lustre.  Some  weakness 
is  evident  and  results  from  die  buckling. 
Highly  desirable  and  seldom  encountered, 
despite  the  appearance  of  a  very  small  group 
on  the  market  several  months  ago. ..  19,500 
1722  Rosa  Americana  penny  struck  in  hath 
metal  composition.  VF-30.  Intermingled 

light  gold  and  darker  brown .  369 

172  3  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Double  Struck.  F- 
12  (PCGS).  Mottled  dark  olive  and  steel 
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Colonial  coins  for  Sale 


brown.  Double  struck  on  a  slightly  oval 
planchet .  1,150 

Most  1722-1724  Hibernia  coppers  seem  to  have 
circulated  in  the  British  Isles,  although  a  few  found 
their  way  to  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — as  part  of  the 
potpourri  of  coppers  that  characterized  low  denomina¬ 
tion  pocket  change  of  the  era. 

Lustrous  1773  Virginia  Halfpenny 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen-180.  MS-63 

RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  Mint  State 
example  with  fully  brilliant  orange  lustre  on 
obverse  and  reverse.  Traces  of  brown  toning 
may  be  seen  on  the  highest  points  of  the  de¬ 
sign .  1,595 

It  you’d  like  to  read  about  the  Cohen  Hoard  from 
which  this  piece  probably  came,  check  our  Books  for 
Sale  listing  and  order  a  copy  of  Dave  Bowers’  award 
winning  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  book — a 
best  seller  in  multiple  printings!  Besides,  it’s  a  “good 
read.” 

1760  Voce  Populi.  Breen-223,  Nelson-9, 
Zelinka-6C.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Choice  me¬ 
dium  tan  surfaces . 359 

1760  Voce  Populi.  “VOOE”  spelling.  Breen- 
227,  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  VF-35.  A 

wonderful  example  with  smooth  light  brown 
surfaces . 495 

Lovely  1788  Massachusetts  Half  Cent 

1788  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  1-B.  AU- 

53  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  for  your 
date  or  type  collection  of  colonial  coinage. 
Deep  brown  with  hints  of  lighter  tan.  1,695 

Of  the  various  state  coinages  the  copper  half  cents 
and  cents  of  Massachusetts,  1787-1788,  are  the  best 
struck  and  on  the  finest  planchets — a  paragon  of  coin¬ 
age  virtue.  Too  bad  that  an  audit  showed  that  the  state- 
operated  mint  had  expenses  twice  the  face  value  of  the 
coins  produced.  End  of  Massachusetts  coinage! 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  Ryder  10-L.  VC-10. 
Dark  brown  surfaces .  1 89 

1787  Connecticut.  Horned  Bust.  Miller  4-L. 
EF-40.  Lovely  surfaces  with  delightful  me¬ 
dium  brown  toning.  Very  uneven  strike, 
weak  at  upper  obverse  and  lower  reverse.  The 
surfaces  are  choice  quality .  599 

The  Homed  Bust  describes  a  curved  die  break 
(more  than  just  a  little  crack)  which,  fancifully,  re¬ 
sembles  a  horn  protruding  from  the  bust. 

1787  Connecticut.  Draped  Bust  left.  Miller 

33.15-r.l.  VF-30.  Intermingled  dark  brown 
and  lighter  tan . 319 

1788  Connecticut.  Mailed  Bust  right.  Miller 

2-D.  VF-20.  Mahogany  fields  with  olive- 
brown  devices.  Very  minor  rim  bruises  are 
noted .  195 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  14-J. 
VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
dark  tan  surfaces  and  light  olive  on  the  high 
points . 609 

Dr.  Edward  Maris:  An  Appreciation 

A  few  notes  concerning  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  whose 
descriptions  of  1785-1788  New  Jersey  coppers  de- 
lighred  an  early  generation  of  numismatists  and  fur¬ 
nished  the  foundation  for  studies  today,  may  be  of 
interest  to  Hare  Coin  Review  No.  1 49  readers: 

Maris,  a  Quaker  anil  a  physician,  was  born  at 
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“Woodside,”  near  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  March  15, 
1832,  the  son  of  Jesse  J.  Maris  and  the  former  Mary 
West  (a  grandniece  of  Benjamin  West,  the  painter). 
The  good  doctor  lived  until  June  12,  1900,  in  the 
process  seeing  the  emergence  of  numismatics  as  a  prime 
hobby,  the  genesis  of  widespread  interest  being  circa 
1857.  Maris  studied  at  the  Friends’  Boarding  School  in 
Westtown  in  the  state  of  his  nativity,  after  which  he 
became  an  instructor  in  mathematics  at  Haverford 
College.  Maris  studied  medicine  at  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  graduating  circa  1855. 

In  the  late  1850s  he  became  interested  in  numis¬ 
matics,  his  first  fascination  being  the  old  copper  cents, 
which  he  endeavored  to  collect  by  date  sequence.  Ere 
long  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  fellow  collectors, 
who  at  the  time  were  not  numerous,  but  some  of  those 
who  were  active  lived  in  the  Philadelphia  area.  As 
collectors  are  wont  to  do,  then  and  now,  Maris  finished 
his  challenge  of  the  day,  and  in  1866  sold  his  main 
cabinet  of  colonials,  coppers,  and  the  like,  to  embark 
on  other  specialties  including  ancient  and  foreign 
coins,  historical  medals,  and  colonial  paper  money,  not 
to  overlook  a  focus  on  certain  coppers,  namely  those  of 
New  Jersey  and  the  federal  cents  of  1794- 

In  1 868  his  book,  Varieties  of  the  Copper  Issues  of  the 
United  States  Mint  in  the  Year  1794,  saw  print.  This 
charming  work  described  the  dies  and,  for  the  cents, 
assigned  names,  some  of  which  derived  from  medicine 
and  mythology,  as  Double  Chin,  Sans  Milling,  Tilted  4, 
YoungHead,  The  Coquette ,  Crooked7,  Pyramidal  Head, 
Mint  Marked  Head,  Scarred  Head,  Standless  4,  Abrupt 
Hair,  Severed  Hairs,  The  Ornate,  Venus  Marina,  Fallen 
4,  Short  Bust,  Patagonian,  Nondescript,  Amatory  Face, 
Large  Planchet,  Marred  Field,  Distant  1 ,  Shielded  Hair 
The  Plicae  (for  a  group  of  varieties),  Roman  Plica  and  ’95 
Head.  How  delightful  it  would  be  to  have  today  in  2002 
a  modern  counterpart  of  Dr.  Maris  to  assign  curious  and 
memorable  nomenclature  to  recent  coin  varieties. 

While  much  more  could  be  said  about  Dr.  Maris 
and  his  activities  of  the  era,  we  jump  ahead  to  1873,  in 
which  year  he  is  believed  to  have  acquired  10  or  more 
of  the  12  original  copper-nickel  1861  Confederate 
States  of  America  cents  struck  by  Robert  Lovett,  J  r. ,  in 
Philadelphia.  Afterward  a  lot  of  hoopla,  hyperbole, 
and  press  agentry  emerged,  not  from  Maris,  creating 
fascinating  numismatic  subject  on  its  own.  In  fact,  the 
present  writer  was  not  aware  of  Maris’  involvement 
until  P.  Scott  Rubin  pointed  it  out  a  few  years  ago.  Not 
long  thereafter  Maris  acquired  his  little  hoard,  we  find 
him  in  1875  listed  as  one  of  140  individual  subscribers 
to  S.S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America. 

In  the  meantime,  he  delved  deeply  into  New  Jersey 
coppers,  a  rather  esoteric  field  for  which  historical  and 
numismatic  information  could  be  obtained  here  and 
there,  coming  together  in  the  Crosby  1875  book.  Still, 
there  was  more  to  be  learned.  In  November  1877,  in 
dealer  Ed.  Frossard’s  house  organ,  Nutnisma,  we  find 
this  advertisement  from  him:  “Wanted:  New  Jersey 
coppers,  particularly  unusual  varieties.  127  South  5th 
St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.” 

Month  by  month  coin  by  coin,  Maris  gathered 
information  about  the  copper  coins  of  New  Jersey. 
Finally  in  1 88 1  his  magnum  opus  appeared  under  title  of 
A  Historic  Sketch  of  the  Coins  of  New  Jersey  With  a  plate . 
Printed  in  elephant  folio  size  the  study  was  quite 
unwieldy,  but  quite  impressive  to  behold.  His  number¬ 
ing  system  for  this  series  is  still  in  use  today,  as  noted 
above  and  furnishing  the  reason  for  this  present  sketch. 
Maris’  own  cabinet  of  New  J  ersey  coppers  was  sold  to  T. 
Harrison  Garrett  of  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Details  of 
this  are  given  in  the  writer’s  The  History  of  U .S .  Coinage 
As  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  created  for  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University  in  1979,  and  since  that  time 
enjoying  multiple  printings  and  sales  that  must  be  in 
the  20,000  to  30,000  range  (you  can  order  your  own 
copy;  see  our  Books  for  Sale  section). 

On  November  27,  1883,  a  number  of  collectors 
participated  in  an  event  catalogued  by  Dr.  Maris  as 


Coins,  Medals,  Paper  Money,  etc.,  The  Property  of  Mrs 
Mary  A.  Devlm.  According  to  numismatic  bibliophile 
Charles  Davis  (cf.  His  Henry  Chapman  and  Numismatic 
and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia  sale,  March  22, 
1997),  this  is  the  only  commercial  catalogue  Maris  ever 
created,  except  for  those  featuring  his  own  coins. 

Fast  forward  to  June  21,  1886,  on  which  date 
Maris’  collection  (or  at  least  part  of  it;  his  cabinet  kept 
evolving,  per  numismatic  practice  of  then  and  now), 
was  auctioned  by  Harlan  P.  Smith.  An  extremely 
important  sale,  this  offering  was  laden  with  rare  pat¬ 
terns,  an  1855-S  Fiberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  (first 
San  Francisco  Mint  striking  of  this  denomination) 
described  as  Proof,  rare  colonials,  and  a  vast  array  of 
New  Jersey  coppers — all  in  all  a  memorable  event  to 
the  cognoscenti.  Relevant  to  the  offering,  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  commented:  “Dr.  Maris  having 
prepared  his  own  catalogue  of  his  own  collection, 
offered  the  same  at  auction  through  [the  auction  rooms 
of|  Messrs.  Stan  V.  Henkels  &.  Co.  Philadelphia.  We 
are  authorized  to  say  that  although  the  name  of  a  New 
York  dealer  was  placed  on  the  title  page.  Dr.  Maris  was 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  placing  it  there  by  the 
attitude  of  other  dealers  who  protested  against  a  collec¬ 
tor  cataloguing  his  own  collection.” 

One  would  think  that  dealers  would  applaud  Dr. 
Maris’  cataloguing  his  own  collection,  but  cataloguing 
styles — good,  bad,  indifferent,  memorable,  and  forget¬ 
table — have  long  been  the  subject  of  professional  jeal¬ 
ousy,  witness  the  memorable  go-round  when  the  youth¬ 
ful  Chapman  brothers  catalogued  in  1882  the  Charles 
I.  Bushnell  collection,  to  the  applause  and  enthusiasm 
of  collectors  and  the  green-eyed  glares  of  their  com¬ 
petitors.  (For  a  still  enjoyable  “read,"  please  see  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.,  “The  Bushnell  Sale,”  in  The  Com  Collector's 
Journal,  March  -  April  1951). 

In  The  Numismatist,  January  1895,  Augustus  G. 
Heaton  included  this  as  part  of  his  series,  “A  Tour 
Among  the  Coin  Dealers.”  Maris  was  described  as 
being  “rather  advanced  in  age”  and  occupying  a  large, 
plain  dwelling  in  the  lower  part  of  Philadelphia.  “The 
genial  doctor  is  one  of  the  kindest  and  most  conscien¬ 
tious  of  men.  He  is  rather  tall  and  spare,  has  a  promi¬ 
nent  nose  and  a  face  of  generally  strong  character, 
clean  shaven,  except  short  side  whiskers.”  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  it  was 
further  reported,  and  was  respected  for  his  great  moral 
character.  Earlier  he  was  a  coin  dealer  after  a  fashion, 
having  had  occasional  collections  given  to  him  on 
consignment.  In  1895  he  was  in  retirement. 

The  curtain  fell  on  June  13,  1900,  after  which  the 
memory  of  Dr.  Edward  Maris  was  widely  honored. 

1786  New  Jersey.  Wide  Shield.  Maris  21-N. 

EF-40  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  tor 
the  grade  with  extremely  pleasing  medium 
brown  surfaces .  1,375 

1787  New  Jersey.  Small  planchet,  Plain  Shield. 

Maris  46-e.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Light  olive- 
brown  with  heavy  clash  marks  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 495 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  63-s.  C-4.  Cleaned  long 
ago,  and  burnished  to  remove  corrosion. 

Now  with  deep  steel  surfaces . 99 

1786  Vermont.  Bust  left.  Ryder- 10.  F-12.  Faint 
porosity  with  very  dark  brown  surfaces,  as 
expected,  lighter  devices,  and  splashes  of 
mahogany  patina .  295 

All  authentic  pieces,  as  this,  are  porous  and  lightly 
defined  at  the  centers. 

1 774  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen  1005.  Vlack 
8-74A.  F-15.  Pleasing  olive-brown .  349 

Captain  Thomas  Machin’s  curious  "null,"  a  "pri 
vare  manufactory  of  hardware,"  was  situated  on  the 
shore  of  Orange  Pond,  near  Newburgh.  Nevs  )ork  S  S 


4 


Rare  Coin  Review  *149 


Colonial  and  Copper  coins  for  sale 


(  msby's  E arty  Corns  of  America  furnishes  some  delight¬ 
ful  reading  (under  “Vermont"  coinage)  of  this  curious 
venture.  This  minting  facility  has  captivates!  numisma¬ 
tists  ever  since,  and  it  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  if  it  had 
never  existed,  the  cumulative  file  of  The  Colonial  News¬ 
letter  would  he  10%  less  voluminous  than  it  is  now! 

1787  Machin’s  Mills  halfpenny.  Breen-995. 
Vlack  19-87C.  VF-35.  Attractive  dark  brown 

surfaces .  799 

1781  North  American  token.  Breen- 1143.  VF- 
30  (PCGS).  Deep  steel  brown  blended  with 

slightly  lighter  mahogany .  245 

Although  this  issue  is  dated  1781  such  pieces  are 
believed  to  have  been  struck  and  circulated  in  the  early 
19th  century.  In  quite  a  few  years  as  dealers  in  “the 
greatest  hobby  in  the  world”  we  have  never  seen  a 
mint-red  specimen  of  this  token. 


Washington  Funeral  Medal 


w  9 

Circa  1799  Washington  Funeral  medal.  Baker- 
166c.  White  metal.  AU-58.  Holed  for  sus¬ 
pension  as  always.  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  with  light  gray  fields  and  deeper  gray 
devices.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
specialist . 2,150 

If  any  reader  would  like  to  correspond  with  the 
editor  (QDB)  concerning  Jacob  Perkins,  of 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  creator  of  the  preceding  medal, 
but  relevant  to  Perkins’  specific  involvement  with 
bank  notes  in  the  early  19th  century,  this  would  be 
welcome — especially  regarding  anything  outside  of 
already  printed  information. 

1787  Fugio.  UNITED  STATES.  KN  8-B. 
AU-50  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces.  Weakly 
defined  at  lower  obverse  and  upper  re¬ 
verse . 1,295 

1 787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  KN  9-P.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example  with  pleasing  olive  and 
darker  brown  surfaces .  1,375 

Choice  1787  Fugio  Cent 


1  787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  Four  cinque¬ 
foils.  KN  1 2-X.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This 
is  an  exceptional  example  with  substantial 
deep  orange  lustre  and  light  brown  toning. 
Heavy  clash  marks  are  visible  on  the  obverse, 
similar  to  most  examples  of  this  variety  from 


the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard .  4,950 

The  Bank  of  New  York,  founded  in  1784,  came 
into  possession  of  a  keg  of  original  1 787  Fugio  copper 
cents  sometime  around  the  time  they  were  manufac¬ 
tured.  Over  a  period  of  many  years,  beginning  at  least 
by  1859,  bank  officials  passed  these  out  to  favored 
clients  and  employees  and  made  some  available  to 
numismatists.  Included  were  some  of  the  scarce  type 
with  UNITED  above  and  STATES  below  on  the  label 
at  the  center  of  the  reverse  (in  contrast,  most  other 
varieties  have  these  words  to  the  left  and  right  sides). 

Walter  Breen  has  written  that  a  keg  containing 
fewer  than  5,000  coins  was  deposited  in  1788  at  the 
Bank  of  New  York,  44  Wall  Street,  and  remained 
unopened  until  1856.  After  this  time  the  hoard  became 
widely  known  and,  among  other  citations,  was  men¬ 
tioned  as  follows  by  W.C.  Prime  in  his  book,  Coins, 
Medals  and  Seals  (copyright  1860,  published  in  1861 ): 

“  W  ithin  the  past  year  a  keg  of  these  IFugio]  coppers  was 
found  in  the  vault  of  a  New  York  City  bank,  in  fresh  proof 
condition.  This  statement  has  been  doubted;  but  we  are 
indebted  to  the  cashier  for  fine  specimens  of  the  contents 
of  the  keg,  which  abundantly  prove  the  truth  of  the  story. 
A  recent  discovery  of  the  old  dies,  and  possibly  a  manufac¬ 
ture  of  new  dies,  or  repairing  and  retouching  the  old,  has 
made  these  coins  very  common  in  various  metals." 

Prime  was  very  insightful  concerning  his  “manu¬ 
facture  of  new  dies,”  hinting  at  certain  activities  in¬ 
volving  Horatio  N.  Rust  (an  honoree  in  Augustus  B. 
Sage’s  1859  Numismatic  Gallery  series)  only  studied  in 
detail  in  recent  times,  especially  in  the  Colonial  News¬ 
letter.  These  latter  pieces  are  known  as  “New  Haven 
restrikes,”  although  it  seems  that  they  were  made 
inland  from  the  city  of  Elis,  Skull  and  Bones  members, 
and  Whiffenpoofs. 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  KN  13-R. 
Rarity-4.  VF-30  (PCGS).  Light  tan  surfaces 


with  splashes  of  darker  olive-brown . 775 

1787  Fugio.  STATES  UNITED.  KN  13-X. 
VF-35  (PCGS).  Light  tan  and  olive-brown 
surfaces . 895 


1787  Fugio.  New  Haven  Restrike.  Copper. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  olive-brown  surfaces 
with  deeper  toning  around  peripheral  de¬ 
vices . 650 


Half  Cents 

Half  cents  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Re¬ 
view  are  short  and  sweet — which  reminds  us  to 
say,  once  again,  that  we  are  enthusiastic  buyers! 
Have  a  nice  type  set  of  half  cents,  have  a  date 
set?  Have  a  variety  set!  Have  a  few  key  pieces? 
We  would  be  delighted  to  exchange  our  check — 
instant  payment — for  your  choice  coins! 

Half  cent  references  now  available  from  us: 

Wulter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  L7.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  With  much  information  about 
half  cents,  along  with  just  about  everything  else.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents.  The  definitive  reference  on  half 
cents  dated  1 793-1857,  this  encyclopedia  covers  their 
production,  rarity,  grading,  and  varieties.  500  pages, 
illustrated.  The  “production  value”  of  this  book  is  fan¬ 
tastic,  and  we  have  no  doubt  if  it  were  being  published 
for  the  first  time  today,  the  list  price  would  he  well  over 
$100!  Hardbound.  Stixk  No.  BBR-724  List  $65,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 


The  Half  Cent  Die  State  Book,  1793-1857.  B\ 

Ronald  P.  Manley,  Ph.D.  A  comprehensive  study  of 
half  cent  die  varieties  and  die  states,  discussing  identi- 
ficat  ion,  chronology,  and  rarity.  1  Useful  for  all  collectors 
of  half  cents,  from  novice  to  advanced.  300  pages,  illus 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BMA-850.  List  $75, 
before  your  discount. 

Mint  State  1804  Half  Cent 
Crosslet  4,  With  Stems 
1804  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  Breen-9,  Cohen- 
10.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 
glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  A  later  die  state 
with  radial  flowlines  and  light  borders,  as 

struck .  1,995 

1 804  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  B- 1  1 ,  C- 1 2.  AU- 
58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  with  dark  brown  surfaces.  Splashes  of 
orange  lustre  are  visible  on  the  reverse.  Tins  is 
an  exceptional  example  for  the  grade.  1 ,395 

Mint  State  1806  Half  Cent 
1806  Large  6.  B-4,  C-4-  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  A 
lovely  example  with  lustrous  dark  brown  sur¬ 
faces  and  hints  of  faded  orange  lustre  in  the 
protected  areas.  The  reverse  has  considerable 

dark  olive  toning .  1,795 

1809  over  Inverted  9.  B-5,  C-5.  AU-58  (NGC). 
This  is  the  variety  normal  called  “1809/6.” 
Deep  steel  brown  surfaces  with  lighter  tan, 

faded  from  orange  lustre . 389 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 
and  sharply  struck.  The  obverse  has  inter¬ 
mingled  olive-brown  and  darker  steel  while 
the  reverse  is  fully  steel  with  traces  of  blue.  A 

superb  example  at  this  grade  level .  325 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lovely 
olive-brown  with  generous  portions  of  orange 
lustre  on  either  side .  739 
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The  Earliest 
George  Washington 


Medals 


Although  George  Washington  is 
perhaps  the  most  portrayed  person  on 
United  States  medals,  very  few  were  is¬ 
sued  during  his  lifetime;  only  1 1  medals 
were  so  issued.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
famed  “Seasons  Medals,”  although  or¬ 
dered  during  his  presidency,  were  deliv¬ 
ered  during  the  presidency  of  John 
Adams. 

While  on  a  trip  to  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum  in  1 960, 1  found  a  round  engraved 
medal  with  the  portrait  of  Washington 
that  seemed  to  he  one  of  the  Indian 
Peace  medal  series.  Several  months 
later,  the  late  Keeper  of  Coins,  Dr.  John 
Walker,  sent  me  plaster  casts  of  the 
medal,  since  a  photograph  of  the  en¬ 
graved  medal  was  difficult.  British  Mu¬ 
seum  records  indicated  that  the  medal 
came  from  the  estate  of  King  George  III. 
I  had  photographs  made  of  the  casts,  and 
published  a  short  note  in  an  1963  issue  of 
Coin  World  illustrating  the  medal,  assum¬ 
ing  it  was  part  of  the  1789  to  1795  en¬ 
graved  oval  Peace  medal  series. 

It  was  only  in  2000,  after  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  John  Adams’  hook,  The  Indian 
Peace  Medals  of  George  III  or  His 
Majesty’s  Sometime 
Allies,  that  I  re¬ 


alized 

this 


that 

round 


Figure  1 
111 6  Micmac 
Indian  Peace 
medal  (courtesy  of 
Department  of  Coins 
&  Medals,  British  Museum) 


Figure  2  1193  Joseph 
Richardson  Oval  Indian 
Peace  medal  (ex  Qarrett 
Collection) 


engraved  medal  dated  from  the  period  of 
1776 — the  first  medal  in  honor  of 
George  Washington. 

In  a  previous  article  unknown  to  me, 
in  The  Medal,  Prins  in  1985  discussed 
this  medal  in  detail  as  related  to  the  In¬ 
dian  tribe,  the  Micmacs.  Prins  recon¬ 
structed  the  history  of  this  medal.  There 
was  a  council  of  the  tribes  of  the 
Ahenaki  Confederation  held  in  July 
1776,  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts. 
Micmac  and  Maliseet  Indians  came  “to 
see  and  talk  with  the  Council  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Washington  from  both  [of]  whom 
they  received  letters”  (Prins  1985).  Prins 
theorizes  that  the  medals  were  probably 
not  available  during  the  council  hut 
were  probably  handed  out  at  a  later 
date,  in  February  or  March  1777. 
Adams  quotes  an  interesting  letter 
from  Lieutenant  Governor  Hughes  to 
Lord  George  Germain  dated  October 
12,  1778:  “The  Indian  chiefs  afore¬ 
mentioned,  on  their  occasion  of  this 


Treaty  of  Peace,  returned  into  the 
hands  of  our  Superintendent 
(Michael  Franklin)  the  presents 
they  had  received  from... the 
Rebel  General  Washington.” 
This  may  well  account  for 
how  one  of  these  medals 
found  its  way  into  the  es¬ 
tate  of  George  III. 

This  medal,  shown 
in  the  first  illustration,  is 
unusual  as  it  has  a  por¬ 
trait  of  Washington  on 
the  obverse  with  the  ini¬ 
tials  G  and  W  in  the  right 
and  left  field  respectively. 
The  reverse  shows  an  Indian 
seated  by  a  free-standing  pillar,  a 
symbol  of  Liberty  as  it  appears  on  a 
Dutch  medal  of  1772  for  the  birth  of  an 
heir  to  the  throne,  and  later  on  a  Ger¬ 
man  medal  of  1783  celebrating  Ameri¬ 
can  independence.  There  is  a  holed 
specimen  still  in  the  possession  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Micmac  nation.  Stahl  specu¬ 
lates  that  the  medals  might  have  been 
engraved  hy  Paul  Revere  though  this  is 
an  unproven  hypothesis.  This  medal 
would  also  satisfy  a  motion  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Council  who  wished  to  reward 
Indians  with  a  token  of  the  Peace  Coun¬ 
cil  of  1778. 

The  oval  engraved  Indian  Peace 
medals  of  1789,  1792,  1793  and  1795  are 
another  most  intriguing  part  of  the  early 
Washington  series  that  have  aroused 
much  interest  in  recent  years.  The  pre¬ 
sentation  of  medals  to  the  peaceable  In¬ 
dians  originated  with  the  British  in  1714 
under  the  reign  of  George  I,  hut  they 
were  relatively  small  and  in  copper.  The 
Spanish  and  French  apparently  awarded 
larger  silver  medals,  hut  little  documen 
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tation  is  available.  Hie  British  previously 
had  tried  to  replace  French  and  Spanish 
medals  with  their  own.  When  the  fledg¬ 
ling  United  States  wanted  to  reward  the 
Indians,  they  resorted  to  large,  medium 
and  small  oval  engraved  silver  medals 
because  no  medal  size  coining  equipment 
was  available  in  the  colonies  in  1789 
when  they  were  originated.  Although 
they  could  have  been  ordered  from  En¬ 
gland,  it  was  not  until  1798  that  struck 
medals  were  imported.  The  engraved 
medals  were  contracted  to  silversmiths, 
mainly  in  Philadelphia,  among  whom 
was  Joseph  Richardson,  a  noted  engraver 
and  silversmith.  His  medals  have  the 
hallmark  “IR”  on  the  reverse  in  an  inta¬ 
glio  block.  The  medals  range  in  size  for 
the  larger  ones  from  1 14mm  x  147.5mm 
to  the  smaller  size  about  82mm  x 
128mm.  The  larger  medals  were  in¬ 
tended  fqr  the  more  important  chiefs, 
while  the  smaller  medals  are  for  lesser 
chiefs.  For  some  unknown  reason,  the 
authentic  copies  in  museums  and  in  the 
few  private  collections  have  more  large 
specimens  known  than  smaller  ones. 

Methods  for  determining  if  the  med¬ 
als  are  genuine  are  outlined  in  a  former 


Figure  3 
Victor  Sine 
Chide  Funeral 
medal  Baker  164 


v&JfS EJC .. 


paper  by  the  author  in  1995,  as  many 
questionable  medals  have  appeared  since 
the  1950s.  Genuine  oval  Peace  medals 
sell  for  well  over  $50,000  in  choice  con¬ 
dition.  Further  details  on  oval  medals  are 
presented  in  the  fine  study  by  Rev. 
Francis  Prucha  in  1971  as  well  as 
Bauman  Belden  in  1927. 

When  Washington  died  on  [December 
14,  1799,  there  was  an  unprecedented 
outpouring  of  grief,  accentuated  by  a  large 
series  of  mourning  medals  issued  in 
Newburyport,  Massachusetts.  Jacob 
Perkins,  a  noted  self-taught  engraver  of 
that  town,  produced  most  of  them  in  vari¬ 
ous  forms  so  that  they  were  ready  by  the 
Masonic  Parade  of  February  11,  1800. 
They  all  carried  the  legend  “He  is  in 
Glory,  the  World  in  Tears.”  Perhaps  the 
first  funeral  medal  issued  was  the  massive 
Victor  Sine  Clade  issue  of  58  mm  in  size, 
precluding  it  from  being  worn  about  the 
neck  as  were  the  other  funeral  medals.  As 
noted  by  Wayte  Raymond,  due  to  its  ex¬ 
treme  rarity,  it  is  probably  only  a  pattern. 
The  medal  was  cut  by  N  icolas  Pearce  after 
designs  by  Dudley  A.  Tyng,  U.  S.  Collec¬ 
tor  of  Customs  at  Newburyport.  In  the 
very  early  1950s,  when  David  Bullowa 
purchased  a  massive  book  cabinet  from 
the  Chapman  estate,  he  found  a  locked 
drawer  at  the  bottom.  Upon  opening  it  he 
discovered  that  it  contained  a  number  of 
pristine  1876  and  1889  Washington  med¬ 
als,  plus  about  five  Victor  Sine  Clade 
medals,  three  of  which  were  lead  casts. 
One  of  these  is  perhaps  the  only  unholed 
specimen  known. 

The  smaller  funeral  medals,  starting 
with  the  skull  and  crossbones  type,  Baker 
165,  were  worn  in  the  Masonic  parade  of 
February  1 1,  1800.  Incidentally,  Feb¬ 
ruary  1 1th  is  the  actual  date  of 
Washington’s  birth  in  1732 
before  the  calendar  change  of 
1758.  The  massive  civic 
event  parade  was  held  on 
February  22,  1800  and  uti¬ 
lized  the  funeral  urn  type 
h]  medals  which  are  most  prolific 
fj  as  discussed  by  Baker.  How- 
V  ever,  in  a  recent  paper  by  Angel 
Pietri,  he  strongly  suggests  that  the 
funeral  urn  design  was  used  for  the 


Masonic  parade  also  on  February  1 1th,  as 
evidenced  by  contemporary  newspaper 
accounts  as  well  as  the  Paul  Revere  fu¬ 
neral  urn  that  is  now  preserved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  suggests  that  the  skull  and 
crossbones  type  (Baker  165)  proved  un¬ 
popular  because  of  its  symbolism,  which 
may  account  for  its  relative  rarity. 

The  wide  distribution  and  issuance  of 


Figure  4  Skull  &  Crossbones  funeral 
medal  Baker  1 65 


Figure  5  funeral  urn  medal  Baker  1 66 


the  Perkins’  funeral  medals  is  evidenced 
by  the  fact  that  there  are  no  less  than  1 2 
distinct  varieties  known,  and  various  ones 
exist  in  gold,  silver,  white  metal  and  cop¬ 
per.  Probably  the  first  medal  issued  was 
the  skull  and  crossbones  type.  As  a  gen¬ 
eral  type  of  the  regular  issue,  it  is  perhaps 
10  times  rarer  then  the  more  “common” 
funeral  urn  type  (Baker  166  to  168). 
There  are  two  die  varieties  of  the  skull 
type,  using  different  obverses.  The  one 
known  as  2-A 2  is  extremely  rare.  Only 
two  are  known  in  gold,  the  Garrett  speci¬ 
men  and  the  one  in  the  Norweb  estate. 
The  white  metal  and  silver  pieces  are 
about  equal  in  rarity,  while  one  in  copper 
ex  Fuld  is  apparently  unique.  A  gold  urn 
type,  Baker  166,  recently  sold  at  Bowers 
and  Merena’s  LaRiviere  Sale  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1999,  Lot  2104,  and  was  ex  Brand, 
Fuld,  Picker  ( 1968).  There  are  about  1 5 
of  the  Baker  166  medals  known  in  gold, 
includes  at  least  three  in  the  Brand  estate. 

Medals  of  the  funeral  urn  design  are 
the  varieties  most  commonly  met.  There 
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Figure  6  Oval  gold  funeral  medal  shell  Baker  16 9 
(courtesy  of  Landry  Auctions  ex  Judge  John  Marshall) 


are  four  obverse  dies  of  the  regular  urn 
type,  and  three  reverse  types  with  the 
regular  urn  obverse,  plus  two  rare 
“pattern”  reverses  with  “GW”  on  the 
base  of  the  urn,  Baker  167.  The  late 
Richard  Picker  and  the  author  studied 
these  die  varieties,  and  created  a  die 
combination  chart. 

The  final  two  Perkins  medals  are 
oval  in  design.  The  first,  Baker  168 
has  a  funeral  urn  on  the  reverse,  with 
GW  on  the  base  held  by  a  female  In¬ 
dian  with  feather  headdress  weeping. 
Probably  intended  as  a  pattern,  this 
discovery  piece  was  in  Woodward’s 
Holland  Sale  of  1878,  bought  by  W.S. 
Appleton  and  now  resides  at  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Historical  Society  (MHS). 
The  second  specimen,  in  very  low 
condition,  was  found  in  Boston  by 
Maurice  Gould  about  1958  and  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  author.  The  same  speci¬ 
men  was  sold  in  Stack’s  Collins  Sale 
Lot  153,  1996,  ex  Fuld,  Picker, 
Patterson,  McTieman  and  presently 
David  Hirsch. 

The  last  of  the  Perkins  medals  is 
the  unilace  oval  shell  with  similar  leg¬ 
ends,  all  struck  in  gold,  except  for  two 
known  in  copper.  The  author  had  the 
privilege  of  meeting  with  the  direct 


descendants  of  Jacob  Perkins  in  the 
spring  of  1959.  They  owned  a 
gold  specimen  of  Baker  169 
in  an  ornate  case,  repre¬ 
senting  Masonic  affilia¬ 
tion.  They  sold  the 
author  the  medal  it¬ 
self,  but  donated  the 
lovely  case  to  the  lo¬ 
cal  historical  society. 
Margaret  W.  Brown 
in  1954  wrote  a  de¬ 
tailed  article  on  these 
oval  gold  pieces  in 
The  Numismatist,  with 
supplementary  articles  by 
Michael  B.  Zeddies  and 
Max  M.  Schwartz.  There 
are  nine  specimens  of  this 
medal  now  known,  one  of 
which,  ex.  Paul  Magriel, 
had  pearls  surrounding  it. 
These  shells  have  achieved 
high  auction  records  in  recent  years. 
A  big  change  from  the  time  a  newspa¬ 
per  in  Boston,  dated  February  1800, 
offered  the  oval  gold  shells  for  sale  at 
$4.00  each. 

The  final  funeral  medal  is  in  the 
form  of  a  65mm  silver  shell,  Baker 
173.  It  was  classed  as  a  Peace  medal 
by  Baker,  but  more  properly  appears  to 
be  a  funeral  issue.  It  shows  a  bust  of 
Washington  in  a  Roman  mantle 
above  an  altar,  with  his  birth  and 
death  dates  below  in  exergue.  These 
pieces  had  not  any  auction  appear¬ 
ances  until  1990.  Four  pieces  are  now 
known,  including  the  ones  at  the 
ANS  and  the  MHS.  Undated,  it  is  as¬ 
sumed  to  be  of  the  period  1800-10, 
and  is  a  rather  handsome  medal.  In  a 
recent  publication  by  Neuzil,  he  lists 
this  piece  in  his  appendix  as  No.  41, 
Die  IO-l.  He  states  this  is  clearly  a 
medal  by  Moritz  Furst,  the  allegorical 
figures  duplicating  his  style  on  other 
medals.  Apparently  this  medal  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  catalogue  of  an  art  exhibit 
in  Philadelphia  in  1817  and  is  noted 
hut  not  identified  by  Ghamberlain. 
He  feels  that  it  was  modeled  after  the 
Washington  Benevolent  Society 
medal  dated  1808 — bur  the  Benevo¬ 


lent  medal  could  have  been  modeled 
after  Baker  173. 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  collect¬ 
ing  Washington  medals  for  over  50 
years  and  have  seen  a  virtual  revolu¬ 
tion  in  this  series.  In  the  early  1950s 
there  were  only  three  serious  collec¬ 
tors  of  Washingtonia — F.C.C.  Boyd, 
Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  and  ourselves. 
The  only  publications  available  was  a  ' 
little  pamphlet  published  by  Raymond 
in  1941  and  the  original  Baker  pub¬ 
lished  in  1885.  In  1965  we  published 
with  Krause  publications  a  revised 
Baker  reprint  with  pricing  and  some 
photos  which  slowly  aroused  interest 
in  the  series. 


Figure  7  Furst  shell  funeral  medal  Baker 
173  (ex  Stack’s  Collins  sale  1996) 

The  price  history  of  this  series  is 
more  than  phenomenal — the  rise  in 
recent  years  has  been  astronomical.  In 
1952,  I  was  offered  the  choice  of  one  of 
three  gold  funeral  medals,  Baker  165, 
in  the  Brand  estate  at  $150  each.  In 
late  1999,  a  single  copy,  one  of  about 
15  known,  sold  for  over  $23,000.  In 
1960,  we  purchased  an  original  Wash¬ 
ington  Before  Boston  medal  for  $1  50. 
In  late  1999  the  identical  specimen 
sold  for  over  $67,000. 

Thus,  over  the  50-year  period  of  my 
interest  in  Washingtoina,  I  have  seen  a 
phenomenal  rise  in  popularity  of  the 
series,  two  illustrated  books  on  Wash¬ 
ington  with  Russell  Rulau,  and  the  ex¬ 
ceptional  price  rise  of  medals  in  the  se¬ 
ries  which  certainly  reflects  collector 
interest.  I  can  predict  that  the  interest 
in  Washington  medals  (and  colonial 
coins)  has  not  reached  its  peak  yet. 
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L  A  ROE  CENTS  FOR  SALE 


_ Large  Cents 

We  offer  a  selection  of  large  copper  cents — 
something  for  all  tastes  and  budgets.  United 
States  large  cents  have  always  provided  the 
backbone  to  numismatics  in  this  country.  Year 
in  and  year  our  they  have  appealed  to  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  w  ho  have  approached  them  from 
several  angles  ranging  from  assembling  a  date  set 
to  studying  the  details  of  the  numerous  interest¬ 
ing  varieties. 

Our  selection  of  large  copper  cents  includes 
many  interesting  varieties,  none  more  so  than 
the  fabulous  and  rare  1868  copper  cent — a  piece 
so  elusive  that  most  dealers  and  leading  collec¬ 
tors  of  large  copper  cents  have  never  owned  an 
example.  In  fact,  many  have  never  even  seen  one 
of  this  issue! 

Special  “coming  attraction Still  coming 
(your  editor’s  face  remains  red!).  We  still  haven’t 
created  a  listing  of  a  very  extensive  private  collec¬ 
tion  of  middle-date  and  late-date  copper  cents, 
1816-1857,  nearly  all  in  hand-selected  AU  or 
(mostly)  Mint  State,  picked  for  their  quality. 
There  are  about  150  different  die  varieties,  with 
the  greatest  strength  being  1816  to  1839.  Pedi¬ 
grees  range  from  recent  “name”  sales  to  great 
numismatists  of  a  bygone  generation.  We  will 
probably  make  up  a  list  and  circulate  it  first  to 
those  who  ask  for  it,  then  to  others  later.  Inter¬ 
ested?  Let  Dave  Bowers  know  (e-mail  is  ideal  at 
Dave@howersandmerena.com)  and  you’ll  he 
among  the  first  to  know,  once  we  decide  what  to 
do!  We’ve  received,  perhaps,  20  requests,  and 
such,  as  well  as  any  others  that  come  in,  will  get 
the  list  before  it  is  published  generally. 

Good  reading  about  large  cents: 

If  you  don’t  already  have  one,  be  sure  to  order 
Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  U.S.  Cents  1793- 
1814.  Written  in  the  inimitable  (really)  Breen  style, 
the  book  was  edited  by  our  own  Mark  R.  Borckardt  and 
utilized  much  information  from  Del  Bland  and  many 
members  of  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club.  There 
is  probably  more  information  in  the  book  than  you  or 
anyone  else  can  possibly  use,  but  this  enables  you  to 
pick  and  choose — and  for  any  given  single  variety  to 
gain  about  all  that  was  known  to  the  late  researcher 
when  he  compiled  his  manuscript.  In  2001  the  Numis¬ 
matic  Literary  Guild  gave  this  great  volume  its  highly 
regarded  “Book  of  the  Year  Award." 

No  overview  of  large  copper  cents  would  be  com¬ 
plete  without  a  nod  to  the  Early  American  Coppers 
Club  and  its  journal,  Penny-Wise,  edited  by  the  gifted 
Dr.  Harry  E.  Salyards.  If  you  are  not  presently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  EAC  and  would  like  membership 
information,  contact  membership  chairman  Rod 
Burress,  9743  Leacrest,  Cincinnati,  OH  45215. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of  large 
cents  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality  duplicates?  We 
have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash  reserve  just  waiting  to 
buy  YOUR  coins!  Contact  Cordon  Wrubel  or  Mark 
Borckardt  today! 


TO  ORDER:  800-222-5993 


Large  cent  references  now  available  from  us: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  All  about  just  about  everything 
as  we’ve  noted  earlier.  A  must-have  for  every  library. 
754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764 
List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United 
States  Cents  1793-181 4.  Edited  by  Mark  Borckardt. 
Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to  know  about  the 
large  cent  series  plus  a  lot  that  you  never  dreamed  to 
ask  about.  895  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-999.  List  $89.95.  Deluxe  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-999A.  List  $149.95,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  1 76  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857.  By 
Howard  R.  Newcomb.  The  standard  reference  book  on 
die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  3 1 2  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated  with  line  cuts.  With  this  “program”  you  can  tell 
all  the  “players,”  these  being  the  cents  with  “N”  numbers 
that  you  see  here  and  everywhere.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BNE-798.  List  $50, ,  before  your  discount. 

Penny  Whimsy.  By  Dr.  William  H.  Sheldon.  A 
reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst.  The  first  in  the  American 
series  to  combine  detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions 
with  history,  collecting  information,  and  opinions,  a 
delightful  mixture.  340  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BSH-100.  List  $50,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  Large  Cents.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  190  pages,  illustrated.  A  selection  of  mono¬ 
graphs  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
as  part  of  the  highly  acclaimed  Coinage  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cas  Conference  (COAC)  series,  of  which  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  staff  experts  have  been  a  vital  part 
over  a  long  period  of  years.  Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAN-21 5.  List  $25,  before  your  discount. 


Desirable  1795  Cent 


1795  Plain  edge.  Breen-6,  Sheldon-77.  VF-35 

(PCGS).  Choice  light  brown  surfaces  with 
very  minor  verdigris  around  the  devices.  This 
is  an  extremely  attractive  example  for  the 
variety  specialist . 2,995 


Pleasing  1804  Large  Cent 

1804  Original.  B-l,  S-266a.  Net  VG-10, 

sharpness  of  VF-25  with  eroded  surfaces.  Be¬ 
fore  shying  away  from  this  example,  please 
consider  the  typical  appearance  of  1804  large 
cents,  coins  that  almost  always  have  prob¬ 
lems  of  one  sort  or  another.  This  is  an  aes¬ 
thetically  pleasing  example  with  dark  brown 
surfaces.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed,  as 


always .  1 ,450 

1807/6  B-3,  S-273.  Counterstamped  with  a 
crown  figure  in  incused  oval.  VG . 295 

1807  Large  Fraction.  B-6,  S-276.  YF-25. 


Smooth  dark  olive-brown  with  slightly 

lighter  tan  highlights . 495 

1812  Large  Date.  B-3,  S-288.  VG-7.  Attractive 
brown  with  lighter  tan.  Very  lightly 
cleaned .  145 


1814  Crosslet  4.  B-l,  S-294.  (NGC).  A 
lovely  two-tone  example  with  mahogany 
brown  fields  and  lighter  chocolate  brown 

devices . 495 

1818  Newcomb-10.  AU-50.  Attractive  olive- 

brown  surfaces .  235 

1820  N-13.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is 
lovely,  sharply  struck  example  with  nicely 
blended  dark  brown  and  lighter  tan.  Fully 
lustrous  with  hints  of  pale  blue  toning.  This 
is  a  popular  choice  for  type  collectors  due  to 
the  strength  of  design  details  on  the  original 
coinage  dies,  and  imparted  to  the  coins 
struck  from  them .  1,195 

1825  N-7.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  olive-brown 

surfaces . 459 

1826/5  Overdate.  N-8.  EF-40  (ICG).  EAC 
grade  slightly  less.  Pleasing  medium  to  dark 
brown  with  only  a  few  very  minor  imperfec¬ 
tions.  Traces  of  lustre  remain  visible.  The  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  overdate  are  clearly  visible.  .735 

1826  N-5.  EF-45.  Chestnut  brown  with  splashes 

of  darker  toning . 425 

1828  N-6.  EF-45.  Lovely  ran  surfaces . 435 

1833  N-6.  AU-55.  Extremely  pleasing  dark 
brown  with  frosty  lustre.  Slight  doubling  of 

Liberty’s  profile  is  noted .  595 

1838  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Very  choice 
quality  with  outstanding  olive  and  steel 
brown  surfaces.  Traces  of  pale  orange  lustre 
may  be  seen  within  the  devices  when  using 

magnification . 595 

1840  N-10.  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous 

light  brown  surfaces . 325 

1842  N-4-  AU-50.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown.  350 

1844  N-l.  AU-55.  Dark  brown  surfaces.  ...  275 

1845  N-6.  AU-58.  Olive-brown  w'ith  slightly 

reflective  fields .  219 

1848  N-35.  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  glossy, 

lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces .  175 

1852  N-16.  EF-45.  This  is  an  attractive  dark 

chestnut  brown  example .  79 

1857  Small  Date.  N-2.  EF-45.  Tleasing  medium 
brown  with  traces  of  darker  toning  on  the 
reverse .  165 


Amazing  1868  Large  Cent  Rarity 
Gem  Copper  Proof 
Fewer  than  a  Dozen  Know  n  to  Us 


1868  Proof-65  BN  (IX  GSL  One  of  the  very 


SErTFMRFR/OcTORLR  2002 


Rare  O  jin  Review  *  1 49 


9 


Large  and  small  cents  for  Sale 


finest  of  only  a  few  we  have  ever  seen.  Large 
copper  cent  of  the  circa  1843-1857  Braided 
Hair  stvle,  but  dated  1868.  Struck  after  cents 
of  this  format  were  officially  discontinued,  to 
create  a  rarity  tor  numismatists,  in  the  style 
of  the  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  1884  and 
1885  trade  dollars,  and  related  items.  We  are 
unable  to  account  for  even  a  dozen  different 
specimens,  at  least  one  of  which  is  im¬ 
pounded  in  a  museum  (American  Numis¬ 
matic  Society).  The  present  piece  has  been 
consigned  to  us.  In  the  just-published  book, 
More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins,  Dave  Bow¬ 
ers  has  included  a  chapter  on  this  great  rar¬ 
ity — calling  it  “antipodal  to  the  1804  dollar,” 
in  that  just  about  everyone  knows  about  the 
famous,  classic  1804,  but  relatively  few  are 
aware  of  the  1868  large  cent.  Just  as  a  set  of 
Liberty  Head  nickels  cannot  be  truly  com¬ 
plete  withou  an  1913,  a  set  of  large  copper 
cents  cannot  be  truly  complete  without  an 
1868.  This  is  the  first  specimen  we  have  of¬ 
fered  in  a  long  time! .  28,750 


Small  Cents 

Small  cents,  commencing  with  the  Flying 
Eagle  issues  and  continuing  through  the  Indian 
and  Lincoln  types,  have  been  the  foundation  for 
basic  American  coin  collecting  for  a  long  time. 
While  many  numismatists  begin  their  interest 
with  such  pieces,  often  advanced  collectors  will 
return  to  savor  the  enjoyment  that  choice  and 
rare  specimens  offer. 

The  buying  of  small  cents,  particularly  the 
bronze  issues  (but  not  so  much  the  copper-nickel 
pieces),  takes  quite  a  bit  of  effort  as  surfaces  are 
so  important.  Certified  coins  are  sometimes  nice 
and  sometime  not,  as  you  know  if  you  are  already 
an  established  collector. 

Quality  is  our  forte  here,  and  if  this  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  you,  we  believe  you  will  be  delighted. 

Enjoy  the  latest  selection  for  our  Rare  Coin 
Review.  Mark  Borckardt,  Gordon  Wrubel,  and 
others  have  been  traveling  all  over  the  place  to 
write  checks  and  buy  quality  coins — and  you  are 
the  beneficiary  from  their  connoisseurship! 

Small  cent  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Lots  of  information  about  Flying 
Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents  awaits  you— with  in¬ 
formation  on  just  about  everything  else,  per  the 
title. 754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764.  List  $1  35,  before  your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
copper^  are  discussed.  I  76  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Vock  Nii  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

7  he  F lying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
(fuide,  Volume  I,  IH56-IH5H.  Second  edition.  By 
Richard  F.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s 
guide  to  the  series,  covering  varieties  of  Flying  Eagle 
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and  pattern  Indian  cents  dated  1856  through  1858.  If 
you  like  technicalities,  this  one’s  for  you!  128  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  softbound.  Stock  No.  BSN-501.  List 
$24-50,  before  your  discount. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cent  Attribution 
Quide,  Volume  6,  1900-09.  Second  edition.  By  Rich¬ 
ard  E.  Snow  in  conjunction  with  the  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cent  Collectors  Society.  A  specialist’s  guide 
covering  Indian  cent  varieties  of  the  20th  century,  the 
common  dates  that  are  easy  enough  to  find.  But,  can 
you  find  a  rare  or  unusual  variety?  Perhaps  with  this 
book  you  can!  100  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSN-506.  List  $18,  before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiasts  Quide  to  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cents.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  Meet,  greet, 
and  become  personally  acquainted  with  every  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cent  in  the  pages  of  this  fascinating 
book  which,  if  you  read  it,  will  make  you  an  expert. 
Lots  of  useful  information  about  grading,  rarity,  mint¬ 
ing — you  name  it!  541  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-3 1 1 .  List  $45,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  By  David 
Lange.  Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series. 
Highly  acclaimed  and  with  enough  information  for  two 
books.  392  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BLA-107.  List  $43.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Standard  Quide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent.  By  Dr. 

Sol  Taylor.  This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with  new, 
updated  information  on  every  coin  in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-404- 
List  $24.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherrypicker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Edition  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that 
can  be  acquired  unattributed  at  conventions,  in  collec¬ 
tions,  and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  The  fourth 
edition  has  been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  cov¬ 
ering  all  denominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFI-950.  List  $34-95,  before  your 
discount. 

Flying  Eagle  Cents 

Welcome  to  a  great  selection  of  Flying  Eagle 
cents — starting  with  the  rare  and  always  desir¬ 
able  1856.  Enjoy! 

Choice  Proof  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  Proof-63  (PCGS). 
Rich  olive-brown  with  tinges  of  light  tan  lus¬ 
tre.  A  few  tiny  specks  are  consistent  with  the 
grade.  The  reverse  is  slightly  lighter  than  the 
obverse.  Above  ST  of  STATES,  and  at  the 
corresponding  point  of  the  reverse,  appears  to 
be  a  minor  clipped  planchet,  of  no  import  to 
PCGS  and  mentioned  here  as  a  technicality. 
This  Snow-9  variety  was  only  produced  in 
Proof  format,  although  typical  with  subdued 

surfaces,  not  deeply  reflective .  12,850 

Harper’s  Weekly  reviews  the  1856  cent:  In  its  issue 
of  February  7,  1857,  the  newspaper  inserted  an  illustra¬ 
tion  of  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  and  furnished  this 
commentary,  in  part: 


“You  see  for  yourselves  the  patriotic  design — the 
wreath  entwined  with  the  vine  and  Indian  corn  on  the 
one  side,  and  that  everlasting  American  eagle,  ‘spread¬ 
ing  its  wings  and  soaring  aloft,’  on  the  other.  The  bird, 
by-the-by,  has  rather  an  anserine  than  an  aquiline 
look,  and  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  once  was  set  loose 
upon  golden  wings  in  a  previous  issue  of  half  eagles,  but 
having  been  again  caged,  in  consequence  of  its  barn¬ 
yard  fowl  appearance,  is  now  to  be  turned  adrift  for  a 
humbler  flight....” 

The  account  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  old 
phrase,  “Not  worth  a  red  cent,”  would  be  of  no  use  now 
that  copper  cents  were  to  be  replaced,  “for  the  new  cent 
is  not  red,  being  of  a  gray,  silvery  aspect.” 

Another  contemporary  account  of  the  new  1856 
cent:  The  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  8, 
1857,  printed  this:  “The  New  Cent:  The  editor  of  the 
Providence,  R. I.  Journal  has  been  permitted  to  see  one 
of  the  new  cents  just  struck  off  at  the  Mint.  He 
describes  it  as  a  little  larger  than  a  dime,  and  nearly 
twice  as  thick.  On  one  side  is  a  flying  eagle,  with  the 
inscription  ‘United  States  of  America,  1856,’  around 
the  circle:  On  the  other  is  ‘One  Cent’  within  a  wreath. 
It  is  altogether  the  handsomest  coin  of  so  low  a  denomi¬ 
nation  that  we  have  ever  seen.” 

1858/7  EF-40  (NGC).  Attractive  olive  with 
lighter  tan  on  the  devices.  The  diagnostic 
broken  wing  tip  is  visible,  along  with  the  die 
chip  over  the  first  8.  Overdate  features  are 
weak  but  visible .  795 

Choice  Mint  State  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 
Large  Letters  Obverse 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  exceptional  light  tan  lustre.  Ob¬ 
verse  lettering  and  date  exhibit  slight 
machine  doubling .  1,895 

Indian  head  Cents 

We  offer  a  nice  selection  of  Indian  cents,  all 
selected  for  quality  within  the  numerical  grade 
range  indicated. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  set  of  Indian  cents — and  in  that  way  you  can 
enjoy  your  coins  at  a  glance.  Each  Eagle  album 
page  holds  nine  coins,  affording  the  chance  to 
watch  your  collection  as  it  grows,  and  to  easily 
see  each  side  of  each  specimen. 

1860  Pointed  Bust  Indian  Cent 

1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
example  with  satiny  golden  tan  lustre.  This 
design  variation  is  quite  scarce  in  Mint  State 
preservation.  An  opportunity  not  to  be 
missed .  1,475 

Lovely  Proof  1860  Indian  Cent 

1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
Sharply  defined  with  light  tan  surfaces.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  subdued  Proof 

fields . 2,295 

1863  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractive  golden  brow  n 
lustre . 879 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  With  rich  golden  tan  lus¬ 
tre .  345 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  VF-30.  Very  dark  olive 

surfaces . 49 

1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 259 
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1865  MS-64  RD.  Sharply  struck  with  bright  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  few  tiny  abrasions  and  scat¬ 
tered  spots  keep  this  from  gem  quality.  425 

1866  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  delightful  specimen 

with  sharp  design  elements.  Fully  lustrous 
dark  brown  surfaces  with  subtle  traces  of  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  An  important  opportunity  to 
acquire  this  scarce  date . 479 

1867  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  medium 

hrown .  189 

1868  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  attractive 

with  more  red  than  brown.  Sharply  struck 
with  full  diamonds  and  nearly  complete 
feather  details.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist .  1,095 

1870  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  light  blue  toning 
over  dark  brown  surfaces.  Considerable  or¬ 
ange  lustre  remains  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  This  example  is  very  close  to  “red 
brown.”  Sharply  struck  with  full  feather  de¬ 
tails  on  the  obverse  and  full  shield  details  on 
the  reverse .  1 ,395 

1870  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  This  lovely  cent  has 
exceptional  golden  orange  lustre  fading  to 
mahogany  and  light  blue  on  the  devices.  The 
reverse  is  neafty  full  light  orange.  A  wonder¬ 
ful  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur .  849 

1870  EF-40.  A  pleasing  example  with  light 

chestnut  brown  surfaces . 289 


Gem  Mint  State  1871  Cent 


187 1  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  fea¬ 
turing  considerable  orange  lustre  blended 
with  olive-brown.  Very  sharply  struck  with 
all  obverse  and  reverse  design  features  fully 
defined . 2,350 

Although  the  1872  gets  more  ink,  in  our  experi¬ 
ence  a  Mint  State  1871  is  about  on  a  par  with  the  1872 
rarity-wise.  The  present  piece  is  truly  lovely. 


1871  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  an  amazing 
example  for  the  MS-64  grade.  The  surfaces  are 
pristine  with  medium  brown  toning  and  traces 
of  faded  orange  lustre.  All  details  are  sharply 
defined  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  .  1,095 
1871  MS-63  RB.  An  attractive  example  with 
considerable  orange  lustre,  especially  on  the 
obverse.  Splashes  of  darker  brown  toning 
may  be  seen  on  either  side.  An  attractive 


example  of  this  very  scarce  issue .  595 

1871  AU-53  (PCGS) . 399 


1871  VF-35.  Glossy  dark  brown  surfaces.  ..  299 


Gem  Proof  1873  Close  3  Cent 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1873  Close  3.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  This  is 
an  absolutely  spectacular  Proof  with  reflec¬ 
tive  bright  orange  surfaces.  Hints  of  attrac¬ 
tive  lilac  toning  are  noted  on  the  highest 
design  points.  An  important  opportunity  as 
PCGS  has  only  certified  three  finer  Proof-66 
RD  examples . 3,295 


Sensational  1877  Indian  Cent 
Gem  Mint  State 


1877  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  This  is  an  absolutely 
spectacular  example  of  the  key-date  among 
all  Indian  cents  minted  from  1859  to  1909. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  extremely 
sharp  definition.  All  four  diamonds  are 
boldly  visible  and  the  feathers  are  complete 
to  their  very  tips.  The  reverse  has  fully 
defined  wreath  detail  and  the  shield  is  bold. 
The  surfaces  are  virtually  flawless  with  deep 


Add  to  Your  Numismatic  Library 
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With  any  order  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  that 
equals  or  exceeds  $100,  you  can  add  this  book  to  your 
numismatic  library  for  only  $40  (plus  shipping). 

The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then  this 
book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t  know  about  it, 
that  is  all  the  more  reason  to  order  a  copy!  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BDO-505. 

List  $75.00 


1 1 


orange  lustre  and  lilac-brown  toning.  Dus  is 
one  of  the  finest  Mint  State  1877  Indian 
cents  we  have  handled  in  recent  years.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur .  1 1 ,950 


Gem  1877  Indian  Cent 


1877  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  This  is  a  truly  lovely 
example  of  the  issue,  popular  among  collec¬ 
tors  over  many  decades.  In  fact,  this  example 
has  been  recognized  as  a  rarity  almost  since 
the  time  of  issue.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
have  lustrous  medium  brown  surfaces  with 
noticeable  orange  lustre  and  traces  of  lilac 
toning . 8,450 

Desirable  1877  Indian  Cent 

1877  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 
important  opportunity  to  acquire  this  key- 
date  issue.  This  example  provides  an  excel¬ 
lent  combination  of  grade  and  price.  A 

pleasing  coin . 2,495 

1877  AG-3  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example  for 
the  grade  with  the  date  complete  and  fully 
readable.  The  reverse  has  full  rims  while  the 


obverse  has  just  a  few  letters  at  upper  right 

and  left  merged  with  the  border . 295 

1883  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
virtually  full  light  orange  lustre .  279 


1884  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Pale  orange  with  dark 

iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse . 479 

1885  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality 

with  deep  brown  obverse  and  lighter  tan  re¬ 
verse.  Splashes  and  traces  of  orange  lustre  are 
present  on  both  sides .  399 

1893  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  light  orange  is  blended 

with  light  brown  toning .  195 

1894  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality 

with  light  brown  toning  and  substantial 
bright  orange  lustre .  219 

1903  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

blazing  orange  lustre .  395 

1908-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  or¬ 
ange  lustre,  typical  of  the  first  San  Francisco 

Mint  cents . 975 

1908-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  brown. 
A  popular  issue  representing  the  very  first 
one  cent  coin  struck  at  San  Francisco.  Trior 
to  1908,  this  Mint  had  only  produced  gold 

and  silver  coins .  145 

1909  Indian.  MS-64  RD.  Attractive  quality  with 
bright  orange  lustre  and  a  few  minor  toning 
spots  keeping  this  from  the  gem  level.  .  165 

Lincoln  Cents 

For  many  numismatists,  Lincoln  cents  arc 
the  first  series  collected,  especially  among  young 
collectors.  For  some,  this  beginning  turns  into  a 


R AHi  c<  >in  Review *149 


SF.rTEMBFRAVTOBER  2002 


g  MALL  CENTS  FOR  SALE 


serious  specialty,  tor  others,  the  Lincoln  cent 
collection  is  replaced  by  other  interests.  For 
those  in  the  former  category,  we  have  several 
scarce,  high-quality  coins  in  stock,  and  are  al¬ 
ways  looking  tor  more  nice  examples.  Never 
collected  this  series  before?  Discover  many  less 
expensive  coins  to  start  out. 

As  guides  to  appreciation  and  collecting, 
there  are  several  tine  hooks  on  Lincoln  cents, 
one  of  which  we  publish,  The  Complete  Guide  to 
Lincoln  Cents,  by  the  talented  David  Lange, 
whose  writing  we  always  enjoy.  This  guide  tells 
you  just  about  all  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about 
Lincoln  cents  from  1909  onward,  plus  a  lot  of 
things  you  probably  never  dreamed  of  asking 
about!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  section. 

1909-S  V.D.B.  F-15  (ANACS).  Fill  that  hole 
in  your  album  (or  slab  box)  with  this  delight¬ 
ful  example.  Choice  medium  brown  surfaces 
with  a  trace  of  olive . 659 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1914  Cent 


1914  Matte  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
absolutely  superb  gem  that  is  sure  to  please 
the  connoisseur.  Extremely  sharply  struck 
with  bright  orange  lustre  and  rings  of  deep 
orange  and  iridescent  toning .  2,975 

Gem  Mint  State  1921-S  Cent 


1921-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  virtually  full  orange 
lustre.  Very  light  traces  of  brown  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning  are  visible  on  either  side.  Ex¬ 
amples  of  this  issue  with  full  original  lustre 
are  extremely  rare . 2,500 

1922  Plain.  F-12  (ICG).  Light  brown  with 
typical  weak  obverse  and  much  stronger  re¬ 
verse . 579 

1934  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  225 

1935  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly 

lustrous . 45 

1937  Reeded  edge.  MS-63  RB.  Virtually  full  red, 
however,  with  numerous  spots  on  obverse 
and  reverse.  A  genuine  Lincoln  cent  with 

edge  reeding  added  at  a  later  date .  250 

Arrhe  1941  ANA  Convention  Ira  Reed  displayed 
and  sold  as  novelties  some  1937  cents  and  nickels  for 
which  he  had  the  edyes  reeded  hy  a  Philadelphia 
machine  shop.  However,  these  were  later  taken  sen- 
i  aisly  hy  s.  me  collectors  and,  in  fact,  were  even  listed 
for  a  time  in  A  ( iuirle  Book  of  U  S.  Corns. 


194 1-D  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange 

lustre .  39 

1943-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray.  65 
194 3-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  gray.  39 
1943-S  Steel.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light 

gray  surfaces . 39 

1944  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  orange 
lustre . 32 


Set  Registry™  Quality 
1945-S  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  deep  pink¬ 


ish  orange  lustre .  79 

1945-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 


Set  Registry™  Quality 
1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
example  for  the  connoisseur.  Sharply  struck 
as  it  should  be,  with  reflective  light  orange 
Proof  lustre.  This  is  the  highest  numerical 
grade  assigned  to  any  Proof  1950  Lincoln 
cent,  with  just  six  finer  examples  designated 
Cameo  of  Deep  Cameo.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  ..  750 

1952  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) .  139 

1953  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective.  59 

1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-62  BN 

(NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Traces  of  original  orange  lustre  is 
noted .  1,695 

For  a  sketch  of  this  fascinating  variety  and  the  part 
we  played  in  its  numismatic  recognition  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  please  see  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  148. 

Mint  State  1955  Doubled  Die  Cent 
1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-62  BN 

(ANACS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  very  dark  chocolate  brown  sur¬ 


faces . 1,495 

1955-S  MS-66  RD  (PCGS) . 32 

1967  Special  Mint  Set  specimen.  MS-67  RD 
(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  orange 
lustre . 49 

Rare  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Cent 


1969-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Medium  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of  lustre. 
Th  is  lesser  known  doubled  die  variety  has 
prominent  doubling  on  the  obverse,  almost  as 
sharp  as  that  found  on  the  1955  cent.  8,950 
1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-66  RD 
(NGC).  A  delightful  example  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  variety.  Fully  lustrous  with  brilliant  deep 

orange  surfaces . 679 

1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-65  RD 
(NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  deep  or¬ 
ange  lustre.  A  lovely  example  of  this  popular 
and  important  variety .  519 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1995  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-68  RI) 

(PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  light  orange  lus¬ 
tre.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS. ..  209 

1996  Mint  error.  Counter  brockage.  MS-65  RD. 

On  splayed  planchet,  etc.,  greatly  increasing 
its  diameter.  Interesting! . 99 


Two-Cent  Pieces 

Of  the  various  American  denominations 
two-cent  pieces  are  among  the  most  difficult  to 
find  in  a  combination  of  high  grade  and  qual¬ 
ity — right  along  with  Indian  and  Lincoln  cents, 
except  that  the  population  of  two-cent  pieces  is 
much  smaller.  Our  current  selection  is  very  brief. 
This  reflects  the  difficult  time  we  have  acquiring 
examples  for  our  inventory.  When  we  do,  they 
seem  to  sell  themselves. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
two-cent  pieces  for  sale?  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates?  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 
reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wrubel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Two  Cent  piece  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  this  hook  has  a  section  on 
two-cent  pieces,  although  you  will  buy  your  copy  for 
this  plus  all  else  it  contains.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

U.S.  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Quide  for  the  Col¬ 
lector  and  Investor.  By.  Q.  David  Bowers.  All  U.S. 
coppers  are  discussed.  176  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BBM-302.  List  $9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Longacre’s  Two-Cent  Piece:  1864  Attribution 
Quide.  By  Frank  Leone.  Every  idiosyncrasy  of  the  1864 
two-cent  piece  has  been  studied  by  this  well-known 
author.  Offers  hours  of  enjoyment  attributing  your  col¬ 
lection.  248  pages.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BLE-440. 
List  $24  95,  before  your  discount. 


Gem  Mint  State  1864  Two-Cent  Piece 
Large  Motto 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  I  lighly 
attractive  with  brilliant  light  orange  lustre.  A 
few  minor  flecks  are  present  on  each  side.  An 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  date 
or  type  collector.  Only  one  finer  example  has 

been  certified  by  PCGS .  2,475 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An 
exceptional  example  with  nearly  full  “red” 

lustre.  Doubled  18  in  date . 495 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Highly 
lustrous  with  deep  orange  surfaces  and  light 
greenish  brown  toning . 450 
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1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

deep  orange  with  light  hrown  on  the  high 
points  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  virtually 
full  red  with  just  a  trace  of  light  brown  ton¬ 
ing .  195 

1865  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Mint  red  either  side, 

actually  enough  that  some  might  call  it 
“RB.” . 359 

1865  AU-58.  Olive-brown  with  traces  of  faded 

lustre . 89 

1866  MS-66  RB  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spectacular 

example  with  considerable  deep  orange  lus¬ 
tre  blended  with  attractive  brown  toning. 
The  surfaces  are  exceptional .  1,295 

1869  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Lightly  reflective 
with  pale  orange  Proof  lustre  and  attractive 

iridescent  toning . 845 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Dark  brown  with 
hints  of  lilac  and  splashes  of  orange  lustre.  A 
lovely  example  with  satiny  surfaces .  269 

Nickel  Three- 
Cent  pieces 

Three-cent  pieces  of  nickel  alloyed  with  cop¬ 
per  were  introduced  in  1865  to  provide  a 
medium  of  exchange  in  a  market  milieu  in 
which  there  were  NO  silver  coins  in  circulation 
in  the  East  or  Midwest.  Much  if  not  most  of  the 
nickel  came  from  a  mine  at  Lancaster  Gap, 
Pennsylvania,  controlled  by  Joseph  Wharton 
(who  had  close  and  heavy  ties  with  politicians 
and  the  Mint;  today,  the  Wharton  School  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  is  named  for  him). 
By  the  way,  in  our  editorial  backlog  is  a  great 
article  on  the  Lancaster  Gap  Mine— watch  for  it 
in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Although  the  1865  nickel  three-cent  piece 
was  minted  in  large  numbers,  demand  for  it 
failed  to  materialize,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
Shield  nickel  the  next  year  sealed  its  fate. 

For  present-day  numismatists  this  specialty 
comprises  a  short  and  sweet  series,  from  1865- 
1889,  including  several  scarce  and  rare  issues, 
however,  very  easy  to  complete.  There  are  no 
“impossible”  rarities,  coins  that  are  out  of  reach 
of  the  average  collector.  In  fact,  depending  on 
condition,  the  entire  set  can  he  completed  eas¬ 
ily  with  a  modest  budget.  As  you  scan  the 
following  brief  offering,  remember,  you’ll  appre¬ 
ciate  our  quality  and  value. 

We’ve  been  buying  and  selling  nickel  three- 
cent  pieces  for  nearly  50  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  time  when  they  have  “accumu¬ 
lated”  in  our  inventory.  The  demand  is 
non-stop!  However,  since  our  last  issue  we’ve 
acquired  a  number  of  really  nifty  specimens — all 
presented  for  you  below. 

WE  WANT  TO  BUY!  Have  a  collection  of 
three-cent  pieces  for  sale.7  Or  some  high  quality 
duplicates.7  We  have  a  limitless  (almost)  cash 


reserve  just  waiting  to  buy  YOUR  coins!  Con¬ 
tact  Gordon  Wruhel  or  Mark  Borckardt  today! 

Three-cent  nickel  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a  section  on 
nickel  three-cent  pieces,  tucked  among  754  pages  in 
this  must-have  volume.  Illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BBR-764.  List  $1 35,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five -Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Authoritative  Reference  on  Three-Cent 
Nickels.  By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher.  The 
only  reference  available  dealing  solely  with  this  19^ 
century  denomination.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel 
three-cent  piece,  this  book  will  aid  in  your  appreciation 
of  it.  160  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-300.  List  $37.95,  before  your  discount. 

Gem  Proof  1866  Nickel  Three  Cents 
1866  Proof-65  (NGC).  Extremely  hold  design 
definition  with  exceptional  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  although 

not  designated  as  such .  1,775 

At  one  time  in  the  1950s  dealer  Abe  Kosoff  de¬ 
cided  to  hoard  Proofs  of  this  date  (years  ago,  dealers 
enjoyed  “cornering”  favorite  coins,  accumulating  them 
for  a  few  years,  then  selling  them  when  the  novelty 
passed — as  the  market  was  continually  rising,  there 
was  always  a  profit  to  be  made).  However,  he  never 
found  many,  and  gave  up  the  idea. 

1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  slight  cameo  contrast.  Lustrous  light 
gray  devices . 639 

Superb  Gem  1866  Nickel  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1869  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous  ex¬ 
ample  with  very  light  champagne  toning 
over  deeply  mirrored  fields.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  lustrous  devices.  Very  nearly 
Cameo  quality .  1,395 

Gem  Proof  1870  Three-Cent  Nickel 


1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  important 

opportunity  for  the  connoisseur.  Bright  and  re¬ 
flective  nickel  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of  cameo 
contrast.  Only  a  handful  of  similar  or  finer  qual¬ 
ity  examples  have  been  certified . 2,495 

1871  Proof-65  (NGC).  Reilective  light  gray 

with  slight  lustre  on  the  devices.  A  scarce 
early  Proof  example .  1,395 

1871  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  pristine  gem  quality 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  The 
surfaces  are  exceptionally  nice  without  spots 
or  other  imperfections.  Light  clash  marks  are 
visible  on  both  sides.  Just  1 1  finer  examples 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS . 995 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

187  3  Close  3.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  w  ith  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  de¬ 
vices,  all  visible  beneath  a  shear  drape  of 

champagne  toning .  1,150 

1873  Close  3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 
gold  toning  over  satiny  gray  surfaces.  Fully 
lustrous  and  very  sharply  struck .  465 

1875  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  attractive  with 
hints  of  light  gold  toning  over  frosty  lustre.  A 
scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  228,000 
examples .  375 

Choice  Proof  1877  Three-Cent  Piece 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

reflective  pale  gold  surfaces  and  slight  cameo 
contrast.  This  is  a  Prix>f-only  issue  and  always 
in  demand .  1,795 

The  Mint  kept  no  records  of  releasing  minor 
(copper  and  nickel)  coins  prior  to  1878,  and  we  can 
only  guess  how  many  were  made.  Guesses  for  the  1877 
nickel  three-cents  have  ranged  from  510  (a  known 
mintage  figure  for  certain  silver  coins  of  1877)  upward. 
Our  guess  is  about  1,250. 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
Proof  example  w  ith  lustrous  nickel-gray  sur¬ 
faces,  satiny  on  the  obverse  and  lightly  reflec¬ 
tive  on  the  reverse.  This  lovely  example  has 
the  appearance  of  a  circulation  strike,  except 
that  it  w'as  only  struck  in  Proof  format.  829 

1878  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

moderately  reflective  nickel  gray  surfaces.  A 
Proof-only  date . 595 

1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  light  gray  nickel  surfaces  and  traces  of 
cameo  contrast.  A  small  planchet  flake  is 
visible  on  the  reverse .  195 

Superb  Gem  1879  Three-Cent  Piece 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1879  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

quality  example  w'ith  brilliant  light  gray  lus¬ 
tre.  This  example  is  very  sharply  struck,  espe¬ 
cially  for  a  Mint  State  example.  The  obverse 
is  satiny  while  the  reverse  has  very  slightly 
prooflike  surface.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  connoisseur . 4,950 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 

w  ith  satiny  surfaces  and  very  light  Proof  lus¬ 
tre.  Pale  bluish  gray  surfaces  provide  consid¬ 
erable  aesthetic  appeal . 845 

1880  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  specialist.  Very  sharply  struck 
with  frosty  light  gray  lustre.  Tins  date  is  elu 
sive  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Most  high 
quality  survivors  are  Proof  examples.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  one  Mint  State  example  for 
every  10  submissions  of  this  date . 950 
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Our  Collection 
Porteolio  Program 


A  Special  Introductory  offer  for  You!  •  Save  $50;  $ioo;  or  more! 


We  invite  you  to  build  a  beautiful  and  meaningful  collection  with 
some  of  the  world’s  greatest  numismatic  experts  at  your  service.  The 
Bowers  and  Merena  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  most 
convenient  way  to  build  a  significant  collection  in  the  spe¬ 
cialty  of  your  choice.  Join  today  and  get  a  jump  start  on  your 
collection  by  taking  advantage  of  the  special  package  offers. 

Plus,  receive  a  PCGS  encapsulated  New  Hampshire  quarter 
as  a  special  thank  you  for  your  membership! 

Here  is  how  our  CPP  can  work  for  you: 

Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package 
of  choice,  rare,  and  interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your 
mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be  carefully  hand-picked  for  its  eye 
appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  We 
guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best: 

•  Indian  cents 

•  Type  set  of  U.S.  Coins 

•  Commemorative  half  dollars 

•  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars 

•  Franklin  half  dollars 

•  Morgan  silver  dollars 

•  Double  eagles 

•  United  States  gold  coins 

•  you  name  it! 

You  let  us  know  the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only 
PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or  “raw”  coins,  let  us  know  and  we 
will  comply.  We  will  review  the  coins  and  pick  only  the  pieces 
we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 

Our  expert  numismatists  including  Gordon  Wrubel,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Numismatic  Operations,  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Nu¬ 
mismatist  and  Dave  Bowers  will  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping 


track  of  coins  you  already  have.  Current  CPP  members  agree  that 
personal  service,  quality  of  coins  acquired,  and  flexibility  are  the 
greatest  attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program. 

Here  is  what  you  will  receive  each  month: 

Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your 
family  will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study, 
and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  attraction  for  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program  members:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at  a 
special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and 
personal  service  and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodical 
publications,  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and  The  Coin  Collector 
free  of  charge. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 

Telephone  Gordon  at  1  -800-222-5993  with  credit 
card  in  hand.  Let  him  know  your  collecting  interests, 
the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend  each  month 
(minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you  would  like  to 
collect.  Your  first  shipment  of  beautiful  coins  will  be  in 
your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change 
the  grade  you  desire,  your  monthly  payment,  or  the 
series  you  collect. 

Jump  Start  Special  Offers: 

It’s  easy  to  get  a  jump  start  on  your  collection.  Simply 
decide  what  series  you  would  like  to  collect.  Then  let  us  hand 
select  $500  list  price  in  coins  for  you  and  pay  only  $450.  Or, 
select  $  1 ,000  list  price  in  coins  and  pay  only  $900.  Get  a  giant 
leap  on  your  collection  by  ordering  $5,000  list  price  in  coins 
and  pay  only  $4500! ! !  These  special  offers  are  good  for  your  first 
month’s  selection  only. 


1  1  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 

Pnn>t  with  moderately  mirrored  fields.  .  795 

1 S8 1  Proof-66  (NGC).  Among  the  very  finest 
examples  of  this  date  we  have  seen.  Light 
gray  Proof  surfaces  with  considerable  cameo 
contrast . 995 

1881  MS-65  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample,  slightly  prooflike,  with  light  cameo 
contrast . 745 

1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  gem  Proof  has 

satiny  gray  lustre  with  pale  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Light  cameo  contrast  is  noted,  especially 
on  the  obverse .  775 

1883  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem 

quality  Proof  with  reflective  fields  and  lightly 
contrasting  cameo  devices.  Light  champagne 
toning  over  pale  gray  surfaces .  599 

1883  Proof -64  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  a  desir¬ 
able  example  for  the  date  specialist  or  type 
collector,  combining  quality  and  value. 
Strong  cameo  contrast  is  present  with  reflec¬ 
tive  light  gray  fields . 495 

1885  Proof-65  Cameo  (NGC).  An  attractive 

cameo  Proof  with  light  gray  surfaces  and 
hints  of  champagne  toning . 695 

Condition  Rarity  1886  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
Proof-only  date 

1886  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 

ing  example  and  an  extremely  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  This  is  the 
ONLY  Cameo  Proof  of  any  grade  certif  ied  by 
PCGS,  according  to  the  April  2002  Popula¬ 
tion  Report.  If  you  are  working  on  a  set  of 
these  coins  in  Cameo  Proof  grades,  you  need 
this  coin!  The  first  call  gets  it .  1,395 

Caveat:  Over  a  period  of  time,  Population  Report 
figures  never  decrease,  and  they  often  increase.  So,  if 
this  is  your  first  catalogue  from  us,  and  if  you  would  like 
to  buy  this  dandy  coin,  do  so  because  it  is  choice,  rare, 
and  beautiful.  Which  it  is,  indeed!  Don’t  buy  it  for  a 
Population  Report  number,  as  others  may  he  certified, 
resubmitted,  etc.,  etc. 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  light  gray  with 
hints  of  iridescent  toning.  This  is  a  Proof- 
only  issue  although  the  present  example 
looks  very  much  like  a  satiny  circulation 
strike.  Probably  very  inexpensive.  What  do 
you  think? .  795 

Memorable  Proof  1887/6  Three  Cents 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1887/6  Proof-65  Cameo  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
nickel-gray  example  with  reflective  fields  and 
lustrous  devices.  This  is  the  only  Cameo 
Proof  certified  by  PCGS  in  any  grade.  1,395 

1887/6  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  light  gray 
Proof  example  of  this  overdate.  A  Proof-only 


issue . 595 

1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  delightful  Proof  with 

lovely  pale  gold  toning .  575 

1889  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  gray 
Pr<x)f  for  your  date  or  type  collection. ..  545 


1889  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 


very  lightly  reflective  surfaces .  195 

1889  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  U  ively  example  of  this 
final  three-cent  nickel  denomination.  Fully 
lustrous  with  soft  frosty  surfaces  and  very1  faint 
champagne  toning  over  light  gray .  595 

Silver  Three-Cent 
_ Pieces _ 

Silver  three-cent  pieces  are  fascinating  to 
collect.  The  entire  series  from  1851  through 
1873  is  available,  with  no  “impossible”  rarities, 
although  in  general  the  issues  after  1863  are 
quite  elusive.  We  are  eager  buyers  of  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  if  you  have  some  choice  examples  for 
sale. 

Three-cent  silver  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Copies  of  this  reference  may  be 
found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  offices 
(or,  if  the  desk  is  especially  cluttered,  then  on  the 
floor!).  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Ce nt  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

1853  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  attractive  ivory  surfaces.  A 
splash  of  gold  is  noted  on  the  reverse.  This 
is  a  pleasing  gem  example  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 829 

Lustrous  1858  Three-Cent  Silver 
1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  out¬ 
standing  silver  lustre.  Final  year  of  issue  for 

the  Type  II  design .  1,695 

1858  MS-63  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen  with 
frosty  white  lustre.  Quite  scarce  in  any  Mint 

State  level .  769 

1862  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  lustre  with 

light  gold  toning  on  the  reverse . 975 

1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  pale  gold  toning . 485 

Mint  State  1868  Silver  Three-Cent  Piece 
1868  MS-63  (PCGS).  Slightly  prooflike  with 
very  light  champagne  toning  over  brilliant 
silver  surfaces.  A  scarce  date  in  Mint  State 

preservation .  1,695 

1870  AU-58  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  is  subdued 
by  deep  grayish  brown  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 775 


To  Order 

CALL:  800-222-5993 
FAX:  603-569-5319 


Nickel  Five-Cent 
_ Pieces _ 

Shield  Nickels 

Shield  nickels  are  the  first  coins  of  the  de¬ 
nomination  struck  m  nickel  alloy,  introduced 
during  the  continuing  shortage  of  small  denomi¬ 
nation  silver  coins,  when  citizens  were  forced  to 
use  Fractional  Currency  notes,  which  soon  be¬ 
came  tattered  and  torn.  First  introduced  to  the 
public  in  1866,  this  denomination  and  composi¬ 
tion  has  been  an  important  part  of  our 
circulating  coinage  ever  since. 

Nickel  five-cent  references  (all  designs): 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  l  J.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins.  Much  ado  about  nickel  five-cent  pieces 
will  be  found  here!  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Quide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor.  By  Q. 
David  Bowers.  An  inside  view  of  these  series.  168 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-303.  List 
$9.95,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  By 

Kevin  Flynn  and  Bill  van  Note.  This  book  will  make 
attribution  of  your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No. 
BFL-301.  List  $29.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Buffalo  Nickels.  By  David 
Lange.  This  second  edition  is  updated  with  new  infor¬ 
mation,  has  illustrations,  prices,  and  striking 
characteristics  of  each  issue,  all  by  one  of  the  more 
careful  observers  among  modem  researchers.  198  pages, 
illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-106A.  List 
$36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Cherry picker’s  Quide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties. 
Fourth  Editiotr  -  Volume  One.  By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T. 
Stanton.  Now  in  its  fourth  edition,  the  Cherrypicker’s 
Guide  provides  detailed  descriptions  of  varieties  that  can 
he  acquired  unattrihuted  at  conventions,  in  collections, 
and  even  in  your  pocket  change!  This  fourth  edition  has 
been  separated  into  multiple  volumes  covering  all  de¬ 
nominations.  422  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock 
No.  BF1-950.  List  $34-95,  before  your  discount. 

Choice  Proof  1866  With  Rays  Nickel 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1866  With  Rays.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold 
and  gray  toning  with  reflective  fields  and 
very  sharp  design  features.  A  lovely  example 
of  this  issue,  first  of  the  nickel  five-cent  coin¬ 
age . 2,575 


Gem  Proof  1874  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1874  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS)  This  is  an 
amazing  gem  quality  example  with  deeply 
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mirrored  fields.  This  example  is  tied  with 
one  other  cameo  Proof  tor  finest  certified  by 
PCGS.  An  extremely  important  opportu¬ 
nity . 1,975 

I8i4  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  lovely  example 
has  lightly  reflective  fields  with  considerable 
eye  appeal.  Very  light  gold  toning  is  noted  on 

each  side . 995 

1874  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  lustre 
with  extremely  sharp  design  features . 450 


Superb  Proof  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  gorgeous 
Proof  example  with  reflective  light  gray  fields 
and  lovely  iridescent  toning.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  is  present,  although  not  deep 
enough  to  receive  the  Cameo  designation. 
This  is  one  of  the  very  best  certified  by  PCGS 
with  only  a  single  submission  graded  Proof- 
68.  An  extremely  important  opportunity  for 

the  specialist  and  connoisseur . 2,395 

1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  light 
gray . 439 


Condition  Rarity  1882  Shield  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1 882  MS-66  ( PCGS).  This  pristine  gem  has  frosty 
light  gray  lustre  with  hints  of  champagne  ton¬ 
ing.  Tins  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  on  the 
market  today.  In  fact,  PCGS  has  only  graded 
three  finer  MS-67  coins . 1,395 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  with  bril¬ 

liant  light  gray  lustre.  An  attractive  coin  for 
your  type  collection . 279 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sensational  gem 
example  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  650 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 


brilliant  light  gray  surfaces . 295 

1883  Shield.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  with  light  gold  toning. ...  295 


Liberty  Head  nickels 

We’ve  always  liked  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
and  for  us  there  is  never  such  a  thing  as  having 
too  many  in  stock!  In  this  issue  our  offering  be¬ 
gins  with  1883  and  concludes  with  pieces  of  the 
early  20th  century,  and  along  the  way  includes 
many  interesting  and  worthwhile  specimens. 

1883  No  CENTS.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  at¬ 
tractive  light  gray  Proof.  Not  rare  as  a  Proof, 
but  as  these  were  made  only  in  one  year,  and 
for  only  part  of  that  year,  they  are  in  never- 
ending  demand  for  type  set  purposes. ...  975 


1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  brilliant  light  gray  lustre.  A  most 
attractive  gem  example . 875 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre .  785 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  and 
faint  champagne  toning . 295 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  bright  nickel  gray  lustre .  245 

1883  With  CENTS.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
light  gray  example  with  splashes  of  pale  am¬ 
ber  toning .  269 

1883  With  CENTS.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  239 

1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  light  gray 

with  moderate  cameo  contrast .  575 

1885  AG-3.  Light  gray  surfaces.  Not  of  Set  Reg¬ 

istry  Quality!  However,  this  is  a  very  nice, 
actually  numismatically  lovable  key  date,  and 
one  that  has  its  own  appeal.  Besides,  the 
price  is  only .  239 

1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Proof 

with  lightly  reflective  fields  and  a  hint  of 
cameo  contrast.  Pale  gold  and  heather  toning 
adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem.  A  highly  im¬ 
portant  key  date n,  second  only  to  the  1885 
among  Liberty  nickels  of  this  era . 975 

1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

light  gray  Proof  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  lilac 
toning . 629 


SEfTEMRF.R/CX  TTOBER  2002 


16 


Rare  coin  Review  *14^ 


P I VE'CENT  PIECES  FOR  SALE 


1  S8^  Proof-65  (R:C»S).  A  sharply  struck  gem 
1  roof  with  splashes  of  attractive  gold  toning. 

Lightly  reflective  fields .  569 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  light  gray  lustre  and  very  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning.  This  is  an  elusive  date  among 

coins  of  this  design  type .  365 

19Q0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray. .  139 

1901  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  125 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  139 

1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
sharp  design  features  and  pale  gold.  495 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  129 

1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  frosty  light  gray  ex¬ 

ample  with  considerable  eye  appeal.  Only 
one  coin  has  received  a  higher  grade  from 
PCGS .  1,375 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

brilliant  with  light  gray  lustre.  This  issue 
has  the  lowest  PCGS  population  of  any 
Liberty  nickel  after  1898. Wonder  why  this 
is  so? . 239 

1910  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exception¬ 

ally  nice  example  with  brilliant  light  gray 
surfaces  and  <very  faint  lilac  toning.  Very 
sharply  struck . 925 

In  our  opinion  the  various  Proof  coins  among 
Indian  cents,  Liberty  nickels,  and  Barber  coins  of  the 
first  decade  of  the  20th  century  are  dramatically  under- 
priced  in  today’s  market.  The  mintages  are  generally 
lower  for  these  coins  than  for  their  denomination 
counterparts  (Liberty  Seated  for  the  silver)  in  the 
1880s.  Check  the  figures  and  perhaps  you  will  agree. 

1912-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

deep  gold  toning . 369 

1912-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Natural  light  gray.  209 
1912-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  choice  Mint  State 
example  of  this  scarce  issue.  Attractive  golden 
toning  is  present  over  satiny  lustre.  The  only 
San  Francisco  Liberty  nickel  and  first  of  the 
denomination  struck  at  that  facility.  ..  1,295 

Buffalo  nickels 

If  you  like  Buffalo  nickels,  you’ll  love  doing 
business  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  as  for 
years  we  have  been  the  primary  source  for  many 
connoisseurs  building  really  choice  collections. 


It  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty  in  Buffalo 
nickels,  this  listing  offers  a  particularly  extensive 
selection — one  of  the  finest  ever.  It  you  are  an 
advanced  specialist,  then  we  invite  you  to  order 
pieces  that  you  still  need.  Either  way,  a  very  nice 
selection  awaits  you! 


Matte  Proof  1913  Type  1  Nickel 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  Matte  Proof-65  (PCGS). 
Highly  attractive  with  extremely  sharp  design 
features  and  satiny  light  gray  surfaces.  The 
type  collector  searching  for  an  especially  sharp 
example  of  this  design  type  would  do  well  to 
consider  a  Matte  Proof. .  2,995 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  outstanding  light  gray  lustre  and 
pale  gold  toning .  259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  light  gray  and  gold  lustre.  ..  259 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 

gold  toning  over  brilliant  lustre .  139 

191 3- D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully 

brilliant  with  satiny  lustre . 319 

1914  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre  and  very  light  gold  toning. ...  459 

1914- D  MS-63  (NGC).  A  pleasing  example 

with  satiny  lustre  and  very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1914-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 495 


Gem  Matte  Proof  1915  Nickel 


1915  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 
Matte  Proof  example  with  light  nickel  gray 
surfaces  and  hints  of  pale  gold  toning.  Ex- 


Add  to  Your  Numismatic  Library 


Federal 
Half  Dimes 
1792-1837 


With  any  order  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  that  equals  or 
exceeds  $100,  you  can  add  this  hook  to  your  numismatic  li¬ 
brary  for  only  $37.95  (plus  shipping). 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792' 1837 

By  Russell  ].  Logan  and  John  W.  M cCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismatics’  most  accomplished 
authors.  Packed  with  information  on  this  obscure  but  fascinating 
series.  293  pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 


The  Bowers  and 
Merena  Staff 

•President  &  Editor,  Rare 
Coin  Review — Q.  David  Bowers. 

•  Vice  President — Christine 
Karstedt. 

•Direct  Sales  Dept. — Al 

Pinkall,  Director  of  our  Rare  Coin 
Gallery;  Mark  Borckardt,  Senior 
Numismatist;  Gordon  Wruhel,  Di¬ 
rector  of  Numismatic  Operations; 
Betty  Wruhel,  Administrative  As¬ 
sistant. 

•Auction  Dept. — John  Tack, 
Auction  Director;  Dr.  Richard  A. 
Bagg,  Auction  Adviser;  Cheryl 
Perry.  Numismatists:  Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Q. 
David  Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich, 

Jr.,  John  Pack,  Beth  O.  Piper, 
Frank  Van  Valen,  and  others. 

•  Research  Dept. — Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David 
Bowers,  John  J.  Kraljevich,  Jr. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer 
Meers,  Manager;  Robert  Lawrence, 
Jamie  Ashby. 

•Photography  Dept. — Doug 
Plasencia,  Manager;  Jenna  V.  King, 
Photography  assistant. 

•Admin  i  st  rat  ion — J  ohn 

Babalis,  Operations  Manager; 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Co¬ 
ordinator;  Debbie  McDonald,  Pam 
Roberts,  Carol  Travers,  Jeremy 
Wiggin. 

•Publications  Dept. — John 
Babalis,  Mary  Tocci. 

•Financial  Dept. — Laurel  A. 
Morrill,  Controller;  Betty  Green. 


DISPLAY  AND 

Enjoy  your  Coins 

Our  “Eagle"  notebook  albums 
with  clear  plastic  album  pages  for 
the  storage  and  enjoyable  display  of 
your  certified  coins  fill  the  bill — 
and  at  low  cost.  Instead  of  having 
your  “slabs”  rattle  around  in  a 
box,  display  and  appreciate  them! 
For  more  information,  see  page  42 
of  this  Rare  Coin  Renew 
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tremely  sharply  struck  as  are  all  examples  in 
this  format.  Exceptional  surfaces  with  amaz¬ 
ing  eye  appeal . 2,150 

191 5-  D  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold.  289 

1916- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  gold 

toning  over  nickel  gray  surfaces.  Average 
strike  for  this  issue . 295 

1916-D  MS-63.  Fully  lustrous  with  attractive 
light  gold  toning . 295 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  with  light 
champagne  toning.  Slightly  weak  central 
obverse  and  reverse .  195 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  bright 
gray  lustre.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the 
centers  of  obverse  and  reverse .  139 


Lustrous  1918/7-D  Nickel  Rarity 


1918/7-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  at¬ 
tractive  gold  toning  and  considerable  re¬ 
maining  lustre.  A  lovely  coin,  a  find  for  the 
connoisseur  and  specialistAlthough  not  fully 
struck  (nor  are  any  authentic  specimens 
needle  sharp),  this  is  a  highly  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  seldom  encountered  in  such  quality. 
Indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
Buffalo  nickels  we  have  offered  in  recent 

years! .  15,500 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

lovely  gold  and  iridescent  toning .  735 

1920  MS-64  (NGC).  Superb  quality  for  the 
grade  with  lustrous  surfaces  and  very  light 

gold  toning .  245 

1921-S  VF-20  (ANACS).  Pleasing  light  gray 

surfaces  with  hints  of  amber  toning . 450 

1923  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  lustre  and  faint  champagne  toning. 

Highly  attractive . 635 

1924-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lovely  nickel-gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  full  satiny  lustre.  Typical  strike  for 

the  issue . 435 

1924-S  VF-25  (PCGS).  Natural  medium  gray 
with  darker  steel  toning  outlining  the  de¬ 
vices . 495 

1924-S  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  natural  nickel  gray  surfaces . 485 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
199 

1926-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 
issue .  1,150 

1 927  MS-65  ( PCGS).  Attractive  with  light  gray 

lustre .  295 

1929-.S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  satiny  lustre .  419 

1930  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  gray  with 

hints  of  gold  toning . 495 

193 1  -S  MS-65  (P( X iS).  1  lighly  attractive  with 
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brilliant  light  gray  lustre  and  wisps  of  pale 
gold  toning.  This  is  the  only  issue  hearing  the 


date . 289 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  brilliant  nickel-gray  lustre .  395 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

1934- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 

quality  example  with  satiny  light  gray  lus¬ 
tre.  Only  nine  finer  MS-66  coins  have 
been  certified  by  PCGS.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity . 895 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty 
nickel-gray .  239 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  com¬ 
pliments  brilliant  satiny  lustre . 495 

1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Soft  frosty  lustre  with 
pale  gold  toning.  An  extremely  attractive 
gem  example . 479 

Gem  Proof  1936  Nickel 


1936  Satin.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
quality  with  extremely  sharp  design  features 
and  satiny  white  lustre .  2,295 


Gem  Proof  1936  Buffalo  Nickel 
Brilliant  Mirrored  Surfaces 


1936  Type  II.  Proof-66  Brilliant  (PCGS).  An 

incredible  gem  example  with  brilliant  bluish- 
gray  surfaces.  Mirror  surfaces.  A  delightful 
and  very  popular  coin,  a  rarity  in  the  context 
of  modern  Proofs . 2,850 

1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with  pale 

gold  over  frosty  lustre .  199 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  attractive  gold  toning .  109 

1936-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  surfaces .  199 

Superb  Proof  1937  Nickel 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  superb  Proof  has 

exceptionally  deep  mirrored  fields  with  very 
light  champagne  and  pale  blue  toning.  All 
design  features  are  extremely  sharp.  An  out¬ 
standing  gem  for  the  connoisseur .  2,495 

Gem  Proof  1937  Nickel 
1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
light  nickel-gray  surfaces.  An  important  op¬ 


portunity  for  the  date  specialist  or  type  col¬ 
lector .  1,650 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

sharply  struck .  79 

1937-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 65 

Mint  State  1937-D  3-Legs  Buffalo 


1937-D  3  Legs.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  Mint  State  example  of  this  popular  Buf¬ 
falo  nickel  variety.  This  example  has  full 
satiny  lustre  with  light  gold  toning.  This  va¬ 
riety  has  been  popular  among  collectors  for 
many  years  since  its  discovery .  2,450 

1937- D  3  Legs.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Natural  light 
gray  surfaces  with  wisps  of  gold  toning.  595 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  quality  example  with  very  light 
gold  toning.  Highly  lustrous  and  most  attrac¬ 
tive.  PCGS  has  only  graded  two  coins  at  the 


higher  MS-68  grade  level . 275 

1938-D/D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  faint  gold  toning .  99 


1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  superb 
gem  is  sharply  struck  and  has  amazing  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal.  A  very  popular  and  affordable 
over-mintmark  variety .  295 

Jefferson  nickels 

Our  current  offering  of  Jefferson  nickels  is 
magnificent,  with  quality  examples  for  all  bud¬ 
gets.  Of  course,  quality  is  the  key  word  when 
collecting  these  coins,  as  with  all  series.  Once 
you  see  one  coin,  you’ll  finish  your  collection 
through  us.  Place  a  sample  order  today. 

1938  Jefferson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  slightly  reflective  satin  lustre .  69 

1938-D  Jefferson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  sharply  struck  with  lovely  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 52 

1938- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  bril¬ 
liant  with  a  hint  of  lilac  toning .  59 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  at¬ 

tractive  light  gold  toning.  This  date  has  long 
been  considered  a  key  to  the  series .  119 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty  with 

just  a  touch  of  light  gold  toning .  52 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  54 
1940  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
pale  gray  surfaces . 69 

1940- D  MS-66  FS  (PC  1GS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and  attractive  gold  ton 
ing . 89 
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1940-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 

lovely  gold  lustre . 69 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous . 59 

1940- S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  a  hint 
ot  lilac  toning  over  light  gray  surfaces.  ...  79 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

nearly  qualifying  as  Full  Steps . 49 

1941  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  lus¬ 
tre . 69 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

light  gold  toning .  36 

1 94 I'D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  superb  gold  toning.  99 
1 94 I'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  with 
pleasant  gold  toning . 59 

194 1- D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  toning . 69 

1942- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  light  gold 
toning .  109 

A  much  scarcer  issue  than  conventional  modern 
wisdom  would  suggest. 

1942-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous 

with  lovely  gold  toning .  79 

1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

gold  toning. ..« . 69 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous .  59 

1942-P  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant . 39 

1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
with  attractive  silver  lustre.  This  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  silver  wartime  composition.  49 

The  wartime  composition  was  an  unusual  mixture 
of  56%  copper,  35%  silver,  and  9%  manganese. 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  lustre.  39 

1943- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  satiny  silver  lustre .  49 

1943-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  silver  sur¬ 
faces . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1943-D  MS-67  FS  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 

faint  amber  toning . 229 

1943-D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  silvery  gray 
surfaces  with  light  champagne  toning.  ...  69 

1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

194TD  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 

with  very  light  toning . 69 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

194 3-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

fully  brilliant  white  lustre .  1 19 

1 94 3-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  45 

1 94 3-S  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  79 


194 3-S  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 
lustrous .  169 

1943- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  39 

1944- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  w  isp>  of 

gold  toning . 99 

1944-P  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous .  149 

1944-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  full  lus¬ 
tre . 69 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre .  59 

1944-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  52 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945- P  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  55 

1945-P  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

light  gold  toning . 45 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1 945 -S  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  hilly  brilliant  lustre .  99 

1945-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  attract.v  re  example 
has  frosty  silver  lustre .  59 

1945- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946- D  MS-66  FS  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  faint  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  frosty  lustre . 89 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1947- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  55 

1947- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1948- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  pleasing  nickel  gray  lustre. ...  55 

1948- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1949- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1949- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1950  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1950- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1950- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

195 1- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  129 

195 1-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1951- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1952- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1953- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding,  superb 

gem  example  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and 

considerable  aesthetic  appeal .  129 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof .  ...  39 
1958-D  MS-65  FS  (PCGS).  Lustrous  satiny  sur¬ 
faces  with  hints  of  pale  gold  toning .  59 

1959  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Reflective..  89 


Set  Registry™  Qualitv 
1961  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (IX  X  iS)  Tins  i- 
an  absolutely  spectacular  gem  Proof  with 


deeply  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lustrous 
light  gray  devices . 675 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1963  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCC IS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example .  395 

1 964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PC  X IS).  An  amazing  gem 

Proof. .  1 29 

1964  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Outstanding . 49 

1994-P  S.M.S.  MS-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
attractive .  195 


A  Nice  Note 
from  Oren  j. 

Dear  Dave  and  Friends  at 
Bowers  and  Merena, 

1  recently  was  injured  and  de¬ 
cided  to  revisit  my  dusty  old  coin 
collection  that  I  basically  haven’t 
done  much  with  since  1  went  to 
Vietnam,  and  this  was  a  long  time 
ago. 

United  States  coins  from  the 
1790s  have  always  intrigued  me. 
With  my  enthusiasm  refreshed,  I 
decided  to  check  the  Internet  to 
see  what  I  could  find. 

By  chance  I  came  across  your 
auction,  and  the  coins  were  unbe¬ 
lievable.  1  had  never  seen  such  a 
nice  selection.  I  was  a  hit  hesi¬ 
tant,  hut  the  1 794  half  cent 
seemed  to  speak  directly  to  me.  I 
had  never  hid  on  such  a  coin  be¬ 
fore,  and  although  it  was  not 
among  the  more  expensive  items 
in  your  sale,  for  me  it  was  particu¬ 
larly  desirable.  1  signed  up  and 
submitted  a  bid. 

To  say  the  least  I  was  shocked 
when  I  was  notified  that  I  had  ac¬ 
tually  won  it.  Of  course,  I  had 
hoped  I  might  be  successful,  but 
when  1  actually  was,  I  was  sur¬ 
prised. 

1  sent  my  check  to  you  and 
received  back  the  most  beautiful 
coin  1  own,  bar  none.  It  will  never 
be  re-sold  while  I  am  alive,  but  1 
do  hope  to  add  a  couple  more 
coins  from  the  1 790s  along  with 
it.  You  made  a  believer  out  of  me! 
Hope  to  do  more  business  with 
you  in  the  future.  Thanks! 


VISIT  US  ON  THE  WEB 

- - -  ■  ■  t  ■  * 1  '■—■■■  :  • 

.  www.bowersandmerena.com 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Question 
&  Answer 


Forum 

QI  just  returned  from  the 
American  Numismatic  As 
sociation  show  in  New  York. 
It  was  a  lot  of  fun.  My  wife  and  son 
also  had  a  good  time.  There  were  so 
many  people  at  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  bourse  table  that  I 
was  not  able  to  visit  with  you,  but  I 
hope  to  plan  better  next  time.  It  looks 
as  though  you  were  super  busy! 

From  a  price  viewpoint  is  this  year 
a  good  time  to  buy  a  1934-S  Peace  sil- 
ver  dollar  in  MS-63  or  MS-64?  Also, 
do  you  think  I  should  try  to  buy  it  at 
auction,  or  should  I  try  retail.7 

Further,  during  this  past  year  I 
have  changed  my  direction  somewhat 
and  I  have  been  purchasing  coins  for 
the  way  that  they  look  to  me,  with  at¬ 
tractive  lustre,  toning,  or  whatever.  If 
they  are  really  beautiful  to  me  I  buy 
them,  w  ith  grading  numbers  being  not 
as  important.  Also,  I  sometimes  buy  a 
beautiful  coin  in  a  series  that  I  do  not 
specialize  in,  simply  because  it  is  ap¬ 
pealing.  What  do  you 
think  of  this  idea? 

Among  my  other  ques¬ 
tions,  why  is  it  that  cer¬ 
tain  Proof  coins  cost  more 
money  than  do  some  cir¬ 
culated  coins  when  there 
are  more  Proof  coins 
available? 

One  last  question: 

Why  is  it  that  one-cent 
pieces  certified  as  “red”  or 
“RD”  on  holders  cost  so 
much  money,  when  sometimes  brown 
(BN)  or  red  and  brown  (RB)  pieces 
are  many  times  more  beautiful  to  look 
at?  Thank  you.  —  T.M. 


A  I  and  other  Bowers  and  Merena 
staff  members  hope  indeed  that 
you  will  see  us  at  a  future  show. 
And,  in  addition  to  this,  the  red  carpet  is 
always  out  for  you  if  you  would  like  to  at¬ 
tend  one  of  our  auctions  in  person.  We 
regularly  have  them,  and  the  geographical 
locations  vary.  As  I  write  this,  our  next 
one  is  in  Beverly  Hills  on  September  22, 
and  after  that  we  have  many  other  great 
events  as  well.  I  am  already  excited  about 
our  November  sale  in  Baltimore  (which 
will  have  some  really  dazzling  tokens  and 
paper  money  in  addition  to  a  full  menu  of 
coins). 

With  regard  to  the  1934-S  Peace 
dollar,  in  my  opinion  the  current  mar¬ 
ket  value  today  is  quite  reasonable.  The 
value  is  considerably  less  than  it  was  at 
the  height  of  the  market  in  1989,  and 
yet  pieces  are  no  easier  to  find.  In  fact, 
they  are  more  difficult  to  locate,  as  in¬ 
terest  in  coins  has  increased  since  then. 
In  my  opinion  MS-63  or  MS-64  repre¬ 
sent  especially  good  value  possibilities, 
as  quite  a  few  “big  buyers” 
believe  that  “investment 
grade”  coins  begin  at  MS- 
65  or  MS-66.  Let  them 
think  this  way,  while  in 
the  meantime  many  MS- 
63  and  MS-64  coins  can 
be  had  for  prices  much 
less  than  would  be  the 
case  if  mindless  investors 
were  numerous  among 
the  buyers. 

I  believe  it  a  dandy  idea 
to  buy  a  coin  if  it  is  appeal¬ 
ing  to  you,  even  if  you  do  not  specialize  in 
the  series.  Over  a  long  period  of  time  I 
have  acquired  quite  a  few  odds  and  ends 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  any  aspect 
of  American  numis¬ 
matics  .  All  will  be 
answered  privately  by 
Dave  Bowers  and  our 
staff,  and  selected 
questions  will  be 
used  in  this  column. 


in  the  way  of  paper  notes,  medals,  tokens, 
and  interesting  coins  simply  because  they 
appeal  to  me  for  one  reason  or  another. 
For  example,  in  my  collection  at  the  bank 
I  have  three  double  eagles,  although  I  cer¬ 
tainly  don’t  specialize  in  the  $20  denomi¬ 
nation.  They  are  an  1854-S  with  “sea  wa¬ 
ter  Uncirculated”  surfaces  believed  to 
have  been  from  the  wreck  of  the  S.S.  Yan¬ 
kee  Blade,  a  lovely  Mint  State  1857-S’ 
from  the  well  known  S.S.  Central  Ainerica 
treasure,  in  which  we  were  deeply  in¬ 
volved,  and  a  very  nice  1865-S  from  the 
treasure  of  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan, 
which  we  sold  at  auction.  1  do  love  coins 
with  a  story! 

Speaking  of  stories,  if  you  haven’t  or¬ 
dered  a  copy  of  my  More  Adventures  With 


Rare  Coins  book,  please  do  so.  Here  is  a 
little  special  guarantee  for  you:  After  read¬ 
ing  it,  if  you  don’t  consider  it  to  be  worth 
the  price  paid,  let  me  know,  I  will  refund 
your  money,  and  you  can  keep  the  book 
for  free! 

With  regard  to  Proof  coins  costing 
more  money  than  circulated  pieces,  this  is 
because  a  Proof  coin  in  any  instance  is 
considered  to  be  “better”  than  a  worn  ex¬ 
ample.  Also,  a  Mint  State  coin  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  more  valuable  than  a  worn 
piece.  Let  me  mention  that  among  the 
rare  1873-CC  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
without  arrows  at  date,  there  are  three 
Mint  State  pieces  and  one  worn  coin. 

Although  the  worn  coin  is  rarer,  it  is 
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not  worth  as  much  money.  Similarly,  it 
one  were  to  find  an  1877  Shield  nickel, 
struck  only  in  Proof  format,  in  a  grade 
such  as  VF,  having  been  carried  as  a 
pocket  piece,  it  would  not  bring  as  much 
as  a  Proof.  While  this  might  not  be  com¬ 
pletely  logical,  1  do  not  disagree  with  the 
concept.  1  would  personally  rather  have  a 
high-grade  coin  than  a  lower  grade  piece. 

With  regard  to  coins  that  are  certified 
as  “red,”  in  our  catalogues  over  a  long  pe- 
ricxl  of  time  we  have  mentioned  that  a  lot 
of  this  nomenclature  is  absolutely  silly — 
and  that  there  are  many  certified  “red" 
coins  with  spots,  splotches,  stains,  and 
otherwise  unattractive  features.  For  my 
money,  a  lustrous  brown  coin  or  a  nice  red 
and  brown  coin,  with  nicely  blended  ton¬ 
ing,  is  far,  far  finer  than  a  certified  “red” 
coin  that  is  not  attractive  to  look  at — 
and,  of  course,  there  is  a  bonus  that  quite 
a  few  investors  will  not  touch  a  brown  or 
red  and  brown  coin,  resulting  in  their 
prices  being  but  a  fraction  of  a  “red”  piece 
in  many  instances — almost  a  gift  to 
people  such  as  you  and  me  who  appreci¬ 
ate  the  difference.  Perhaps  this  knowledge 
should  not  be  spread  too  widely! 

Thank  you  again  for  writing.  1  hope 
this  helps. 


QI  have  a  question  concerning 
the  striking  of  United  States 
Proof  coins  from  1858  to 
1 900.  1  have  always  assumed  that  the 
Proof  dies  were  struck  first,  and  then 
used  to  coin  business  strikes.  In  my 
mind  this  is  one  of  the  ways  prooflike 
business  strikes  occurred.  Can  you  tell 
me  if  my  thinking  is  accurate? — M.H. 

A  Yes  and  no.  There  are  a  few  in 
stances  among  1858-1900 
Proof  coins  in  which  dies  to 
make  Proofs  were  also  used  to  make  cir¬ 
culation  strikes,  probably  mostly  in 
small  denomination  gold,  but  studies 
are  incomplete.  An  example  is  provided 
by  a  Proof  gold  dollar  die  used  to  strike 
Proofs  of  1862  through  1873  inclusive, 
1875,  and  some  (hut  not  all)  Proofs  of 
1876.  The  same  obverse  die  was  then 
used  to  make  circulation  strikes  (a  term 
I  like  better  than  Walter  Breen’s  “busi¬ 


ness  strikes”)  of  1879.  Then  the  die  was 
relapped,  and  now  with  additional  pol¬ 
ished  areas  in  the  headband,  was  used  to 
make  circulation  strikes  of  gold  dollars 
in  1888  and  1889. 

However,  it  is  probably  the  case  that 
the  vast  majority  of  Proof  dies  were  kept 
in  the  Medal  Department  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint,  where  they  were  used  to 
make  Proofs  and  only  Proofs.  Generally, 
Proofs  were  struck  early  in  each  year,  in 
January  and  February,  then,  as  needed, 


were  made  at  later  times  as  well.  It  was 
thus  essential  to  have  Proof  dies  on  hand 
and  ready  to  go. 

As  an  example,  for  the  Proof  Morgan 
silver  dollar  of  1885,  in  January  there  were 
200  delivered.  Then,  February:  none; 
March:  200;  April:  none;  May:  none; 
June:  1 50;  July:  none;  August:  none;  Sep¬ 
tember:  50;  October:  none;  November: 
none;  December:  330. 

One  might  suppose  that  the  200  for 
January  were  to  provide  a  st(x:k  for  orders 
sure  to  arrive,  plus,  possibly,  some  on 


hand.  Apparently,  this  quantity  sufficed, 
for  no  more  were  needed  until  March. 
The  “blip”  in  December  is  no  doubt  ex¬ 
plained  by  holiday  demand,  which 
throughout  the  era  was  usually  strong.  In 
fact,  delivery  dates  for  certain  circulation 
strikes  of  “gift”  coins,  such  as  gold  dollars 
of  the  1880s,  often  had  a  peak  around  this 
time. 

Returning  to  the  Proof  dollars  of  1885, 
it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  200  + 
200  +  1 50  +  50  made  through  September, 
or  a  total  of  600  pieces,  actually  found 
buyers  and  left  the  Mint.  Regarding  the 
330  for  December,  it  is  likely  that  most  of 
these  were  sold  as  well,  as  the  figure  is  pre¬ 
cise  enough  to  suggest  an  educated  guess 
for  demand.  Any  unsold  coins  tin  hand  af¬ 
ter  January  1,  1886,  might  have  been  re¬ 
leased  into  circulation  or  offered  to  local 
dealers  (such  as  J.  Colvin  Randall)  for 
face  value.  I  do  know  that  local  dealers 
bought  quantities  of  unsold  single  Proof 
Indian  cents,  nickel  three -cent  coins,  and 
Liberty  Head  nickels,  but  I  am  not  sure 
about  high  denominations  such  as  the 
dollar. 

The  preceding  scenario  shows  that  it 
is  likely  that  Proof  dies  would  have  been 
kept  on  hand  in  the  Medal  Department 
(were  Proofs  were  made)  at  the  Mint, 
and  not  sent  out  into  the  general  coin¬ 
ing  room  where  circulation  strikes  were 
made  in  quantity. 

Among  earlier  (pre-1858  Proof  coins, 
these  being  earlier  than  the  range  men¬ 
tioned  in  your  query),  there  are  many  in¬ 
stances  of  dies  for  large  copper  cents, 
gold  quarter  eagles,  etc.,  being  used  for 
circulation  strikes  as  well  as  Proofs. 

Regarding  prooflike  (not  PrixY)  coins 
of  the  1858-1900  era,  these  were  from 
circulation  strike  dies  that  were  given 
polish  at  the  Mint.  This  was  done  some¬ 
times  in  the  course  of  normal  die  finish¬ 
ing  (otherwise  there  would  be  prominent 
die  striae,  as  on  the  majority  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  silver  coins  circa  1861-1865). 
It  is  likely  that  many  prooflike  coins  were 
from  dies  that  were  polished  to  remove 
clash  marks,  or  “pebbling”  from  exten¬ 
sive  use,  etc.  Probably  no  one  answer  fits 
all  scenarios. 
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United  States 
Silver  Coins 


Half  Dimes 


It  you  like  halt  dimes,  our  forthcoming  Balti¬ 
more  auction  in  November  will  be  a  landmark 
event.  Watch  tor  announcments! 

Our  selection  of  halt  dimes  emphasizes  the 
Liberty  Seated  series,  although  a  couple  ot  earlier 
issues  will  merit  attention  as  will  some  nice 
Capped  Bust  varieties. 

Half  Dime  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed 
numismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may 
be  found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  of¬ 
fices.  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Flardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837.  By  Russell  J. 
Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey.  A  first-class  reference 
by  two  of  numismatics’  most  accomplished  authors. 
Packed  with  great  reading  on  this  obscure  but  fascinat¬ 
ing  series,  not  rehashes  of  “population  reports,”  but 
solid,  useful  information  that  will  appeal  to  anyone 
with  a  sense  of  numismatic  tradition,  history,  art,  and 
technicalities.  293  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BRL-100.  List  $75,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half 
Dimes.  By  A1  Blythe.  Everything  the  interested  collec¬ 
tor  needs  to  know  about  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes, 
including  information  about  die  varieties.  168  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBL-105.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Mint  State  1830  Half  Dime 

1830  Logan  McCloskey-3,  Valentine-8.  MS- 
64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  lustre 
and  intermingled  dark  gold  and  ivory  toning. 
Sharply  struck  and  very  pleasing.  An  out¬ 
standing  example  for  the  date  or  type  collec¬ 
tor .  1,495 

1832  LM-12,  V-2.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  A 
sharply  struck  impression  with  satiny  lustre 

and  attractive  pale  gold  toning .  339 

1836  LM-5,  V-6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  irides¬ 
cent  toning  subdues  the  satiny  lustre.  Nearly 
gem  (Quality  and  extremely  attractive.  1,350 
M45  AU-53.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous. .  129 
1 856  MS-64  (P(  X  iS).  A  frosty  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  ivory  lustre . 635 
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Gem  1856-0  Half  Dime 
From  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1856-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  Fully  lustrous 
with  light  ivory  surfaces.  This  is  one  of  three 
examples  certified  by  PCGS  with  none  finer. 

From  the  Eliasberg  Collection .  2,750 

1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  on  obverse  with  peripheral  toning  on  re¬ 
verse . 800 

1859  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Beautiful  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing  on  obverse,  peripheral  toning  on  reverse. 
Modified  style  this  year  only  (with  slightly 
slimmer  arms  to  Miss  Liberty,  etc.) . 800 

Mint  State  1864  Half  Dime 
1864  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  brilliant  ivory  at  the  centers  of 
obverse  and  reverse,  framed  by  rose  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning  along  the  borders.  A  very 
scarce  issue  that  at  one  time  was  considered 

a  Proof-only  date .  1,495 

1866  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  with 
extremely  sharp  design  features.  Lightly 
toned  over  satiny  lustre.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  half  dime  enthusiast.  1 ,295 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1872  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  quality 
half  dime  with  brilliant  ivory  lustre.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck.  A  gem  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur.  Only  five  finer  MS-66  grade  coins 
have  been  certified  by  PCGS .  1,195 


Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  includes  several  no¬ 
table  early  pieces  commencing  with  the  Capped 
Bust  and  Liberty  Seated  issues,  a  number  of  Bar¬ 
ber  dimes  of  interest  and  importance,  and  then 
a  truly  notable  selection  of  Mercury  dimes.  Read, 
contemplate,  and  then  place  your  order.  You  will 
he  delighted  with  the  quality! 


Dime  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America’s  most  highly  acclaimed 
numismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may 
be  found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  of¬ 
fices.  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764.  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  By 

Brian  Greer.  A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each  date  and  mintmark 
is  covered,  including  grading,  major  variety  analysis, 
history,  and  scarcity.  185  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BGR-222.  List  $36.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  ot 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

Treasure  Hunting  Mercury  Dimes.  By  John  A. 
Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn.  The  first  reference  available 
covering  a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  varieties. 
Divided  into  three  important  sections  with  value  charts 
for  all  varieties  covered.  120  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFL-302.  List  $29.95,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

EARLY  DIMES 


Choice  1814  JR-3  Dime 
STATESOFAMERIC  A  Variety 


1814  Large  Date.  John  Reich-3.  MS-64 

(NGC).  This  lovely  example  has  strong  cen¬ 
tral  design  features  with  very  slight  peripheral 
weakness.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
highly  lustrous  with  ivory  surfaces.  Variety 
with  STATES  OF  AMERICA  closely 
spaced,  appearing  as  one  long  word.  ..  5,750 
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Dimes  for  sale 


Gem  Mint  State  1829  Dime 


1829  Medium  IOC.  JR- 12.  Rarity-3.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  example  has  out¬ 
standing  frosty  lustre  with  mostly  silver  sur¬ 
faces  and  faint  champagne  toning . 6,595 


Rare  1829  Curl  Base  2  Dime 
Elusive  JR- 10  Variety 


1829  Curl  Base  2.  JR-10.  Rarity-6.  G-6 

(PCGS).  Deep  gray  fields  with  lighter  gray 
devices.  A  few  old  scratches  may  he  seen  on 
the  reverse.  This  is  an  important  rarity,  first 
discovered  in  1973,  with  perhaps  a  couple 
dozen  known  to  date . 5,500 


Choice  1830  Dime 
John  Reich-3 


1830  Medium  10C.  JR-3.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Lightly  toned  obverse  with  a  few  minor  sur¬ 
face  marks.  The  surfaces  exhibit  satiny  lustre. 
The  reverse  of  this  example  is  fully  brilliant 
and  pristine  with  slightly  prooflike  fields. 
Graded  separately,  we  would  call  the  reverse 
at  least  MS-66! . 2,695 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  this  variety  is  described 
by  PCGS  as  a  “Medium  10C”  variety,  which  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  the  “Large  10C"  variety  described  in  the  Guide 
Book . 

1831  JR-5.  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 

with  strong  lustre  beneath  deep  iridescent 
toning . 895 


Important  1832  JR-4  Dime 


1832  JR-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  ex¬ 
ceptional  example  for  the  grade,  this  with 
satiny  white  lustre  and  faint  lilac  toning 
along  the  obverse  border.  This  example  is 
among  the  very  finest  known  for  the  variety. 
An  important  opportunity  for  the  connois¬ 
seur . 2,995 

1852  JR-5.  MS-61  (NG(  ).  Sharply  struck  with 


pleasing  grayish  brown  toning.  This  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  common  variety,  however,  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  in  higher  grades .  795 

1834  JR-1.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 

example  with  subdued  satin  lustre  and  pale 
amber  toning . 775 

Choice  Mint  State  1835  Dime 

1835  JR-1.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with 

golden  brown  at  the  centers  and  delightful 
peripheral  toning.  Minor  surface  marks  are 
expected  at  this  grade  level .  2,595 

Mint  State  1836  Dime 

1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply 

struck  and  fully  brilliant  with  satiny  silver 
lustre.  An  outstanding  example  for  the 
grade .  1,650 

1836  JR-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-58  (ANACS).  629 

1836  JR-3.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  full  lustre 

is  hidden  beneath  attractive  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 469 

1837  JR-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  This  sharply  struck 

example  is  fully  brilliant  with  ivory  lustre.  An 
outstanding  example  for  your  date  or  type 
collection .  1,195 

1837  JR-3.  MS-61  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  with 
sharp  design  features.  Satiny  lustre  remains 
visible  beneath  the  toning . 895 

Liberty  Seated  dimes 

1844  VF-20  (ANACS).  Natural  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  pale  champagne  toning.  A  nice 
little  “Orphan  Annie”  coin! . 975 

Orphan  Annie  dime.  Thts  is  the  nickname  for  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  of  this  date.  •  The  first  edition  of 
A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  N47,  had  the 
following  to  say:  “ORPHAN  ANNIE  DIME.  The 
record  shows  that  72,500  dimes  were  minted  in  1 844- 
For  some  mysterious  reason  very  few  of  these  dimes 
are  stdl  available,  and  old  collectors  state  that  they 
have  been  a  scarce  item  back  as  far  as  can  be  remem¬ 
bered.  The  dimes  of  1846,  for  instance,  are  much 
more  plentiful  though  less  than  half  as  many  were 
struck.  Many  explanations  have  been  advanced,  but 
none  has  been  proved.” 

Frank  C.  Ross,  contributor  for  a  long  time  of  the 
coin  column  in  Hobbies  magazine,  is  generally  credited 
for  coming  up  with  the  designation. 

Gem  1853  No  Arrows  Dime 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-65  (NGC).  An  amazing 
gem  quality  example  of  this  rare  date  with 
fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 
Very  sharply  struck.  This  is  a  very  low  mint¬ 
age  issue  with  just  95,000  coins  produced. 
NGC  has  only  certified  15  examples  at  this 
grade  level  with  12  finer . 3,195 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example 
with  pale  champagne  toning.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  have  prooflike  fields . 995 

1859-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  Very  slightly  proof¬ 
like  with  bright  silver  lustre.  Sharply 
struck . 295 

1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  satiny 
surfaces .  1,395 


Gem  Proof  1864  Dime 
Important  Civil  War  Issue 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1864  Proof-65  Cameo  (IX  C  A).  An  exceptional 
gem  with  amazing  aesthetic  appeal.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  deep  mirrored  fields  and  highly  lus 
trous  devices.  Tied  with  one  other  for  finest 
cameo  Proof  certified  by  PCGS .  2,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1884-S  Dime 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1884-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  silver 
surfaces  with  outstanding  eye  appeal.  This  is 
a  very  scarce  issue  in  higher  grades.  Just  six 
examples  have  been  certified  at  this  grade 
with  two  finer .  1,495 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1889-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive 
Mint  State  example  with  natural  silver  gray 
lustre  and  traces  of  iridescent  toning.  PCGS 
has  certified  just  nine  examples  with  only 
four  finer .  1,095 

Barber  Dimes 

The  Barber  design — named  for  Charles  Bar¬ 
ber  (later  to  become  the  nemesis  of  Teddy 
Roosevelt),  whose  initial  B  appears  on  the  neck 
truncation — was  adopted  in  the  dime,  quarter 
dollar,  and  half  dollar  series  in  1892.  There  were 
no  advance  announcements,  no  design  contests, 
no  fanfare,  and  the  new  motif  came  as  a  surprise 
to  numismatists.  There  was  relatively  little  stir  in 
public  circles,  even  though  it  meant  a  change 
from  the  Liberty  Seated  design  that  had  been  in 
use  since  the  late  1830s.  Instead,  most  attention 
was  focused  upon  the  new  1892  World’s  Colum¬ 
bian  Exposition  commemorative  half  dollar. 

The  Barber  dime  series,  commenced  in  1892 
and  continued  through  most  of  the  year  1916,  is 
eminently  collectible — except  for  the  rare  1 894- 
S.  All  of  the  others  range  from  readily  available 
to  scarce  or  even  rare,  but  they  do  come  to  mar¬ 
ket  with  regularity.  In  the  listing  below  we  offer 
a  selection  of  interesting  pieces. 

1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  very  popular  is¬ 
sue  for  type  collectors,  representing  the  first 
year  of  the  new  design  created  by  Charles 
Barber.  This  example  is  fully  lustrous  with 

attractive  iridescent  toning .  319 

1892  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck.  A  lovely  coin  for  the 

date  or  type  collector .  279 

1892  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  with  pale  gold  and 

iridescent  toning . 99 

1894-0  VF-20.  Light  gray  with  iridescent  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning .  2)5 

Mint  State  1895  Dime 

1895  MS-64  (PCGS,  Law).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  faint  traces  of  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  An  extremely  attractive  example  tor  the 
specialist .  1,775 
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Himes  for  Sale 


1895-0  VG-8  (ANACS).  A  pie  asing  example 
tor  the  grade.  Deep  gray  Helds  with  slightly 
lighter  devices . 335 


Mint  State  1895-S  Dime  Rarity 


1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  subliminal  toning.  A  scarce  and  popular 
issue.  This  example  ranks  very  high  among 
known  examples  of  the  issue.  It  is  a  “look  at 
it  and  you  will  want  to  own  it”  type  of  coin, 

it  is  that  nice! . 2,995 

1897-0  F-12  (ANACS).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  An  attractive  example  of  this  scarce 
date  and  properly  graded  by  ANACS.  .  289 

Cameo  Proof  1901  Dime 
1901  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  Proof  with  desirable  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  Fully  brilliant  with  amazing  cameo 
contrast . 2,250 

Choice  1901-0  Barber  Dime 

1901-0  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample,  sharply  struck  and  with  satiny  white 
lustre.  Although  from  a  relatively  high 
mintage  in  excess  of  five  million  coins,  very 
few  survivors  remain  in  MS-60  or  finer  qual¬ 


ity . 2,150 

1901-S  F-15.  Natural  grayish  brown . 375 


1903-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning. 
This  date  is  seldom  encountered  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  place . 775 

1903-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Deep  gray  with  faint 

iridescent  toning . 695 

1905-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
attractive  ivory  lustre  and  mild  heather  ton¬ 
ing . 459 

1907-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
lustrous  silver  surfaces . 675 

1907- S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  sharp  design  features. 
Mint  State  examples  of  this  issue  are  quite 
elusive . 659 

1908  MS-65  (NGC).  Bright  silver  lustre  with 
frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Slight  cameo 
contrast  adds  to  the  aesthetic  appeal  of  this 
gem . 625 

1908- D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  scarce  Denver  Mint 
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Gem  1910-S  Barber  Dime 

1910-S  MS-65  (NGC).  An  extraordinarily  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  with  sharp  design  features  and  fully 
brilliant  silver  lustre.  A  trace  of  amber  toning 
is  noted  along  the  borders.  A  scarce  date,  sel¬ 
dom  encountered  in  gem  quality .  2,350 

1911  MS-65  (PCGS).  Extremely  attractive 
with  satiny  silver  surfaces  and  wisps  of  lilac 
toning . 645 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  strong 
white  lustre . 289 

191 1  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  nearly 

complete  lustre  and  peripheral  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 85 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  sharply  struck  ex¬ 

ample  has  soft  frosty  lustre  with  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  along  the  borders .  595 

1913  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck.  This 
example  will  be  a  nice  addition  to  your  col¬ 
lection . 675 


mercury  Dimes 

In  the  listings  to  follow  are  interesting  and 
desirable  Mercury  dimes  of  especially  high  qual¬ 
ity,  including  a  few  earlier  dates  and  many  nice 
examples  from  the  1930s  to  1945,  punctuated 
by  a  well  worn  but  eminently  desirable  1916-13. 
A  date  and  mintmark  collection  toward  the 
end  of  the  series,  beginning  in  1934,  can  be  as¬ 
sembled  for  very  low  cost,  including  beautiful 
Mint  State  pieces. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  superb 
gem  is  sharply  struck  and  has  frosty  silver  lus¬ 
tre.  Virtually  full  band  detail  is  visible  on  the 
reverse.  This  is  the  finest  (and  only)  non-full 
bands  example  of  this  date  certified  by 
PCGS,  although  a  number  of  similar  and 
higher  grade  coins  have  been  certified  with 

full  bands . 895 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
very  light  toning . 89 


On  a  trip  to  Dallas  we  were  walking  around  downtown  and  happened 
Santa  Fe  Building.  We  could  not  resist  taking  a  snapshot  of  it  and  some 
ing  architectural  details.  Recognize  the  designs? 


upon  the 
interest- 
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Important  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 
1916-D  Mercury.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pale  gray  ton¬ 
ing  over  attractive  silver  surfaces.  Consider¬ 
able  lustre  remains  visible.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  opportunity  for  the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector . 3,395 

1917  MS-64  FR  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  139 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 109 

1919  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant  white  lustre .  739 

Gem  1919-S  Mercury  Dime 

1919-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  attractive 
peripheral  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  1 ,495 
1921  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

light  silver  lustre . 925 

1921  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
of  this  key  date  with  faint  amber  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces . 898 

192 1  EF-45  (AN  ACS).  Light  gray  with  hints  of 

peripheral  iridescent  toning .  595 

1921-D  AU-50  (AN ACS).  Pleasing  silver  sur¬ 
faces  intermingled  with  delightful  iridescent 

toning . ’ . 875 

1924-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Outstanding  quality 
with  brilliant  white  lustre .  595 

Gem  1926-D  Dime 
Full  Split  Bands 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  An  extremely  at¬ 
tractive  gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and 
sharp  design  features.  This  is  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  connoisseur . 2,875 

Mint  State  1926-S  Mercury  Dime 

1926-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
white  lustre.  A  sharply  struck  example  with 
completely  split  hands  on  the  reverse.  An 
elusive  issue .  1,895 

1926- S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces  with 

considerable  lustre . 465 

1927  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  white  lustre 
with  satiny  surfaces .  159 

1 927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  extremely  attrac¬ 

tive  example  with  light  gold  and  iridescent 
toning  on  the  obverse  and  deeper  golden 
brown  on  the  reverse . 495 

1927- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck .  789 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  light 

gold  toning . 329 

1930-S  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre .  199 

1931  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  subdued  by 
gold  toning . 99 


1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  Proof  with 
brill  iant  surfaces  accented  by  peripheral  iri¬ 
descent  toning .  775 

1937  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
fully  brilliant  white  Proof  surfaces .  599 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  light  iridescent  toning .  195 

1938- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  lus¬ 
tre . 69 

1939  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

deeply  mirrored  fields .  539 

1939  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  with 
brilliant  surfaces .  519 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1939  MS-68  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 

iny  white  lustre  and  hints  of  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Only  four  finer  examples  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS,  three  MS-68  FB  and  one 
MS-69 .  189 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 

with  a  wisp  of  champagne  toning . 450 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deeply 

mirrored  fields . 395 

1941  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  lovely 

gem  Proof  example  with  bright  silver  mir¬ 
rored  surfaces.  This  is  a  truly  exciting  ex¬ 
ample  that  is  certain  to  please  the 
connoisseur . 435 

1941  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1942/1  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example 

with  light  silvery  gray  surfaces  and  faint  gold 

toning . 875 

1942/1  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  surfaces 

with  considerable  lustre . 799 

1942/1  VF-35  (PCGS).  Natural  deep  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 485 

1942/1  F-15  (PCGS).  Pleasing  light  gray.  The 
overdate  feature  is  sharply  visible . 379 

1942  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  Proof  ex¬ 
ample . 439 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

deep  prooflike  fields . 385 

1945-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

Roosevelt  dimes 

We  have  bought  many  very  nice  Roosevelt 
dimes  including  examples  of  extraordinary  qual¬ 
ity  certified  by  PCGS.  If  you  are  a  specialist  in 
this  series  or  are  thinking  of  becoming  one,  some 
nice  coins  await  you. 

We  have  noted  with  interest  a  few  com¬ 
ments  that  at  the  recent  ANA  convention,  most 
collector  interest  was  concentrated  on  coins  mi nted 
since  1964  (after  silver  was  discontinued).  TinJay, 
Roosevelt  dimes  are  infinitely  more  popular  than 
are  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  It’s  a  good  thing,  text, 
for  there  aren’t  enough  Liberty  Seated  coins  to 
go  around! 

One  of  these  days  some  innovator  at  a  grad¬ 
ing  service  will  come  up  with  some  descriptor  of 
striking  sharpness,  such  as  Full  And  Round 
Torch  (FART)  or  Ultra  Great  Head  (UGH). 


Then,  all  of  the  certified  coins  will  have  to  be 
resubmitted! 

1946-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1950-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1 95 1  -S  MS-66  (Pi  ( JS)  Brilliant . 79 

1951  -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vibrant  gold  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning .  79 

1952- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  59 

1953- S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1953- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
touch  of  very  light  champagne  toning.  ..  29 

1954  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Light  cameo  con¬ 
trast .  1 1 5 

1954- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  39 

1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  slightly  prooflike 

with  brilliant  lustre . 39 

1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  W 

1958  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1958- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1959- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  lustre .  129 

1959- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example . 295 

1960  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1960- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1961- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1962  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1964- D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  199 

1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Twenty-Cent 

Pieces 


The  twenty-cent  piece  was  the  shortest  lived 
of  all  regular  United  States  coin  denominations. 
Although  mintage  extended  from  1875  to  1878, 
most  were  released  only  in  the  first  year,  1875. 
This  denomination,  a  “good  idea”  at  the  outset, 
lasted  only  a  very  short  time,  amidst  complaints 
that  they  were  too  easily  confused  with  the 
nearly  identical  quarter  dollar. 

The  tide  comes  in  and  the  tide  goes  out,  but 
often  the  tide  is  out  when  it  comes  to  finding 
nice  twenty-cent  pieces.  Happily  for  all  of  us, 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  149  is  an  exception — and 
wre  offer  quite  a  few  worthwhile  specimens. 

Twenty-cent  piece  reference: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  section  on  twenty-cent  pieces 
is  necessarily  short,  hut  essential  reading — all  a  part  of 
this  worthwhile  volume.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  RRR-764  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

1875  EF-45.  Natural  light  gray  w  ith  hints  of  lus 

tre . 209 

1875  EF-40.  Light  silvery  gray  surfaces .  189 

1875  Net  VF-35.  Sharpness  finer  although 
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Twenty-cent  pieces  and  Quarters  for  Sale 


cleaned.  Pleasing  peripheral  toning  is>  present 


on  both  sides .  169 

1875  VF-35.  Light  gray  surfaces .  169 

1875  VF-30.  Pleasing  medium  gray .  139 


1875-CC  AU-55.  A  delightful  example  with 
nearly  complete  satiny  lustre  and  light  gold 
toning.  Typical  strike  with  top  of  the  wing  at 


left  showing  considerable  weakness . 625 

1875-CC  VG-10.  Lightly  cleaned .  100 


1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  considerable  eye  appeal.  Faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  is  present  on  both  sides.  1,175 
1875-S/S.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Fully  lustrous 
with  faint  gold  toning.  This  variety  has  a 
doubled  mintmark  on  the  reverse,  along  with 
remnants  of  digits  75  in  the  obverse  dentils 


below  the  date .  595 

1875-S  EF-40.  Natural  medium  gray .  189 

1875-S  VF-25.  Light  gray  surfaces .  129 

1875-S  VF-20.  Light  silvery  gray  surfaces.  .  109 
1875-S  VG-10.  A  pleasing  example . 89 


Choice  Proof  1876  20-Cent  Piece 
1876  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  Proof  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  short-lived  denomination,  fea¬ 
turing  light  ivory  Proof  surfaces.  Light  cameo 
contrast  is  present.  The  reverse  has  slightly 

darker  toning  along  the  border .  1,995 

1876  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  ra¬ 
diant  lustre  and  attractive  surfaces.  Frosty 
devices  characterize  both  sides  with  tobacco 
toning  at  the  stars  to  the  left  of  Miss  Liberty. 
Nuances  of  soft  amber  brush  the  fields  of  the 
obverse  while  the  reverse  is  overwhelmingly 

white . 925 

1876  VF-35.  An  attractive  example  with  pleas¬ 
ing  surfaces .  245 

1876  Net  VF-35.  Sharpness  slightly  finer,  how¬ 
ever,  lightly  cleaned . 239 

1876VF-30.  Light  gray  with  hints  of  toning.  .219 


Lovely  Proof  1878  Twenty  Cents 


1878  Proof-62  (NGC).  An  outstanding  Proof 
example  with  very  light  ivory  at  the  centers 
of  obverse  and  reverse,  accented  by  lilac  and 
iridescent  peripheral  toning.  A  Proof-only 
issue  and  the  final  year  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion . 2,675 

1878  Proof-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Proof  with 
slight  cameo  contrast  and  outstanding  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal .  2,475 


Call  to  order 

800-222-5993 


Quarter  Dollars 

Look  over  our  selection  of  quarters  carefully, 
commencing  as  early  as  possible — with  1796, 
the  first  year  of  issue — and  continuing  onward  to 
include  a  number  of  worthwhile  pieces  among 
later  types.  Please  realize  that  most  are  one  of  a 
kind  in  our  stock,  and  once  a  piece  is  sold  we 
have  no  easy  way  of  replacing  it  until  another 
comes  our  way  by  chance.  Thus,  order  as  early  as 
you  can,  and  if  you  have  second  choices  in  mind, 
let  us  know  these  as  well. 

Quarter  dollar  references, 
of  which  we  ourselves  are  surprised 
that  we  have  so  many: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  What  else  can  we  say  about  this 
book?  Perhaps  this:  we  cannot  imagine  any  serious 
buyer  of  United  States  coins  without  this  dandy  vol¬ 
ume.  754  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBR-764-  List  $135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 
By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Barber  Quarters.  By 
David  Lawrence.  A  passport  for  collecting  and  en¬ 
joying  the  series.  How  rare  is  it?  What  are  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  die?  These 
questions  and  more  are  answered  in  this  guide.  126 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-109.  List 
$29.95,  before  your  discount. 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters.  By  J.H.  Cline.  A  com¬ 
prehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series  by  an 
acknowledged  expert  (whose  breathtaking  beautiful 
reference  collection  we  had  the  honor  of  showcasing  at 
auction  a  few  years  ago).  175  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BCL-700.  List  $24-95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar  Book:  An  Attri¬ 
bution  and  Pricing  Quide.  By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D.  A 
must  for  the  specialist  and  the  serious  or  beginning 
variety  collector.  Each  variety  is  listed  with  all  you 
need  for  enjoyable  and  accurate  attribution.  240  pages, 
illustrated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BW1-400.  List  $40, 
before  your  discount. 

The  Best  of  the  Washington  Quarter  Doubled 
Die  Varieties.  By  John  A.  Wexler  and  Kevin  Flynn. 
Features  139  of  the  most  desirable  Washington  quarter 
doubled  dies  with  detailed  descriptions,  cross-refer¬ 
enced  information,  values,  rarity,  and  more.  The  title, 
“best  of,”  sounds  like  a  music  disc — ’’the  best  of  so-and- 
so,  not  available  in  stores.”  Perhaps  more  “best  of’ 
numismatic  titles  are  in  the  offing?  186  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Spiral  bound.  Stock  No.  BWE-825.  List  $39.95, 
before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Statehood  Quarters  Collector’s  Handbook.  By 

Kenneth  Bressett.  Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter,  designs,  and 
more.  90  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBR- 


555.  List  $4-99,  before  your  discount  (although,  don’t 
you  think  it  is  cheap  enough  already?) 

Early  Quarters 


Lustrous  1806  B-2  Quarter 


1806  Browning-2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is  a 
very  pleasing  example  with  ivory  lustre  and 
peripheral  iridescent  toning.  Slightly  uneven 
strike  with  weakness  at  the  right  side  of  ob¬ 
verse . 2,495 

1834  B-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  de¬ 
lightful  example  of  this  scarce  variety  with 
sharp  design  features  and  nearly  complete 
silvery  white  lustre .  645 

Choice  Mint  State  1838  Quarter 


1838  Capped  Bust.  B-l.  MS-63  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  satiny  white  lustre.  This 
sharply  struck  example  is  a  fine  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  final  Capped  Bust  quarter  dollar 
issue . 2,495 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1841- 0  AU-53.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with 

faint  heather  toning . 295 

1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  pleas¬ 
ing  iridescent  toning.  Sharply  struck.  A 
small  planchet  mark  is  noted  below  the  digit 

1 .  1,095 

1842- 0  Large  Date.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  out¬ 

standing  piece  for  this  grade  level.  Wonder¬ 
ful  bright  lustre  with  highly  pleasing  surfaces. 
Lovely  pools  of  iridescent  blue  at  the  right 
obverse  blended  with  rich  gold  throughout. 
Relatively  sharp  detail  on  the  devices  for  this 
type .  1,250 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58.  This  is  a  lovely 
example  with  nearly  complete  lustre  and 
light  gold  toning . 465 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC).  Nearly 
complete  satiny  lustre  is  accented  by  pleasing 
golden  brown  toning .  399 

185  3-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (ANAL  S) 
A  gorgeous  specimen  with  bright  silver  sur 
faces  and  full  radiant  lustre.  Great  detail  for 
this  grade  level  with  hints  of  faint  burgundt 
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Quarters  for  sale 


iridescence  throughout  the  reverse  fields. 
Orange  rose  and  gold  highlight  the  upper 
right  obverse  and  Miss  Liberty.  Considerably 
scarcer  than  the  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  of 
this  design .  1,395 


Important  1855  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1855  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 
with  satin  ivory  lustre  and  delightful  periph¬ 
eral  toning.  Just  five  examples  have  been 
certified  by  PCGS  at  this  grade  level  with  an 
additional  five  higher  grade  coins.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 4,495 


Sensational  Proof  1858  Quarter 


1858  Proof-64  Deep  Cameo.  (PCGS).  This  is 
an  absolutely  stunning  Proof  with  delightful 
cameo  contrast.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  advanced  date  or  type  collector.  It  is 
likely  that  the  Proof  mintage  was  only  210 
coins  or  so.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 
specialist . 4,750 


Mint  State  1859  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  extremely 
pleasing  example,  sharply  struck,  and  with 
attractive  satin  lustre.  Faint  traces  of  cham¬ 
pagne  toning  are  noted  on  each  side.  PCGS 
has  only  graded  14  examples  at  this  numeric 
level,  along  with  six  finer  coins  ranging  up  to 

MS-67 .  2,450 

1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  fully 
brilliant  lustre .  1 ,195 


Fax  Your  Order 
603-569-5319 


Mint  State  1870  Quarter  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures.  This  is  a  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of 
just  86,400  circulation  strikes.  The  present 
example  is  tied  with  one  other  for  the  grade, 
and  with  only  six  finer  examples  certified  by 
PCGS . 3,450 


Mint  State  187  3  Arrows  Quarter 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  fP(  GS).  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  date  or  type  collector  to 
acquire  this  variety.  Fully  lustrous  and  ex¬ 
tremely  attractive  with  pleasing  ivory  ton¬ 
ing . 2,475 

1873  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and 
highly  attractive  with  green  and  iridescent 
toning . 925 


Important  1871-CC  Quarter  Dollar 


1871-CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  This  is  one  of  the 
most  important  opportunities  among  the  cur¬ 
rent  items  listed  for  sale.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  have  natural  light  gray  surfaces, 
which  are  somewhat  darker  toward  the  edge. 
Although  the  surfaces  are  not  absolutely  per¬ 
fect,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  claim  that  this  is 
one  of  the  nicest  examples  you  could  possi¬ 
bly  hope  for  at  this  grade  level .  16,500 

1872  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  highly 
pleasing  deep  rich  gold  throughout.  Some¬ 
what  weakly  struck  at  the  head  which  is  not 
uncommon  for  this  issue.  Although  the  lus¬ 
tre  is  slightly  subdued  by  the  heavy  toning, 
the  warm,  yet  bold,  hue  of  this  piece  makes 
it  a  fine  example .  735 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1875  Quarter 


1875  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  This  is  one  of 
the  very  finest  Proof  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
we  have  handled.  This  is  a  fully  brilliant  gem 

with  exceptional  cameo  contrast .  3,750 

1877-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  one  of  our  fa¬ 
vorite  issues,  relatively  plentiful,  and  generally 
very  attractive  when  fully  Mint  State.  The 
presently  offered  example  is  certainly  no  ex¬ 
ception.  This  specimen  is  fully  brilliant  with 
highly  lustrous  white  surfaces.  The  devices  are 
frosty  while  the  surrounding  fields  are  satiny 
and  prooflike.  A  few'  very'  faint  hairlines  keep 

this  from  the  gem  category .  1,150 

1877-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  lustre  beneath  deep  golden 
brown  and  iridescent  blue  toning .  399 


Add  to  Yoqr  Numismatic  Library 


With  any  order  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review 
that  equals  or  exceeds  $100,  you  can  add  this 
book  to  your  numismatic  library  for  only  $35 
(plus  shipping). 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 

and  thf.  Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bower s 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  delivers 
the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat.  In¬ 
cludes  over  100  biographies  of  numistmatists. 

Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407 
List  $69.95 
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1 S77-S/S  Al  55  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  surfaces 

with  very  slightly  reflective  fields . 439 

1878-CC  MS-61  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  final  CC-Mint  issue  among 
quarter  dollars.  Lustrous  with  deep  gold  and 
rose  toning,  along  with  hints  of  blue  along 

the  borders .  519 

1881  MS-67  (NGC).  An  amazing  gem  example 
with  satiny  lustre  and  outstanding  iridescent 

toning,  especially  on  the  obverse . 6,950 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 
silver  lustre  and  wisps  of  attractive  toning.  A 
scarce  date  with  just  13,600  minted . 795 


Lovely  Gem  1890  Quarter  Dollar 


1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
at  this  grade  level  with  extraordinarily  sharp 
design  features.  Fully  brilliant  obverse  with 
bright  silver  lustre.  The  reverse  lustre  is  sub¬ 
dued  by  golden  brown  toning . 695 

Mint  State  1896-0  Quarter 


1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  exceptional  satiny  lustre.  This  is  an  elu¬ 
sive  issue  in  Mint  State  quality.  Certain  to 
please  the  specialist.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that,  in  all  Mint  State  grades,  this  issue  has 
exactly  the  same  PCGS  population  as  its  more 
expensive  cousin,  the  1896-S  issue .  2,250 


1890  MS-66  (NGC).  This  is  a  sensational  gem 
example  with  sharp  design  elements  and  fully 
brilliant  lustre.  This  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur  and  is  certain  to  please  any 

collector . 3,250 

1891-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example 
with  brilliant  white  lustre.  The  obverse  is 
slightly  prooflike  while  the  reverse  has 
frosty  lustre . 895 

Barber  Quarters 

Barber  quarters,  minted  from  1892  to  1916, 
have  always  been  popular  with  us  and  with  our 
clients,  too.  In  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
we  present  some  really  nice  pieces,  although  we 
would  like  to  have  more.  Sell  us  some! 

1892  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  wonderful  gem 
example  of  the  new  design  introduced  in  this 
year.  Satiny  lustre  is  accented  by  very  light 

champagne  toning . 939 

1892  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  deep  iridescent  toning .  285 

1892  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  nearly  complete  lus¬ 
tre .  165 

1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  satin  lustre .  799 


Cameo  Proof  1894  Quarter 


1894  Proof -65  Cameo  (PCGS).  This  is  an  out¬ 
standing  cameo  Proof  for  the  date  or  type  col¬ 
lector.  Extremely  deep  mirrored  fields  with 
highly  lustrous  devices.  Tins  example  is  fully 
brilliant.  A  gem  for  the  connoisseur.  2,475 


Outstanding  1896-S  Quarter  Dollar 
Famous  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures  and  light  iridescent  toning  over  satiny 
white  lustre.  Fully  natural  in  appearance.  The 
1 896-S  issue  ranks  as  one  of  the  three  impor¬ 
tant  key  date  issues  among  Barber  quarter 
dollars  and  in  Mint  State  is  rarer  than  either 
of  its  competitors.  Just  188,039  examples 
were  minted  of  the  1896-S,  third  lowest  in 
the  series  behind  1901-S  and  191 3-S.  From 
this  mintage,  only  about  two  dozen  Mint 
State  1896-S  quarters  have  been  certified  by 
PCGS.  Fewer  were  saved  than  were  those  of 

the  other  two  low-mintage  issues .  7,895 

1896-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  An  exceptional 
combination  of  grade  and  price,  we  believe 
that  this  example  offers  wonderful  value. 
Light  silvery  gray  with  hints  of  iridescent 

toning . 2,975 

1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Wisps  of  champagne 
toning  over  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  A  de¬ 
lightful  example . 895 

1902- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck.  An  important  opportunity . 639 

1903- 0  AU-53  (ANACS).  A  desirable  speci¬ 
men  with  bright  silver  surfaces,  delightful 
lustre,  and  nice  detail  for  this  grade  level. 
Subtle  amber  toning  graces  both  sides  while 
iridescent  golden  bronze  hugs  the  obverse 
legend  and  devices.  While  minor  points  of 
ruhhing  are  apparent,  consistent  with  the 
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grade  designation,  nothing  detracts  signifi¬ 
cantly  from  this  piece . 279 

1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

desirable  iridescent  toning .  1,329 

1906-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  quality  quarter  dollar  with  satin  ivory 
lustre  and  delightful  iridescent  toning  along 
the  borders.  The  specialist  will  he  delighted 
with  the  opportunity  to  acquire  this  gem.  But 

be  sure  to  call  quickly .  1,195 

1909-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  sharp 
design  features  and  wisps  of  very  light  ton¬ 
ing . 350 

1914- D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 325 

1915  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive  Proof 

example  with  pale  gold  and  iridescent  toning. 
Very  light  cameo  contrast  is  present . 995 

1915- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with 

sharp  design  definition .  269 

Standing  Liberty 
Quarters 


Lustrous  1916  Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Ex¬ 
ceptional  quality  with  bright  silver  lustre. 
Sharply  struck  in  most  areas,  although  with¬ 
out  full  head  details.  This  example  possesses 
a  high  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal  and  appears 
fully  Mint  State  at  first  glance.  Sure  to  please 
the  specialist . 5,995 

A  Few  Notes  on  the  1916  Quarter 

For  several  numismatic  generations  the  1916  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter  has  been  a  celebrated  rarity  com¬ 
bining  a  low  mintage  of  just  52,000  coins  with  first-year 
of  issue  honors.  Beyond  that,  examples  are  very  rare  in 
relation  to  the  demand  for  them.  This  is,  of  course,  a 
wonderful  combination  of  appeals  for  any  rarity! 

Among  regular-issue  20th-century  United  States 
coins  (excluding  commemoratives  and  unusual  variet¬ 
ies  such  as  overdates),  only  a  handful  of  coins  have 
lower  mintages.  Among  non-gold  coins  minted  in  the 
20th  century,  only  the  1 9 1 3-S  quarter  has  a  lower 
mintage  with  just  40,000  struck.  Lower  mintage  gold 
coins  include  1909-0  half  eagle,  1907  Periods,  1908 
No  Motto,  1911  -D,  and  1911  -S  eagles,  1902,  1907 
High  Relief,  1908-S,  and  19 1 3-S  double  eagles. 

From  all  we  have  been  able  to  gather,  there  was  not 
a  great  deal  of  numismatic  interest  in  the  1916  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter  when  it  first  appeared.  The  design 
itself  did  cause  attention,  due  to  the  artistry  and  novelty 
of  the  motif,  but  it  seems  that  the  demand  was  mainly 
filled  by  the  plentiful  issues  of  1917. 

In  ensuing  years  it  seems  that  a  moderate  "store 
stock"  of  these  was  maintained  by  Henry  Chapman, 
the  famous  Philadelphia  dealer,  and,  separately,  by 
John  Zug  of  Bowie,  Maryland.  How  many  coins  they 
had  was  not  recorded,  hut  we  doubt  if  it  was  more  than 
a  few  hundred  totally,  and  even  this  estimate  mac  be 
optimistic.  It  was  not  until  the  1930s,  when  Wayte 
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Raymond  introduced  his  “National"  albums,  manutac 
turcd  for  him  by  M.L.  Beistle,  that  collecting  20th- 
century  coins  by  date  and  mintmark  sequence  became 
wildly  popular.  After  that  time  the  demand  for  and 
price  of  the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  soared. 

Today  in  2002,  as  in  recent  years,  any  detailed 
mention  of  this  design  should  include  a  nod  to  J.H. 
Cline,  author  of  the  excellent  Standing  Liberty  Quarters 
book. 

A  bit  of  history: 

In  1916  a  quarter  dollar  design  appeared  that 
elicited  much  commentary.  Of  the  1916  standing  Lib¬ 
erty  design,  the  work  of  Hermon  A.  MacNeil,  The 
Numismatist  had  this  to  say: 

“Through  her  own  efforts  she  has  developed  from 
a  half  invalid  child  to  a  most  perfect  type  of  American 
womanhood.  Her  days  are  spent  inartistic  and  intellec¬ 
tual  pursuits.  She  is  a  lecturer,  scenario  writer,  and 
trained  nurse.  The  measurements  from  which  the  late 
Karl  Bitter  modeled  the  figures  for  mounting  the  Pulitzer 
Memorial  Fountain  that  stands  in  the  Plaza  in  New 
York  City  were  taken  from  Miss  Doscher.  Mr.  Bitter’s 
Diana  that  stands  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art 
was  modeled  from  the  coin  girl.” 

The  appearance  of  the  new  1916  silver  designs,  the 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar,  were  welcomed  by  numis¬ 
matists  and  others  who  had  been  very  critical  of  the 
earlier  Barber  coinage.  Indeed,  the  Mint  was  pleased  as 
well,  as  the  director’s  report  for  the  year  indicated: 

“By  far  the  most  notable  achievement  of  the  Mint 
service  during  the  fiscal  year  1916  was  the  selection, 
with  your  approval,  of  new  designs  for  the  dime,  quarter 
dollar,  and  half  dollar  pieces.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  our  coinage  there  are  separate  designs  for 
each  of  the  three  denominations,  and  their  beauty  and 
quality,  from  a  numismatic  standpoint,  have  been 
highly  praised  by  all  having  expertise  in  such  matters  to 
whom  they  have  been  shown.  The  striking  of  these 
coins  for  general  circulation  will  doubtless  be  well 
under  way  by  the  coming  of  the  Christmas  holiday. 

“The  process  of  selecting  the  new  designs. .  .began 
on  January  last,  when,  with  your  permission,  1  conferred 
with  the  members  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts. 
Noted  sculptors  were  commissioned  to  prepare  a  num¬ 
ber  of  sketch  models,  and  from  more  than  50  submitted, 
three  sets  were  chosen.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  the 
models  which  you  and  1  selected  were  also  the  choice  of 
the  members  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts. 

“The  design  of  the  25-cent  pieces  intended  to 
typify  in  a  measure  the  awakening  interest  of  the 
country  in  its  own  protection. 

“The  law  specifies  that  on  the  obverse  of  the  coin 
not  only  the  word  ‘Liberty’  but  a  representation  of 
Liberty  shall  be  shown.  In  the  new  design  Liberty  is 
shown  as  a  full-length  figure,  front  view,  with  head 
turned  toward  the  left,  stepping  forward  to  the  gateway 
of  the  country,  and  on  the  wall  are  inscribed  the  words 
‘In  God  We  T rust,’  which  words  also  appear  on  the  new 
half  dollar,  mentiorted  above.  The  left  arm  of  the  figure 
of  Liberty  is  upraised,  bearing  the  shield  in  the  attitude 
of  protection,  from  which  the  covering  is  being  drawn. 
The  right  hand  hears  the  olive  branch  of  peace.  On  the 
field  above  the  head  is  inscribed  the  word  ‘Liberty,’  and 
on  the  step  under  her  feet  '1916.'  The  reverse  of  this 
coin  necessitates  by  law  a  representation  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  eagle,  and  is  here  shown  in  full  flight,  with  wings 
extended,  sweeping  across  the  coin.  Inscription: ‘United 
States  of  America’  and  ‘E  Pluribus  Unum’  and  ‘Quarter 
Dollar’  below.  Connecting  the  lettering  above  an  outer 
circle  are  thirteen  stars.” 

A  diversion: 

In  the  early  1990s  your  editor  (QDB)  was  invited 
to  give  a  talk  to  the  assembled  members  of  the  Standing 
Liberty  Quarter  Collectors  Club.  The  time  was  set  for 
precisely  at  10  in  the  morning  during  a  very  busy 
convention.  It  just  so  happened  that  this  coincided 
with  the  time  that  the  gates  to  the  vast  dealers'  bourse 


were  thrown  open,  a  situation  which  prevented  many 
from  attending. 

When  I  walked  into  theS.L.Q.C.C.  meeting  room 
for  my  talk,  I  saw  a  great  sea  of  chairs,  but  just  four 
people.  Instead  of  speaking  from  the  podium,  I  envi¬ 
sioned  an  informal  chat  with  chairs  arranged  in  a  circ  le. 
Time  went  on,  and  the  “crowd”  increased  to  about 
eightornine,  including  the  aforementioned  J.H.  ("Jay”) 
Cline,  well-known  specialist  in  this  series. 

Having  been  a  speaker  on  many  numismatic  occa¬ 
sions,  I  can  say  that  it  is  always  fun  to  talk  to  a  full  house 
but  at  coin  shows  in  particular,  there  are  often  so  many 
things  on  the  agenda,  that  specialized  club  meetings 
are  doing  well  if  they  attract  more  than  a  handful  of 
visitors.  The  ultimate  lack  of  an  audience  occurred  for 
me  in  1983  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
Convention  in  San  Diego,  when  I  sought  out  the 
meeting  place  for  members  of  the  New  England  N  urrns- 
matic  Association,  one  of  many  regional  organizations 
which  had  slated  get-togethers  at  the  ANA  show.  I 
wasn’t  scheduled  to  speak,  but  as  a  member  of  N  .E.N .  A . , 
I  just  wanted  to  attend  to  see  what  was  going  on.  It’s  a 
good  thing  I  wasn’t  scheduled  to  speak,  or  I  would  have 
been  talking  to  myself — for  1  was  the  only  one  who 
showed  up! 

On  the  other  hand ,  I  have  had  more  than  my  share 
of  capacity  audiences.  At  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial  Convention  in  1991  I  gave  a 
talk  on  counterstamped  large  cents,  admittedly  a  very 
specialized  subject,  andCharlesJ.  Rickard,  who  put  the 
program  together,  later  wrote  to  say  that  the  audience 
was  the  largest  he  had  ever  seen  for  a  symposium 
sponsored  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society.  And  at  the 
2000  ANA  Convention  in  Philadelphia,  I  shared  the 
podium  in  the  Numismatic  Theatre  with  Bob  Evans, 
the  lead  speaker,  in  the  “Ship  of  Gold”  program — 
which  Gail  Baker,  of  the  ANA,  said  was  the  most 
popular,  best  attended  such  program  the  ANA  had 
ever  given. 

However,  one  cannot  be  too  confident,  and  no 
doubt  in  the  future  there  will  be  some  empty  chairs, 
perhaps  many,  in  one  or  another  presentation  in  which 
I  am  involved. 

Another  Desirable  1916 
Standing  Liberty  Quarter 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attrac¬ 

tive  quality  with  lustrous  silver  surfaces  and 
hints  of  very  light  toning.  Traces  of  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning  are  visible,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 
advanced  collector . 5,495 

Gem  1917  Type  1  Quarter 

1917  Type  1.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 

standing  gem  example  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures  and  lovely  frosty  lustre.  This  fully 
brilliant  gem  is  sure  to  please  the  connois¬ 
seur.  This  design  type  was  only  minted  in 
1916  and  1917.  Due  to  the  rarity  of  those 
dated  1916,  this  latter  issue  is  a  popular 
choice  among  type  collectors .  1,995 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Deeply 
toned  and  with  excellent  eye  appeal.  Ivory 


lustre  is  highlighted  by  golden  brown  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning . 629 

1917  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  radiant  lustre  and  gorgeous  white 
surfaces.  Typical  of  this  issue,  the  head  and 
some  of  the  shield  rivets  lack  detail.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  example  for  this  grade .  129 

191 8-0  AU-58.  A  brilliant  ex  ample  with  nearly 
complete  lustre .  175 


Desirable  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  VF-25  (NGC).  I  lighly  attractive  with 
natural  light  gray  surfaces.  This  example  has 
considerable  eye  appeal.  Often  found  on 
want  lists  and  seldom  offered  in  this  grade 
range .  3,350 


Sharp  1918-S  Quarter 


1918-S  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Mint 
State  example  of  this  issue  with  soft,  frosty 
lustre.  Ivory  surfaces  are  delicately  accented 
by  peripheral  gold  toning  on  the  obverse. 
This  is  a  very  rare  issue  with  sharp  head  de¬ 
tails.  An  important  opportunity .  3,795 

1918-S  AU-53.  Light  silvery  gray  with  wisps  of 
peripheral  toning .  1 19 

1923- S  AU-58.  Sharply  struck  with  light  silver 

lustre  and  peripheral  gold  toning.  A  lovely 
example  of  this  key-date  issue . 625 

1924- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

nearly  full  head  details .  429 

1926  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  at 

tractive  ivory  lustre  and  splashes  of  iridescent 
toning . 895 

1926- S  EF-40.  A  scarce  date.  Light  silver  sur¬ 
faces .  1 1 5 

1927  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Very  nearly 

qualifying  as  full  head .  289 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1927- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  brilliant  silvery  white  lustre 
and  sharp  design  elements.  Approximately 
90%  full  head  details  are  visible  although  the 
southwest  portion  of  the  shield  is  weakly 
defined.  Such  is  typical  of  most  coins  from 
this  design  type.  T led  for  finest  non-full  head 
certified  by  PCGS  with  |ust  eight  similar  full 
head  coins  certified  by  this  service.  ...  1,395 
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1928-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Thus  is  a  sensational 
gem  example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre 
and  splashes  of  lovely  iridescent  toning  along 
the  borders,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Quite 
sharply  struck  with  two-thirds  head  detail 
visible.  A  few  shield  rivets  are  poorly  defined 
as  usual . 939 

1928- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  ivory  lustre  and  very  light  peripheral 
iridescence.  Sharply  struck  and  very  nearly 
qualifying  as  full  head . 695 

1929- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  example 
with  fully  brilliant  and  natural  light  silver 
lustre  accented  by  splashes  of  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  about  the  peripheries.  Typical  strike  with 
approximately  half  of  the  head  details  visible. 
A  few  shield  rivets  are  lacking  detail. ...  839 

Gem  1930  Quarter  Dollar 
Full  Head  Details 

1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  frosty  white  lustre  and  a  trace  of  gold 
toning  along  the  reverse  border .  1,595 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  brilliant  satiny  lustre  and  splashes 
of  gold  toning . 349 

Washington  Quarters 

We  have  always  liked  Washington  quarters, 
and  over  the  years  we  have  offered  many  of  them 
for  sale  and  have  written  extensively  about  the 
different  peculiarities  and  other  aspects.  The  is¬ 
suance  of  state  reverse  quarters,  including  the 
2000  New  Hampshire  (in  which  we  played  a 
small  part),  has  propelled  this  denomination 


into  the  forefront  of  interest. 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  1 19 

1932-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  gray 
with  hints  of  pale  gold  toning . 355 


Mint  State  1932-S  Quarter 

1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  satiny  example  with 
ivory  lustre  and  iridescent  toning .  1,495 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  satiny  white  lustre . 695 

1932-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key-date  with  brilliant  lustre  and  sharp 
design  elements . 319 

Gem  1934-D  Quarter  Dollar 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample.  Tins  is  a  very  scarce  date  in  high  qual¬ 
ity .  1 ,750 

1934- D  MS-64  ( PCGS).  Virtually  gem  quality 

with  frosty  white  lustre.  The  mintmark  has  a 
doubled  appearance,  however,  this  is  due  to 
striking  characteristics  and  not  a  feature  of 
die  manufacture . 695 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  479 

1935-S  MS-64  (POOS)  Brilliant .  175 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 


nearly  pristine  surfaces  and  full  white  frosty 
lustre.  A  highly  attractive  example.  Only 
five  finer  examples  have  been  certified  by 

PCGS . 395 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  frosty  surfaces 
with  outstanding  lustre.  Aside  from  an  ex¬ 
tremely  faint  arc  of  golden  bronze  toning 
extending  from  Washington’s  neck,  this  ex¬ 


ample  is  exceptionally  brilliant .  159 

1937-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  pale  gold 
toning . 365 

1939- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  145 

1940- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  gleaming 


lustre  and  frosty  surfaces.  Sporadic  touches  of 
very  subtle  toning  in  the  obverse  fields  are 
noted  under  magnification.  Overall,  a  highly 

pleasing  piece . 265 

1943-S  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Fully  brilliant  with  frosty  silver  lustre.  Doubling 
is  most  readily  seen  on  the  motto . 1 ,195 

1946- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 

1947- D  MS-65.  Light  obverse  toning  with 

deeper  iridescent  reverse . 49 

1947-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Satin  finish.  A  few  nu¬ 
ances  of  toning.  Nice! . 339 

1947-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1947-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding  light  gold 

toning . 59 

1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1949- D  MS-65.  A  pleasing  example  with  light 

ivory  lustre . 69 

1950- D  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS25C-020.  MS- 

63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 79 

Set  Registry™  Quality 
1 95 I'D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
faint  iridescent  toning  over  ivory  lustre.  159 
1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

example . 269 

1956  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  brilliant  gem  has 

fully  lustrous  silvery  white  surfaces . 39 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

white  lustre . 39 

1964-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 39 

1999-P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Con¬ 
necticut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and 

Pennsylvania.  MS-66  (PCGS)  . 325 

1999-S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Connecti¬ 
cut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  New  Jersey,  and 
Pennsylvania.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  165 

1999- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil - 

ver:  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Georgia,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  195 

2000-  P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set: 

Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
South  Carolina,  and  Virginia,  two  different 
mints  for  each.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  189 

2000-S  Five-piece  Stare  Quarter  set:  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  South 


Carolina,  and  Virginia.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) . 99 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil¬ 

ver:  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  South  Carolina,  and  Virginia.  Proof-69 
Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  165 

2001  -P  and  D  Ten-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Ken¬ 
tucky,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Vermont,  two  different  mints  for 
each.  MS-66  (PCGS) .  189 

200 1- S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set:  Kentucky, 

New  York,  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Vermont.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 99 

200 1-S  Five-piece  State  Quarter  set  struck  in  sil¬ 
ver:  Kentucky,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS) .  165 

Washington  Quarter 
Mint  Errors 

1999-D  Connecticut.  Struck  5%  off-center  at 

8:00.  MS-60 . 79 

1999-D  Connecticut.  Broadstruck.  MS-63. .  35 

1999-P  Georgia.  Broadstruck.  MS-63 .  35 

1999- P  New  Jersey.  Uncentered  Broadstrike. 

MS-60 . 39 

2000- P  Massachusetts.  Broadstruck.  MS-63.  35 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-center 

at  12:00.  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant.  185 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off-center 
at  12:00.  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  179 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  20%  off  center 

at  5:30.  MS-63 .  185 

2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  89 
2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  79 
2000-P  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 
brilliant  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  69 
2000-D  New  Hampshire.  Struck  5%  off-center. 
MS-64.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant 
with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces . 49 

2000- P  South  Carolina.  Broadstruck.  MS- 

63 . 35 

200 1- P  New  York.  Struck  10%  off-center.  MS- 

63  (PCGS) .  179 

200 1-P  North  Carolina.  Struck  5%  off-center. 

MS-65  (PCGS) .  169 

200 1-P  North  Carolina.  Struck  5%  off-center. 

MS-63 .  89 

200 1-P  Vermont.  10%  off-center.  MS-64. .  179 

2001 -P  Vermont.  5%  off-center.  MS-63. ...  1 5^ 
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Did  Morgan  Design 
the  “Morgan”  Dollar? 

Revisiting  a  Mystery! 


A  couple  of  years  ago  in  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  133  vee  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  mystery,  here  reprinted: 

An  Amazing  Coincidence? 

Or 

A  Credit  Line  is  Long  Overdue? 

Do  you  collect  Columbia  silver  dol¬ 
lars  of  1878  to  1921,  or  do  you  collect 
Morgan  silver  dollars  of  the  same  date 
span.  We’re  beginning  to  wonder.... 

Kenneth  Birdzell  recently  sent  us 
several  examples  of  a  stamp  which  is 
said  to  have  been  copyrighted  on  April 
20,  1867 — yes,  1867 — according  to  Es¬ 
says  for  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps,  by  Flo¬ 
rence  W.  Brazier,  1941,  page  49,  No. 
79E-A.  and  was  a  trial  proof  prepared  in 
the  private  sector  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company,  New  York.  Values 
of  2y  and  3tf  are  known  to  exist  in  vari¬ 
ous  colors.  An  illustration  of  one  of  four 
similar  stamps  in  Mr.  Birdzell’s  collec¬ 
tion  is  given  here. 

Notice  that  the  image,  which  says 
COLUMBIA  on  the  diadem  instead  of 
LIBERTY  is  identical  in  concept  to  that 
used  by  George  T.  Morgan  in  1877  for 
pattern  half  dollars  and,  later,  in  1878 
for  the  new  silver  dollar. 

The  question  is  this:  Does  any  Rare 
Coin  Review  reader  have  any  information 
as  to  whether  this  particular  stamp  essay 
was  covered  under  a  blanket  copyright  of 
1867,  hut  possibly  issued  at  a  later  date — 
say  after  1877 — or  whether  it  is  a  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  year  1867?  If  the  latter,  then  a 
big  credit  line  is  due  to  someone  else 
other  than  George  T.  Morgan  for  the 
creation  of  the  1878-1921  silver  dollar 
that  we  all  know  so  well! 

In  fact,  if  the  design  for  the  stamp 
can  he  confirmed  as  having  originated 


prior  to  1876,  every  major  reference 
on  “Morgan”  silver  dollars  will 
have  to  include  revised  informa¬ 
tion! 

To  your  editor,  this  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  things  that 
has  come  our  way  recently!  Any 
comments? 

An  LJpdate 

About  a  year 
later,  not  having  re¬ 
solved  the  mystery, 
we  sent  the  informa¬ 
tion  to  Coin  World, 
where  it  was  printed. 

This  engendered  the 
following  notice  in 
Linn’s  Stamp  News, 

Febmary,  2001,  under 
“Editor’s  Choice,  hy 
Michael  Laurence: 

Figure  1  shows  a 
seldom-seen  essay 
for  a  United  States  stamp.  Essays  are 
trial  stamp  designs  that  tor  one  reason 
or  another  never  became  stamps. 

“Essay”  comes  from  the  French  verb 
essayer,  meaning  “to  try.” 

The  Scott  Specialized  Catalogue  of 
United  States  Stamps  and  Covers  lists 
this  essay  as  79-Ell,  dating  it  from 
1867  and  attributing  it  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bank  Note  Co. 

Figure  2  shows  a  silver  dollar  from 
the  popular  Morgan  series,  which  the 
U.S.  Mint  issued  between  1878  and 
1921. 

Note  the  similarities  between  the 
two  images.  No  question,  the  head  on 
the  essay  and  the  head  on  the  coin  are 
the  same. 

The  biggest  difference  (other  than 
that  they’re  rendered  in  different  me¬ 
dia)  is  that  the  headband  on  the  essay 
says  “Columbia”  while  the  headband 


Stamp  featuring  a 
head  of  Columbia 
which  is  strikingly 
similar  to  the  head  of 
Miss  Liberty  on 
Qeorge  Morgan’s  silver 
dollar  design  of  1 878. 
(Stamp  courtesy  of 
Kenneth  Birdzell) 


on  the  coin  says  “Liberty.” 

In  the  March  5  issue  of  Coin  World, 
Linn’s  sister  publication,  coin  dealer 
and  author  Q.  David  Bowers  notes 
these  similarities.  He  observes  that  the 
dating  of  the  essay,  it  correct,  suggests 
that  George  T.  Morgan  may  not  de¬ 
serve  credit  for  the  coin  design  that’s 
given  him  immortality. 

“Do  you  collect  Columbia  silver 
dollars  of  1878  to  1921,  or  do  you  col¬ 
lect  Morgan  silver  dollars?”  Bowers 
asks. 

The  essay  listings  in  the  Scott  U.S. 
specialized  catalog  are  based  in  large 
degree  on  the  pioneering  work  of 
Clarence  W.  Brazier  (1880-1956).  Bra¬ 
zier  was  an  architect  who  turned  to 
stamp  dealing  during  the  Depression. 
He  specialized  in  U.S.  stamp  essays  and 
wrote  extensively  about  them. 


Kami  (  ;oin  ri  vii  w*149 


31 


SHrTHMBKR/U  TOBI  R  200, 


Did  Morgan  Design  the  “Morgan”  $  l 
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Brazier  did  much  original  research 
in  postal  archives  and  at  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  sleuthing  out  the  con¬ 
tracts  and  the  correspondence  of  the 
private  banknote  companies  that 
printed  the  early  U.S.  postage  stamps. 

Much  of  Brazier’s  writing  was 
brought  together  in  a  book,  Essays  for 
U.S.  Adhesive  Postage  Stamps,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  American  Philatelic  Soci¬ 
ety  in  1941.  With  updated  information 
this  was  reprinted  in  1977  by 
Quarterman  Publications  Inc.,  a  work 
that  remains  authoritative  to  this  day. 

Brazier’s  book  is  essentially  a  cata¬ 
log.  It  doesn’t  provide  sources  for  its  in¬ 
formation.  But  Brazier  is  quite  specific 
in  dating  the  essays  he  lists.  Presumably 
he  had  access  to  contracts  or  corre¬ 
spondence  that  accompanied  proposed 
stamp  designs  when  they  were  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Post  Office. 

Brazier  dates  the  Figure  1  design  as 
April  20,  1867.  That’s  where  Scott  gets 
its  1867  year  date. 

Admittedly  without  any  facts,  I  find 
it  hard  to  believe  that  the  Figure  1  es¬ 
say  design  predates  the  Morgan  dollar 
by  more  than  a  decade.  It’s  much  easier 
to  speculate  that  the  Brazier  informa¬ 
tion  is  simply  wrong. 

The  simplicity  of  the  Figure  1  design 
strongly  suggests  more  modem  origins.  If 
this  design  was  actually  created  in  1867, 
it  was  decades  ahead  of  its  time. 

Popular  taste  is  reliably  reflected  in 
postage  stamp  design.  The  late  1860s 
were  the  high-water  mark  of  ornate 
Victorian  excess.  The  marvelously  ro¬ 
coco  U.S.  1869  stamps  are  typical  of 
this  era. 

In  1867,  the  borderless,  unadorned 
design  in  Figure  1 ,  with  its  flat,  empty 
background  and  its  starkly  simply  value 
tablets,  was  unimaginable.  Note  also 
how  the  wheat-spray  in  Columbia’s 
diadem  bursts  through  the  border  at 
the  top.  That  too  is  a  more  modem  de¬ 
sign  element.  Such  things  simply 
weren’t  done  in  the  1 860s. 

My  guess  is  that  the  Figure  1  essay 
was  created  sometime  between  1900 
and  1930,  inspired  by  the  ubiquitous 
Morgan  dollar. 

But  that’s  just  a  guess.  Can  anyone 
provide  facts? 

Gene  Hessler’s  Comments 
Not  long  afterward  this  arrived  from 
well-known  paper  money  researcher 
Gene  Hesslcr: 

September/October  2002 


Hello  David: 

1  read  your  column,  as  I  always  do, 
and  wondered  about  the  Liberty  image. 
The  dual  amounts  of  “2”  and  “3” 
(cents)  are  suggestive  of  trials,  advertis¬ 
ing  pieces,  essais,  or  what  is  more  likely, 
a  fantasy.  Dual  denominations  appear 
on  paper  money  designs  of  similar  ori¬ 
gin. 

I  don’t  think  such  examples  are 
found  until  the  1900s,  and  this  stamp 
design  looks  like  a  20th  century  con¬ 
cept.  Which,  in  my  opinion,  suggests 
that  the  Morgan  dollar  was  minted  be¬ 
fore  the  stamp  design  was  made,  and 


the  1867  date  for  the  stamp  is  inaccu¬ 
rate.  In  past  conversations  with  collec¬ 
tors  of  stamp  and  paper  money  essais,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  some  that  Brazier  was 
wrong  with  the  dating  of  other  non-is- 
sued  stamp  designs.  I  think  George  T. 
Morgan’s  design  came  first  and  his 
reputation  remains  secure. 

I  spoke  with  Barbara  Mueller,  one 
of  the  most  respected  philatelic  re¬ 
searchers,  about  this  subject,  and  our 
opinions  were  the  same... 

In  closing  I  will  mention  that  a  new 
edition  of  my  U.S.  Essay,  Proof  and 
Specimen  Notes  should  be  ready  soon. 
There  are  at  least  100  heretofore-un- 
published  designs. 

Sincerely, 

Gene  Hessler 

Robert  Larson’s  Comments 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

My  name  is  Robert  Larson,  I  am  a 
subscriber  of  the  weekly  magazine  Coin 
World.  I  am  also  a  member  of  the  ANA 
and  a  Life  Member  of  the  American 
Philatelic  Society  for  which  I  occasion¬ 
ally  write  for  their  publication,  The 
American  Philatelist. 

In  the  current  March  5,  2001  col¬ 
umn  that  you  wrote  for  Coin  World, 
you  ask  about  an  essay  stamp  which 


you  believe  may  have  been  the  basis  for 
the  1878  Morgan  Dollar.  You  asked  for 
any  further  information.  Here  is  that 
further  information. 

You  note  that  the  stamp  Number  is 
“79E-A.”  The  true  number  for  this 
stamp  is  79-Ell.  It  was  probably  de¬ 
signed  by  an  engraver  named  Charles  F. 
Steel  while  working  for  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  It  should  be 
noted  that  prior  to  approximately 
1890,  when  all  design  and  printing  of 
postage  stamps  were  done  by  the  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Engraving  &.  Printing,  private 
stock  owned  companies  such  as  Ameri¬ 
can  Banknote  Company  de¬ 
signed,  created,  and  printed 
our  nation’s  postage  stamps. 
(The  American  Banknote 
Company  also  designed  and 
created  many  of  the  con¬ 
temporary  paper  money 
pieces  used  by  many  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  world  during  the 
1800s). 

Back  to  the  essay  stamp 
that  you  are  inquiring 
about.  The  American 
Banknote  Company  called 
this  stamp  “Vignette  of  Columbia”  and 
it  was  deigned  by  Steel  sometime  in 
1866  or  1867.  This  stamp  measures  18 
x  21  mm  and  was  printed  in  various 
colors,  these  being  rose  scarlet  or  blue 
green  on  thick  yellowish  paper,  being 
imperf  or  black,  rose  scarlet,  blue  green 
or  blue  on  stamp  paper,  perf  12  (i.e.,  12 
perforations  per  inch). 

The  Scott  stamp  catalogue  values 
these  essay  stamps  in  prices  between 
$175  and  $200  depending  upon  the 
stamp  color  and  whether  it  is  imperf  or 
perf. 

I  hope  that  this  will  help  you  in 
your  research  efforts. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  J.  Larson 

Today  in  2002,  as  we  go  to  press  we 
are  still  uncertain  as  to  which  came 
first,  the  stamp  or  the  1878  dollar.  De- 
finitive  regarding  the  stamp  would  he  the 
finding  of  a  listing  or  illustration  for 
such  an  essay,  published  before  1877 
(for  in  1877  Morgan  used  the  same  de¬ 
sign  on  some  pattern  half  dollars).  Then 
we  would  know  that  Morgan  was  a  pla¬ 
giarist. 

The  jury  is  still  out.  Does  anyone 
else  have  any  information? 
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Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


Half  Dollars 

Our  ottering  in  this  issue  of  Rare  Coin  Review 
commences  with  1795  ( Three  Leaves  no  less!) 
and  continues  to  include  Capped  Bust,  Liberty 
Seated  and  then  onward  to  the  Barber  and  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  series.  Our  listing  offers  many 
opportunities.  New  purchases  abound! 

Half  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Includes  much  on  half  dollars.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties.  By  Al  C. 

Overton.  Edited  by  Don  Parsley.  The  standard  refer¬ 
ence  on  the  series,  a  “must  have”  book.  Photographs  of 
die  varieties  included  new  discovery  pieces  and  are 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BOV-100.  List  $59.95,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Certified  Barber  Coinage. 

By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum.  An  in-depth  survey  of 
the  Mint  State  certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars,  1892-1916.  160 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750.  List 
$35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Complete  Quide  to  Franklin  Half  Dollars.  By 

Rick  Tomaska.  The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  half  dollar  series.  Includes  date-hy-date  analy¬ 
sis,  plus  grading  information,  rarity  estimates,  and 
more.  240  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BTO-IOO.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book.  By  James  Wiles, 
Ph.D.  Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  including 
repunched  mintmarks,  die  modifications,  major  die 
breaks,  pricing  and  rarity,  plus  helpful  hints  for 
cherrypicking.  316  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral  bound. 
Stock  No.  BWI-202.  List  $40,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  1 74  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-511.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Early  Half  Dollars 


Lovely  1795  0-111  Half  Dollar 


1  795  Three  Leaves.  Overton- 1  1 1.  Rarity-5.  F- 

1 5  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  showing  mod¬ 
erate  signs  of  circulation.  This  is  the  only  die 
variety  with  three  leaves  under  the  eagle’s 
wings . 3,995 

Now  and  then  we  respectfully  disagree  with  con¬ 
ventional  wisdom,  and  this  is  such  an  instance.  We 
believe  that  the  1795  Three  Leaves  half  dollar  is 
significantly  rarer  than  generally  considered.  As  a 


minor  bit  of  support  we  note  that  on  March  2  A  1882, 
when  J.  Col  vin  Randall’s  consignment  was  Id  it 
Bangs  &.  Co.,  Lot  1 1 5  was  described  thus: 

“1795  Very  Fair.  Randall  No.  23.  Three  leaves 
inside  of  wreath  and  under  each  wing  of  eagle.  Mr. 
Randall  states  that  he  has  examined  over  1 ,000  of  this 
date  and  discovered  only  four  of  this  variety',  and  knows 
of  two  others  only.  The  rarest  of  the  1 795  half  dollars." 

As  to  Randall’s  credentials,  he  is  generally  cred¬ 
ited  as  the  true  researcher  and  author  of  J .  W.  Haseltine’s 
Type  Table  published  in  1881,  which  included  the  first 
detailed  description  of  half  dollar  die  varieties. 

In  some  future  issue  we  will  showcase  Randall  (like 
we  sketched  Dr.  Maris  in  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review, 
in  the  colonial  coin  section). 


Mint  State  1806  Half  Dollar 


1806  Pointed  6.  Overton- 1 16.  Rarity-3.  MS- 

62  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  with  lilac  and 
light  blue  obverse.  The  reverse  is  mostly 
lighter  gold  with  peripheral  lilac  and  blue. 
Full  lustre  remains  beneath  the  toning. 
Highly  attractive.  This  is  an  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  advanced  collector.  9,950 

Important  1806  0-124  Half  Dollar 
1806  Pointed  6.  0-124.  Rarity-6.  VT-25.  Very 
light  silvery  gray  with  choice  surfaces  for  the 
grade.  An  extremely  important  opportunity 
for  the  advanced  specialist  to  acquire  this  rar¬ 
ity.  Blundered  reverse  die  with  E  of  STATES 
punched  over  an  erroneous  A . 4,250 

Pleasing  1807  Draped  Bust  Half  Dollar 


1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  AU-53  (NGC). 
Very  slight  toning  over  evenly  worn  and  ap¬ 
pealing  surfaces . 2,275 


Capped  Bust  Half  dollars 

Important  1807  50/20  Half  Dollar 

1807  Capped  Bust.  50/20.  0-112.  AU-50 

(ANACS).  Bluntly  struck  as  often  seen, 
however,  with  considerable  lustre  and  choice 
surfaces.  A  wash  of  champagne  toning  is  vis¬ 
ible  on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  A  popular 


die  blunder  with  the  denomination  incor¬ 
rectly  entered,  then  corrected  by  over  punch¬ 
ing  with  the  proper  figure .  1,899 

Desirable  High-Grade  1815/2  Half  Dollar 
Key  Issue  in  the  Capped  Bust  Series 


1815/2  AU-50.  O-l 01  a.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 
pleasing  example  of  this  key  date  issue  with 
traces  of  lustre  beneath  pale  gold  and  light 
gray  toning.  A  few  minor  blemishes  are  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  grade . 5,995 

Attractive  1817/3  Half  Dollar 
Bold  Overdate 


1817/3  0-101.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  overdate  variety  with 
nearly  full  lustre  masked  by  pale  gray  and  iri¬ 
descent  toning.  This  overdate  is  desirable  as 
a  “naked  eye”  variety,  with  the  overdate  fea¬ 
tures  clearly  visible  at  a  glance.  Overdate 
varieties  such  as  this  are  among  the  most 
highly  prized  in  numismatics . 3,450 


Mint  State  1822  Half  Dollar 


1822  0-110.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Fullv 
brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  frosty  white 
lustre.  An  impressive  Mint  State  example  for 


the  date  or  type  collector .  3,750 

1823  0-105.  AU-55.  Lustrous  surfaces .  389 

1826  0-101.  AU-53.  Natural  light  gray  with 
hints  of  attractive  blue  toning .  219 


1829  0-112.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex 
ample  with  satiny  lustre.  Ivory  surfaces  are 
splashed  with  golden  brown  toning.  ...  975 
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Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


18300-119.  AU-  50.  Med  ium  gray  surfaces  with 

Jeep  gold  toning .  245 

1832  0-122.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with 
peripheral  iridescent  toning . 299 

Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 
First  Year  of  the  New  Design 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Very  light 
gray  with  a  few  minor  hairlines.  Sharply 
struck  with  considerable  lustre  remaining.  A 
key  issue  with  a  mintage  in  the  low  four  fig¬ 
ures.  The  fields  are  slightly  reflective,  adding 
to  the  desirability  of  this  example.  First  year 
of  the  Capped  Bust  design  with  reeded  edge, 
in  combination  with  50  CENTS  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  pleased  with 
the  addition  of  this  half  dollar  to  your  collec¬ 
tion.  As  to  the  mintage  of  this  coin,  no  one 
knows  for  sure,  but  it  is  probably  between 
1,200  and  4,800  coins.  In  any  event,  it  is  a 
long-appreciated  rarity .  3,595 

Desirable  1836  Reeded  Edge  Half  Dollar 

1836  Reeded  Edge.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  pleas¬ 
ing  example  with  medium  silver  gray  sur¬ 


faces .  1,695 

1838  AU-50  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
mottled  iridescent  toning . 345 


1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (NGC).  A  lus¬ 
trous  example  with  light  champagne  toning. 
A  popular  issue  and  the  only  collectible  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  among 

coins  of  this  design .  1,295 

1839-0  Capped  Bust.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A 
lovely  example  with  lustrous  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces .  1,395 

Liberty  Seated 
Half  dollars 

Our  offering  of  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars 
includes  choice  and  interesting  Mint  State  issues 
and  popular  types. 

1842  Medium  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  desirable  grayish  gold  toning  over 

satiny  lustre .  595 

1842  Small  Date.  Wiley  Bugert-102.  AU-55 
(ANACS).  A  wonderful  example  with 
bright  silver  surfaces  and  nice  lustre.  A  ring 
of  deep  merlot  and  gold  blended  with  dark 
marine  blue  hugs  the  rim.  A  few  minor  im- 
perfections  in  the  fields.  Overall,  a  lovely 
specimen . 419 
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Choice  1843-0  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1843-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
sharp  design  elements  and  lustrous  surfaces. 
Light  gold  toning  provides  considerable  eye 
appeal.  One  of  just  eight  certified  with  five 
finer .  1,875 

1847  AU-55.  Nearly  complete  lustre  is  subdued 
by  pleasing  golden  brown  toning .  169 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (PCGS).  An 
outstanding  example  with  very  faint  gold  ton¬ 
ing  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces .  1,129 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Sharply  struck  with  considerable  lustre  be¬ 
neath  deep  gold  toning .  595 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-40.  Natural  grayish 

brown  surfaces . 219 

1853- 0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

highly  pleasing  piece  with  lovely  grayish  sil¬ 
ver  surfaces  and  impressive  lustre  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  golden  hue  radiates  from  the  depths 
of  the  obverse  under  light.  Two  minor  die 
imperfections  are  noted  at  the  rim:  between 
the  1 1th  and  12th  stars  of  the  obverse  and 
through  the  “E”  of  “AMERICA.” . 1,295 

1854  AU-50  (NGC).  A  pleasing  gray-brown 

example . 245 

1854- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  are 

hidden  beneath  deep  golden  brown  ton¬ 
ing . 345 

1854-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Natural  grayish  brown 
surfaces  with  splashes  of  peripheral  rose  ton¬ 
ing .  1 1 5 

Choice  1855-0  Half  Dollar 
Arrows  at  Date 


1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

specimen  with  soft  frosty  lustre  beneath  ivory 
and  iridescent  toning.  Slightly  weak  at  upper 
obverse  as  usually  found,  with  all  other  design 
elements  boldly  defined .  2,850 

1856- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  Pleasing  pale  gold  and 

medium  gray  surfaces .  285 

1856-0  EF-45  (NGC) . 99 

Rare  1856-S  Half  Dollar 
Seldom  Seen  AU  Grade 

1856-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  specialist.  Pleasing  light  gray 
surfaces  with  lustre  visible  in  the  protected 
areas .  1,650 

1858  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
bright  gold  and  moderate  gray  toning.  A 
sharp  impression .  229 
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Mint  State  1858-S  Half  Dollar 
Elusive  So  Fine 


1858-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  prooflike  fields  and  iridescent  toning. 
This  issue  is  seldom  encountered  in  Mint 
State  preservation . 3,495 

Choice  Mint  State  1861  Half  Dollar 


1861  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  amazing  example 
of  this  Civil  War  issue  with  brilliant  silvery 
white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with 
exceptional  eye  appeal.  Just  shy  of  gem 
level  due  to  a  few  faint  hairlines  on  the 

reverse . 2,295 

1861  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

silver  lustre . 729 

1870  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  deep  golden  brown  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  reflective  satiny  lustre . 695 

1871-S  AU-55  (ANACS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  silver  surfaces . 265 

1871-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Deep  gold  and  steel 
toning  over  subdued  lustre.  A  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample . 209 

Rare  1873-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 


1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Highly  de¬ 
sirable  with  attractive  light  gold  toning  over 
pale  gray  surfaces.  Considerable  lustre  re¬ 
mains .  2,195 


Desirable  187  3-CC  Arrows  Half  Dollar 
1873-CC  Arrows.  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  and 

pleasing  light  gray  surfaces .  1,995 

1874  Arrows.  Proof-60  (ANACS).  Although 
a  few  light  hairlines  are  present,  thus  defin- 
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Half  Dollars  for  Sale 


ing  the  grade,  this  is  an  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  with  strong  cameo  contrast  on  the 
obverse . 895 

Pleasing  1874-CC  Half  Dollar 
1874-CC  EF-45.  An  attractive  and  desirable 
example  with  light  gray  surfaces  and  traces  of 

lustre.  Very  lightly  cleaned .  2,795 

1877 -S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Virtually  complete  lus¬ 
tre  with  natural  light  gray  surfaces  and  faint 
iridescent  toning  along  the  borders .  239 


Gem  Mint  State  1891  Half  Dollar 


1891  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem 
example  with  full  lustre  and  considerable 
eye  appeal.  Sharply  struck  with  mostly  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  and  lovely  peripheral  gold 
toning . .' . 3,750 

Barber  Half  Dollars 

Gem  1 894-S  Half  Dollar 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  example  is  ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  full  hair  details 


over  Liberty’s  head  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments  on  the  reverse.  The  devices  on  both 
sides  are  lustrous  with  slightly  pnxiflike  fields. 
A  lovely  example .  1 ,495 

Gem  Toned  Proof  1897  Half  Dollar 


1897  Proof-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 
gem  Proof  example  for  the  type  collector  or 
the  specialist.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
deeply  mirrored  fields  with  lustrous  devices. 
Considerable  cameo  contrast  is  subdued  by 
blue,  lilac,  and  iridescent  toning . 4,375 


Gem  1902  Barber  Half  Dollar 


1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  satiny 


surfaces  and  hint  of  very  light  toning.  This  is 
an  extremely  arrractive  example  tor  date  or 


type  collectors .  3,995 

1 908  MS-m  1 1 ’(  (  t  s|),itp|N  sow  k  an 

tractive  with  satiny  lustre  and  faint  cham¬ 
pagne  toning .  519 

1915-S  VF-35.  Natural  silver  surfaces .  79 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

For  a  long  time,  numismatists  that  have  been 
particular  about  quality  have  made  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  their  headquarters  for  half  dollars 
of  the  1916-1947  design  Type.  It  you  are  at  all  par¬ 
ticular,  we  know  you  will  be  delighted  with  the 
pieces  offered  herewith.  As  a  collecting  suggestion, 
start  by  building  a  date  and  mint  set  from  1933  to 
1947,  then  acquire  earlier  issues  as  appropriate. 

We  have  been  buying  intensely,  and  this  list¬ 
ing  includes  many  truly  fine  pieces — each  hand 
selected  for  quality.  Our  holdings  emphasize  the 
popular  issues  of  the  1930s  and  1940s,  but  some 
really  outstanding  earlier  issues  are  showcased  as 
well. 

And,  if  you  really  like  these,  how  about 
signing  up  with  our  Collection  Portfolio  Pro¬ 
gram  to  buy  these  on  approval  from  us  via 
regular  shipments?  In  the  wide  world  of  col¬ 
lectibles,  few1  enjoyments  match  the  pleasure 
of  opening  a  package  of  “goodies”  from  Bow'ers 
and  Merena  Galleries! 


www.bowersandmerena.com 


Visit  our  website  for  all 
your  rare  coin  needs! 

Not  only  do  we  have  a  world-class  staff  of 
professionals  at  your  fingertips  by  phone,  we  also 
have  one  of  the  most  frequently  visited  websites  in 
cyberspace.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  coin  collec¬ 
tors,  dealers,  and  other  numismatists  visit  our  online 
“office”  and  we  invite  you  to  do  the  same. 

For  a  limited  time... 

log  on  to  bowersandmerena.com  and  take  advantage 
of  a  free  trial  subscription  offer,  a  great  value! 
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Hal  F  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE 


Wonderful  Gem  1916  Half  Dollar 
First  Year  of  the  Liberty  Walking  Design 


1916  MS-66  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
satiny  lustre  and  light  iridescent  toning.  This 

is  the  first  year  of  issue . 2,950 

1916-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light 
champagne  toning . 495 


Gem  1916-S  Half  Dollar 


1916-S  G-4  (PCGS).  Affordable  example.  109 

1918  MS-62  (ANACS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade.  Fully  lustrous  with  light 
peripheral  gold  toning .  795 

1918  MS-62  (NGC).  Exceptional  quality  with 

fully  brilliant  silver  lustre . 679 

1918- S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  wisps  of  heather  toning .  775 

Choice  Mint  State  1919  Half  Dollar 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with  ivory 

surfaces  and  slight  traces  of  golden  brown 
toning.  Quite  sharply  struck . 3,895 

Mint  State  1919-S  Half  Dollar 

1919- S  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  silver 
lustre.  This  example  has  a  satiny  appearance 
and  is  more  sharply  struck  than  usual.  3,750 

Mint  State  1920-D  Half  Dollar 

1 920- D  MS-61  (NGC).  A  brilliant  Mint  State 
example  with  satiny  white  lustre.  Seldom 
encountered  in  Mint  State  condition.  1,995 

Important  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  HF-40  (NGC).  Natural  light  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  A  key-date  issue .  2,575 


Choice  1927-S  Half  Dollar 
1927-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  This  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  example  for  the  grade  with  satiny 
white  lustre  and  faint  splashes  of  iridescent 
toning.  Very  slightly  reflective  fields  from 

heavy  die  polishing .  1 ,795 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre . 395 

1934  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre .  235 

1934-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  excellent  eye  appeal . 235 

Gem  Mint  State  1934-S  Half  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  extraordinary  gem 
example  with  brilliant,  frosty  lustre  and 
lovely  peripheral  toning.  When  I  (Mark 
Borckardt)  first  saw  this  coin,  1  knew  it  was 
a  “keeper”  of  extraordinary  merit! 3,295 


Gem  1934-S  Half  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sil- 


DISPLAY  AND 

Enjoy  Your  Coins 


Our  “Eagle”  notebook  albums 
with  clear  plastic  album  pages  for 
the  storage  and  enjoyable  display  of 
your  certified  coins  fill  the  bill— 
and  at  low  cost.  Instead  of  having 
your  “slabs”  rattle  around  in  a 
box,  display  and  appreciate  them! 


very  white  lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and 

desirable  in  every  way .  3,295 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale  gold  toning  over 

naturally  lustrous  surfaces .  545 

1935  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
A  sharply  struck  example  with  frosty  sur¬ 
faces . 319 

1935  MS-65  (PCI).  An  amazing  gem  example 
with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  335 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 
tre . 85 

1936  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . ,  269 

1936  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . '...  79 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 365 


Superb  Proof  1937  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 
amazing  gem  Proof  example  with  fully  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  very  slight  lustre  on  the  de¬ 
vices.  Although  not  qualifying  for  the 
“Cameo”  designation,  this  example  cer¬ 
tainly  comes  close.  Few  true  cameo  Proof 
examples  are  known  among  Liberty  Walk¬ 
ing  half  dollars.  As  of  March  2002,  PCGS 
has  only  certified  two  such  coins,  both  dated 

1938 . 4,375 

Gem  Proof  1937  Half  Dollar 

1937  Proof-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem 
Proof  with  deeply  mirrored,  brilliant  Proof 
surfaces .  1,595 

1937  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  tinges  of  peripheral  gold  toning.  ..315 

1937-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharply 
struck  example . 879 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1938  Half  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1938  Proof-66  Cameo  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  delightful  cameo  contrast  and  excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  two  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  have  ever  received  the 
cameo  designation,  both  of  this  date,  with 
the  other  graded  Proof-67  Cameo.  For  the 
collector  seeking  top  quality,  this  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity .  10,950 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  reflective  with 
outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  1,395 

1938  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  outstanding 
gem  Proof  with  white  obverse  and  reverse 
surfaces.  Very  slight  cameo  contrast  is  noted, 
primarily  on  the  obverse .  1 ,095 
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Half  dollars  for  sale 


19)8  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  and  very 
light  cameo  contrast . 895 

1938  MS-66  (PCGS).  Flighly  attractive  with 

frosty  silver  lustre . 499 

1938-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  struck  with 
brilliant  and  lustrous  surfaces . 915 

1938- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

Fright  silver  lustre.  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  advanced  collector . 915 

1939  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1939- D  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces  sur¬ 
rounded  hy  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  145 

1939-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1939-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  gem 

example  with  brilliant  white  lustre .  325 

1939-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  lustre  with  light 
gold  toning .  195 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 

Proof  with  deeply  mirrored  fields  around  the 
devices.  Very  light  cameo  contrast  adds  to 
the  appeal  of  this  gem . 819 

1940  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant 

Proof. . 395 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  239 
1940  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  faint 
champagne  toning .  129 

1940  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1941  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  mirrored  silver 

surfaces . 329 

1941  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1941  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1 19 

1941  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1 94 1- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  light  gold  toning 

with  very  slightly  reflective  fields .  159 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1942  Half  Dollar 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  This  is  a  stunning  Proof 

example  with  brilliant  white  mirrored  surfaces 
and  faint  toning.  Very  light  cameo  contrast 
adds  to  the  appeal  of  this  gem .  1,750 

1942  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 45 

1942- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  faint  traces  of  iridescent  toning. ...  259 

1942-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  satiny 
lustre  and  brilliant  surfaces.  Above  average 
strike  for  this  issue .  599 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  exceptional  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 2  39 

1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  surfaces  and  sharp  design  ele¬ 
ments .  119 

1943  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant .  109 

1943  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1943  MS-64-  Brilliant . 49 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  soft,  frosty  white  lus¬ 
tre . 44 

1943  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 44 


1943-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 329 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  > 

1943-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 259 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  at¬ 
tractive . 419 

1943-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  slight  golden 
toning  adds  to  the  positive  appeal  of  this 
gem . 379 

1943- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

Enjoy  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars?  Collecting 
them  is  a  pleasure  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries.  We  look  “beyond  the  grading  num¬ 
ber”  and  acquire  coins  that  are  visually  appealing  and 
among  the  finest  in  their  grade  categories.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  for  years,  indeed  decades,  we  have  helped 
to  form  some  of  the  finest  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar 
collections  ever  assembled. 

1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 

satiny  surfaces .  159 

1944  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1944  MS-64-  Brilliant  obverse  with  deeply  toned 

reverse .  59 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  a 

trace  of  light  toning . 265 

1944-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem. ...  1 39 

Now  it  seems  to  us  that  we  have  the  nicest  quality 
inventory  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  anywhere  in 
the  country.  If  you  like  “high-end”  pieces,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place.  And,  once  you  see  the  quality  we 
deliver,  our  prices  will  seem  like  bargains! 

1944- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  very 

light  ivory  lustre . 679 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 295 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just 

a  wisp  of  light  toning .  1 29 

1945  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp  design  elements .  129 

1945  MS-64  (PCGS) . 55 

1945- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 

frosty  white  surfaces . 285 

1945-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  129 

1945-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  169 

1945- S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1946  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  absolutely 

lovely  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 
subliminal  toning .  765 

1946  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  219 

1946  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  .  59 

1946- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 239 

1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 455 

1946-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A  brilliant  example  with 

attractive  peripheral  gold  toning . 455 

1946-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1 39 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  ''.it - 

iny  white  lustre  and  traces  of  pale  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 645 

1947  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 229 


1947  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1947  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 65 

1947  MS-63  (F(  OS)  Brilliant .  V 

1947-D  MS-65.  Brilliant .  119 

1947-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  119 


Franklin  FIalf  Dollars 


Our  offering  of  Franklin  halves  in  quite  exten¬ 
sive.  It  you  are  seeking  quality  and  value,  you  will 
find  it  here.  In  recent  years  this  series  has  attracted 
many  new  enthusiasts,  quite  a  few  of  whom  have 
begun  and  completed  their  sets  right  here! 

After  all.  it  was  Ben  Franklin  who  gave  this 
advice:  It  there  is  someone  you  never  want  to  see 
again,  it  he  has  no  money,  loan  him  some.  If  he 
has  a  lot  of  money,  ask  to  borrow  some. 


1948  MS-65  FBL .  195 

1948  MS-64  FBL . 59 

1949-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 650 

1950  Proof-63  Cameo.  (PCGS).  This  is  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  Proof  example  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  lustrous  devices.  Full  cameo  contrast 
with  brilliant  Proof  surfaces.  An  important 


opportunity  for  the  enthusiast . 950 

1951  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  ex¬ 
ample . 419 

1951  MS-64  FBL . 89 

1951  -S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  crescent 
of  toning  on  the  obverse . 95 

1952- D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  450 

1953  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  165 

1953- S  MS-65 . 69 


1954  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 


lovely  cameo  contrast . 495 

1954  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  1 19 

1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  fully  brilliant  lustre .  39 

1954-S  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
sharply  struck .  415 

1954-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1954-S  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1955  Proof-67  (PCGS) .  169 

1955  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  329 

1955  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 47 

1956  Proof-68  (NGC) .  199 

1956  Type  II.  Proof-67  (PCGS) . 99 

1956  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1957  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Fully  frosted  devices, 

particularly  on  the  obverse .  285 


While  we  have  a  great  stock  of  Franklin  halt 
dollars,  it  will  help  you  and  also  help  us  it  you  have 
second  choices  in  mind  when  you  telephone,  tax,  or 


mail  your  order. 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1958  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  45 

1958-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  lustre .  45 

1959  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1959  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 

sharp  design  elements .  59 
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1959- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and 

attractive  example .  59 

1960  MS-65  FBL.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 

1960- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Extremely  at¬ 

tractive  and  sharply  struck  with  brilliant 
lustre . 79 

1961  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous . 89 

1962- D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1963  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC) . 75 

1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1963- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1963-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 219 

1963-D  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1963- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

Kennedy  Half  Dollars 

1964  Proof-69  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  Proof-68  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 450 

1964  Proof-68  Cameo  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive  with  light  cameo  contrast .  79 

1964  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1964  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1964- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 


Silver  dollars 

For  decades,  knowledgeable  silver  dollar  col¬ 
lectors  have  turned  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  quality  coins  and  great  value.  Long¬ 
time  customers  know  that  when  quality  counts, 
they  can  count  on  us  to  deliver.  Silver  dollars 
have  long  been  one  of  our  specialties  and  we  are 
justifiably  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  forming  some  of  the  finest  silver 
dollar  collections  ever  assembled. 

Silver  dollars  in  this  issue  include  several 
early  issues,  then  onward  to  one  of  the  finest  of¬ 
ferings  of  Morgan  dollars  we  have  ever  made! 

Silver  dollar  references: 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  One  of  the  best  silver  dollar  source 
books — along  with  lots  of  other  information.  754 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List 
$135,  before  your  discount. 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804  and  The 
Exciting  Adventures  of  Edmund  Roberts.  By  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Take  a  voyage  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as  it  de¬ 
livers  the  “King  of  Coins”  to  the  Sultan  of  Muscat. 
Includes  over  100  biographies  of  numismatists.  Illus¬ 
trated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-407.  List  $69.95, 
before  your  discount. 

A  Buyer's  Quide  to  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States.  By  Q.  David  Bowers. 
Second  Edition.  A  treasure  trove  of  information  on 
these  popular  series.  1997  prices  for  every  date  and 
mintmark.  304  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-402.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Crime  of  1873  -  The  Comstock  Connection.  By 
Robert  Van  Ryzin.  Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  ep¬ 
och  in  western  history  -  life  in  the  silver  mines  of 
Nevada’s  Comstock  Lode,  the  minting  of  the  popular 
Carson  City  dollars,  and  much  more.  300  pages,  illus- 
trafeil  Hardbound  Srock  No.  BVA-980.  List  $34  95, 
before  your  discount. 


America’s  Silver  Dollars.  Edited  by  John  M. 
Kleeberg.  Articles  pertaining  to  silver  dollars  as  pre¬ 
sented  at  the  American  Numismatic  Society’s  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference.  127  pages,  illustrated. 
Cloth  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-21 1.  List  $25,  be¬ 
fore  your  discount. 

Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia  of 
Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars.  By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
and  A.  George  Mallis.  A  brand  new  edition  of  this 
popular  book.  534  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock 
No.  BVA-710.  List  $79.95,  before  your  discount. 

The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar  Varieties:  The 
VAM  Keys.  By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D.  and  Jeff  Oxman. 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  100  most  popular  Morgan  dollar 
varieties.  Excellent  for  those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick” 
for  valuable  die  varieties.  137  pages,  illustrated.  Spiral 
bound.  Stock  No.  BFE-300.  List  $24-95,  before  your 
discount.  Also  available  in  Leatherette.  Stock  No. 
BFE-301.  List  $24-95,  before  your  discount. 

United  States  Clad  Coinage.  By  Ginger  Rapsus. 
This  interesting  study  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coin¬ 
age,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives 
mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  174  pages,  illus¬ 
trated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BRA-51 1.  List  $12.95, 
before  your  discount. 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Lustrous  1799/8  Silver  Dollar 


1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-50 

(NGC).  Deep  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces.  An  important  example  for  the 
connoisseur.  Light  adjustment  marks  are  vis¬ 
ible  at  center  of  the  reverse . 5,275 

Near  Mint  State  1799  Dollar 


1799  Normal  Date.  BB-166.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Highly  attractive  with  satiny  light  gray  lustre 
and  splashes  of  champagne  toning.  Seldom 
encountered  at  this  grade  level.  We  have 
seen  many  similar  examples  offered  as  full 
Mint  State  coins .  13,500 


Lovely  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 


1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  Bowers  Borckardt-1 13. 
Rarity-2+.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Lovely  light  gray 
surfaces  with  splashes  of  gold  and  iridescent 
toning . 2,795 

Attractive  1798  Silver  Dollar 
Heraldic  Eagle  Reverse 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  10  Arrows.  BB-121. 
Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample  with  medium  gray  fields  and  lighter 
devices .  2,195 


“I  cannot  live  without  books,” 
said  Thomas  Jefferson.  And,  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we 
love  books,  too.  If  you  are  of  like 
mind,  use  this  issue  to  start  or  add 
to  your  library.  Who  knows,  per¬ 
haps  someday  you  will  have  a 
whole  room  full  of  books  (as  in  the 
ANA  Library,  a  small  part  of 
which  is  shown  here). 
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Pleasing  1802  Silver  Dollar 


1802  Normal  Date.  BB-241.  EF-40  (AN ACS). 
Very  light  gray  surfaces  with  green  and  irides¬ 
cent  peripheral  toning .  2,350 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


Mint  State  1840  Silver  Dollar 


1840  MS-62  (NGC).  Deeply  iridescent  toning 
over  satiny  lustre.  An  important  example  for 
the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  aficionado.  Much 
more  elusive  than  generally  realized. .  8,250 

Although  this  was  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  obverse  in  combination  with  the  perched 
eagle  reverse,  there  seems  to  have  been  little  or  no 
public  interest  in  saving  them,  perhaps  because  during 
the  “Hard  Times”  era  (1837-1844)  most  people  could 
not  afford  to  squirrel  them  away.  This  is  a  major 
exception  to  the  “first  year  of  issue”  theme  which 
induced  collectors  and  the  general  public  to  hoard  such 
diverse  issues  in  other  series  as  the  1 909  V.D.  B.  Lincoln 
cents,  1883  No  CENTS  Liberty  nickels,  1913  Buffalo 
nickels,  1916“Mercury"dimes,  1932  Washington  quar¬ 
ters,  etc. 

No  record  exists  of  any  contemporary  numismatic 
interest  in  Mint  State  specimens,  although  probably 
fewer  than  a  dozen  numismatists  at  the  time  (of  the 
likes  of  William  Supiner  Appleton,  Joseph  J.  Mickley, 
et  al.)  and  the  Mint  Cabinet  (begun  at  the  Mint  in 
1838)  acquired  Proof  strikings.  These  probably  were 
purchased  for  face  value. 

In  true  Mint  State  the  1840  is  exceedingly  rare, 
and  very  few  have  a  claim  to  MS-63  or  higher  grade.  In 
1982,  Bruce  Amspacher,  an  especially  astute  observer 
of  the  numismatic  scene,  stated  that  he  knew  of  only 
three  pieces  that  could  be  called  MS-65,  a  grade  that 
today  would  he  equal  to  MS-63  or  so.  By  1993,  as 
related  in  Dave  Bowers’  two-volume  study,  Silver  Dol¬ 
lars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States.-  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  Chris  Napolirano  reported  handling  two 
MS-63  coins  ("average  for  the  grade")  and  one  MS-62 
piece  (“white  and  frosty")  over  a  long  period  of  years. 

1841  AU-55.  Deep  bluish  gray  toning  with 

sharp  design  elements.  An  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  issue.  Subtle  engraving  on  the 
reverse  reads  “18th  birthday  1873." .  419 


for  Sale 


1842  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  ivory  surfaces 

with  iridescent  toning.  Considerable  lustre  is 
visible .  769 

1843  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  champagne  toning 

over  lustrous  surfaces . 695 

1845  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 

light  silver  lustre  and  wisps  of  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  A  key-date  issue . 995 

1846  AU-58  (NGC).  Nearly  complete  lustre 

with  pale  gold  toning .  1,195 

1846  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  ivory  with  nearly 

complete  lustre.  Just  a  few  scattered  surface 
marks  are  present .  775 

1847  AU-50  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  silver  surfaces .  799 


Important  1850  Seated  Dollar 


1850  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pale  silver  surfaces  with 
faint  lilac  and  blue  toning.  Nearly  full  lustre 
is  visible  beneath  the  toning . 2,850 

1860-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  lustrous  surfaces  and  faint  champagne 
toning.  Very  sharply  struck .  795 

Lustrous  1865  Silver  Dollar 

1865  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 

nity  for  the  collector  to  acquire  this  scarce 
Civil  War  era  issue.  With  hoarding  of  gold  and 
silver  coins  at  the  time,  these  issues  are  quite 
elusive  today.  This  example  has  exceptional 
detail  with  nearly  complete  lustre .  1,475 

Scarce  1866  Seated  Dollar 

1866  AU-5  3  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

very  light  gold  toning .  1,275 


Choice  Proof  1868  Dollar 


1 868  Proof-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  Proof 
example  with  deep  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing  over  reflective  mirrored  fields.  A  splendid 
specimen  for  the  advanced  collector.  6, 1  75 


1871  A Ll-55  (NGC).  Very  light  silvery  gray 

with  nearly  complete  lustre .  795 

1 872  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example  with 

light  gold  toning.  Very  sharply  struck.  .  869 

_ Morgan  Dollars 

We  have  been  buying  Morgan  dollars!  In  the 
columns  to  follow  you  will  find  a  great  selection 
of  coins,  mostly  Mint  State,  all  hand  selected  tor 
excellent  quality  within  their  grade  designation. 

Morgan  dollars  are  among  the  most  popular 
and  widely  collected  of  all  American  coins.  In 
fact,  among  19th  (and  early  20th)  century  series, 
they  are  the  undisputed  leader.  And,  as  well  they 
should  be!  A  basic  set  of  dates  and  mints  com¬ 
prises  slightly  fewer  than  100  coins,  most  of 
which  are  available  in  attractive  Mint  State 
grades  for  less  than  several  hundred  dollars  per 
coin,  with  some  of  the  dates  available  for  a  lot 
less,  with  many  different  choice  examples  on  the 
low  side  of  $50. 

A  truly  knowledgeable  numismatist  typically 
seeks  “a  lot  of  coin  for  the  money.”  There  may  be 
no  better  place  in  numismatics  than  the  Morgan 
dollar  series  when  it  comes  to  value  and  quality. 
For  instance,  a  complete  collection,  including 
one  of  each  date  and  mint  of  Morgan  dollars,  is 
actually  obtainable  for  most  collectors,  the  ma¬ 
jor  “stopper”  being  the  1895  Philadelphia  Mint 
Proof-only  coin.  If  you  modify  your  goal  to  in¬ 
clude  one  of  each  date  and  mint  actually  struck 
for  circulation,  you  can  readily  put  together  an 
absolutely  complete  set.  Many  collectors  pur¬ 
chase  as  many  of  the  dates  as  are  affordable  in 
Mint  State,  and  then  add  the  rarities  such  as  the 
1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  1895-0  issues  in  slightly 
circulated  grades.  With  so  many  options 
available,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Morgan  dollars 
are  so  popular? 

Collecting  Suggestions  and  Strategy 
(from  QDB) 

A  very  effective  way  to  build  a  beautiful  col¬ 
lection  of  Morgan  dollars,  consisting  of  the 
nearly  100  different  dates  and  mintmarks  in  the 
series,  is  as  follows: 

1 .  Select  a  pricing  point,  say  $  300  per  com  (or 
$100,  or  $1,000 — this  is  your  call). 

2.  Purchase  one  of  each  different  MS-65  coin 
you  can  purchase  for  $300  or  less.  Some  will  be 
a  lot  less,  while  others  will  challenge  the  $300 
mark.  Make  up  a  “want  list”  for  the  ones  that 
theoretically  cost  $300  or  less  in  MS-65  grade, 
and  keep  it  on  hand  to  work  with. 

3.  Now,  from  the  coins  that  you  did  not  pur¬ 
chase  as  per  No.  2  above  or  did  not  add  to  your 
want  list,  run  through  the  series  again,  and  make 
a  list  of  all  that  cost  $300  or  less  in  MS-64  grade. 
Buy  what  you  can  and  make  a  want  list  for  others. 

4.  Now,  deleting  the  items  from  Nos.  2  and 
3  above,  make  a  list  of  the  remaining  coins  that 
you  can  buy  in  MS-63  grade  tor  $300  or  less  R\ 
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this  time,  you  will  have  on  your  list  well  over 
halt  ot  the  different  varieties  in  the  set — all  in 
choice  to  gem  Mint  State! 

5.  Now  that  the  easier  ones  are  past,  make  a 
list  ot  the  remaining  pieces  that  you  can  buy  in 
MS-60  to  MS-62  grade  for  $300  or  less.  You  will 
he  nearly  at  the  finish  line! 

6.  Now,  make  a  list  of  the  “toughies”  that 
remain — such  as  the  1889-CC,  1893-S,  and  a 
few  others,  and  one-by-one,  consulting  market 
listings,  make  up  a  want  list  as  to  the  grade  you 
want — perhaps  VF  for  the  1893-S,  or  whatever, 
realizing  that  some  of  the  key  remaining  issues 
will  cost  you  more  than  $300  each. 

Do  not  he  in  a  hurry.  Getting  there  is  half 
the  fun!  Buy  carefully  and  slowly.  Cherrypick  for 
quality  along  the  way.  I  suggest  buying  the  MS- 
65  and  MS-64  coins  first,  as  in  this  way  you  will 
have  a  very  impressive  display  nearly  at  the  out¬ 
set,  providing  a  basis  for  your  later  acquisitions  at 
leisure. 

1878  8  Tailfeathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  very  light  peripheral  iridescence.  .  165 
1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  A  frosty  example  with  brilliant 

white  lustre .  215 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63 

(NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre .  215 

1878  Strong  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-62.  Fully 

brilliant .  169 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional  example 
with  fully  brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are 
satiny  with  frosty  devices  resulting  in  light 

cameo  contrast . 359 

1878  7  Tailfeathers,  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-63 

(PCGS) .  135 

1878-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 915 

1878-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  lustre . 225 

1878- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

prooflike  characteristics . 239 

1879- CC  Normal  Mintmark.  AU-50 

( ANACS).  A  lovely  example  with  frosty  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  Subtle  hints  of  very  light  toning 
are  present  along  the  borders .  1,150 

1879-0  MS-60  (PCI).  A  lovely  example.  .  109 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  with  light  toning.  Nice  strike.  Very 

scarce  variety!  .  1,395 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre .  775 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly 

lustrous  with  light  cameo  contrast .  235 

1879-S  Reverse  of  1879.  MS-66  (NGC).  Slightly 
proofltke  with  exceptional  silver  lustre.  215 

1879-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1879-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

1880  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 
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Gem  1880-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1880-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields . 2,895 


Another  Gem  1880-CC  Dollar 

1880-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  frosty  white  lustre.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck.  Highly  attractive  and  sure  to 

please  the  connoisseur . 2,895 

1880-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example 
with  light  gold  toning  at  right  obverse.  425 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  sharply 
struck  with  gold  and  iridescent  toning.  159 

1880-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light 

cameo  contrast . 695 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  attractive  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  white  lustre . 219 

1880-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Prooflike  obverse  with 
satiny  reverse  and  attractive  peripheral  iri¬ 
descence .  199 

1880-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 98 

1880- S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Very  slight  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning .  195 

Choice  Proof  1881  Morgan  $1 
1881  Proof-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  Proof  with  light  gold  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  with  light 
cameo  contrast.  An  important  opportunity 
for  the  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast,  or  for  the 

type  collector .  1,875 

1881  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 

frosty  white  lustre . 849 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  129 

1881- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre . 645 

Gem  1881-0  Morgan  Dollar 

1881-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 
with  satiny  white  lustre.  A  lovely  example  for 
the  connoisseur .  1,750 

Another  Gem  1881-0  Dollar 
1881-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  example,  quite  elusive  in  gem 

quality .  1,750 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  a 
whisper  of  champagne  toning  and  a  trace  of 

lilac  along  the  reverse  border . 219 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  219 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous . 98 


1881- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  appealing 

lustre . 39 

1882  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
lustre  and  attractive  peripheral  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 549 

1882  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1882- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  with 

brilliant  and  frosty  white  lustre .  1,325 

1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 

example  with  outstanding  lustre .  1,325 

1882-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  .  419 

1882- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  desirable 

example  for  your  type  collection . 99 

1883  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

frosty  lustre .  1 59 

1883- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  very 
slight  traces  of  gold  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 695 

1883-CC  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
exceptional  example  from  the  popular 
Carson  City  Mint.  Fully  brilliant  with  desir¬ 
able  contrast . 665 

1883-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
from  this  western  mint.  Fully  brilliant  with 

considerable  eye  appeal . 335 

1883-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1883-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

1883-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  lustre . 359 

1883-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1883-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive 

cameo  example .  169 

1883-0  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  A  pleasing  prooflike 

example . 89 

1883-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 345 

1883-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  silver  lustre  with  a  hint 

of  peripheral  gold  toning . 279 

1883-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Natural  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 195 

1883-S  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  silvery 

gray . 195 

1883-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Natural  gray  sur¬ 
faces . 175 

1883- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 175 

1884- CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 765 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
and  attractive  example  with  frosty  white 

lustre . 335 

1884-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  obverse 

with  brilliant  reverse . 335 

1884-CC  MS-64 .  175 

1884-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very 

slightly  prooflike . 285 

1884-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 285 

1884-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PC X3S).  A  superb  ox 

ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields .  735 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 00 

1884-0  MS-65  (NGC) . 99 

1884-0  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  deeply  mirrored  fields .  129 


99 

42 
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1884-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 

1884-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 39 

1884-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 

with  nearly  complete  silver  lustre . 1,750 

1884-S  AU-53  (ANACS).  Light  silver  surfaces 

with  considerable  brilliant  lustre .  325 

1885  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  has  very- 
light  ivory  lustre  and  a  crescent  of  bright  gold 

toning  at  left  obverse . 299 

1885  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  a  sliver 

ot  iridescent  toning  on  the  reverse .  299 

1885  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  impressive 
gem  with  outstanding  cameo  contrast. .  629 


1885  MS-65  (PCGS) .  109 

1885  MS-65  (NGC) .  109 

1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  ex¬ 
ample . 795 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 415 

1885-CC  MS-64  (PCGS) . 415 

1885-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beauti¬ 
ful . 365 

1885-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  white  lustre . 98 

1885-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 

1885-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1885-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1885-S  MS-63  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 219 

1886  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  239 

1886  MS-65  (PCGS) . 98 

1886  MS-65  (NGC) . 98 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  obverse  with 

light  gold  reverse . 49 

1886  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
frosty  lustre . 45 

1886  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  lustre 

with  light  gold  toning  along  the  border.  685 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre . 98 

1887  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre  and  cameo  contrast . 96 

1887  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 

1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Mint  State  1887/6-0  Dollar 
1887/6-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Very  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing  with  full  frosty  lustre.  An  important  va¬ 
riety  and  one  of  few  overdates  in  the  Morgan 

dollar  series .  1,795 

1888  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  dollar  with  sat¬ 
iny  silver  lustre  and  extremely  light  periph¬ 
eral  gold  toning . 735 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  a 
crescent  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  ob¬ 
verse . 215 

1888  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 215 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example.  315 

1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  319 

1889  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  faint 

peripheral  toning . 319 


1889- CC  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  gray  surfaces 

with  only  a  few  minute  rim  bruises  and  <  >ther 
tiny  marks.  An  attractive  and  desirable  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  key-date  issue . 995 

1890  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  1 19 

1890- CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 419 

1890- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  189 

1891  Proof-64  Cameo  (PCGS) .  3,525 

1891  MS-64  (ICG).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre .  550 

1891  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  550 
1891  MS-63  (PCGS) .  145 

1891- CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 

with  brilliant  lustre . 685 

1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  white  lustre . 685 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

Gem  1892  Silver  Dollar 


,6  toe  trust 


J8  92 


1892  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wonderful  quality  with 
extremely  sharp  design  elements  and  frosty 
white  lustre.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  have 
attractive  iridescent  toning  along  the  bor¬ 
ders . 4,350 


Prooflike  Gem  1892-CC  Dollar 


1892-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  This  is  a  stunning 
gem  quality  example  with  brilliant  mirrored 
fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  A  coin  for 
the  connoisseur  with  exceptional  aesthetic 

appeal . 7,250 

1892-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  white  sur¬ 
faces  with  mirrored  field  A  delightful  ex¬ 
ample . 935 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  with 

outstanding  eye  appeal .  579 

1892-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

lustre . 295 

1892-S  AU-50  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  silver  surfaces  and  ex¬ 
ceptional  lustre.  In  higher  grades,  this  issue 


ranks  among  the  key  dates  in  the  Morgan 

dollar  series .  1 ,695 

1893  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  silver  lustre .  289 

1893  EF-40  (NGC).  Natural  light  gray  surfaces 
and  very  attractive  tor  the  grade.  Hard  to 

locate  when  you  want  one .  209 

1893-CC  VF-30  (ANACS).  Attractive  light 

gray  with  hints  of  gold .  399 

1893-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre.  Very  slightly  reflective  fields.  .  2,450 


Key  Date  1893-S  Morgan  $1 


1893-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  very  light  gray 
surfaces  and  hints  of  pale  gold  toning  along 
the  borders.  Remnants  of  lustre  are  noted  on 
the  obverse  and  especially  visible  on  the  re¬ 
verse . 6,750 

1894  VF-35  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 

pleasing  light  gray  surfaces .  529 

1895-0  AU-53  (NGC).  Nearly  full  lustre  with 

light  silver  surfaces . 975 

1895-0  AU-53  (ANACS).  Virtually  complete 

silver  lustre . 975 

1895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive  light 
gray  example . 995 

Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-64  (NGC).  An  exceptional  Mint 
Stare  example  with  fully  brilliant  and  frosty 
white  lustre.  This  is  the  only  “affordable” 
dollar  of  this  date  in  choice  or  gem. .  5,650 
1895-S  VF-35  (ANACS).  Natural  silver  gray 

surfaces . 299 

1895-S  VG-8.  Natural  light  gray .  189 

1896  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  silver  ex¬ 
ample  with  a  crescent  of  attractive  light  gold 

toning . 725 

1896  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
faint  peripheral  toning .  55 
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Eagle  albums 


Discount  Prices  •  Save  10%  to  20% 

Eagle  certified  albums  accommodate  all  popular  certified  coins  in  a  single  album.  PCGS,  NGC, 
and  ICG  holders  all  fit  snugly  in  the  album  pockets.  The  smaller  AN  ACS  slabs  are  held  snugly  in 
the  album  pockets  with  optional  foam  U-shaped  adaptors.  Each  heavy  duty  clear  rigid  page  holds 
9  certified  coins  and  allows  viewing  from  both  sides. 

EAGLE-27:  3-Page  certified  album  (holds  27  coins).  List  Price:  $22.50,  but  see  page  74  for 
discount  information. 
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Choice  Mint  State  1896-0  Dollar 


1896-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example,  sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant, 
frosty  silver  lustre.  Quality  such  as  this  is  sel¬ 
dom  available.  An  important  opportunity  for 

the  advanced  collector .  7,150 

1896-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  important  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  this  scarce  date.  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  faint  amber  toning . 495 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Virtually  complete  lus¬ 
tre  with  light  gray  surfaces .  245 

1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Light  gray  with  hints 
of  gold  toning.  Considerable  underlying  lus¬ 
tre  is  present .  199 

Choice  1896-S  Morgan  $1 

1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny 
with  a  wisp  of  champagne  toning .  2,950 


Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  Dollar 


1896-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
frosty  silver  lustre  and  delightful  pale  gold 


toning . 2,950 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem  with 

brilliant  lustre .  249 

1897  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 


Elusive  Mint  State  1897-0  Dollar 

1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist.  Not  rare  as  a 
date,  however,  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State 

grades . 4,850 

1 897-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  features  and  brilliant,  frosty  lus¬ 
tre .  1,650 

1897-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  silver  lustre  with 

hints  of  gold  toning .  369 

1897-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  gray  surfaces 

with  lustrous  golden  brown  toning .  495 

1897-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  An  outstanding, 

fully  brilliant  example . 695 


1897- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  \  try  light 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1898  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck 
cameo  gem  that,  at  first  glance,  appears  to  he 

a  Proof. .  1,850 

1 898  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal . 219 

1898- 0  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  quality  example 

with  brilliant  lustre .  319 

1898-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  obverse 

with  mostly  brilliant  reverse . 319 

1898-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  highly  lustrous  ex¬ 
ample . 219 

1898-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  excep¬ 
tional  eye  appeal .  119 

1898-0  MS-65  (NGC) .  119 

1898-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  109 

1898- 0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 49 

1899- 0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 

example . 385 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 119 

1899-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  gold 

toned  reverse .  119 

1899-0  MS-65  (NGC) .  119 

1899- 0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 

1900- 0  MS-65  (PCGS) . 139 

1900-0  MS-65  (NGC) .  139 

1901  MS-61  (PCGS).  This  is  a  lovely  example 

with  brilliant  ivory  lustre  and  very  light  gold 
toning . 2,595 

Mint  State  1901  Silver  Dollar 

1901  MS-60  (NGC).  A  lovely  Mint  State  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre.  This  is 
an  elusive  issue  in  Mint  State  quality.  1,650 
1901  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  bril¬ 
liant  surfaces .  1,395 

1901  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example 
with  considerable  lustre  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 789 

1901  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with 
light  gold  toning .  789 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very  light  silver  gray 

with  considerable  lustre . 495 

1902  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning  over 

brilliant  lustre .  475 

1902  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  155 

1902-0  MS-66  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem 

with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  795 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC) .  159 

1902-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  fully  brilliant  gem  with 
prooflike  obverse  and  satiny  reverse .  1 59 

1 902 - S  EF-40  (PCI).  Natural  light  gray  with 

hints  of  gold  toning .  1 19 

1903  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with  sat¬ 
iny  lustre . 675 

1903  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  ivory 
lustre  and  peripheral  iridescent  toning  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse .  219 

1903- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  515 

1903-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 
liant  white  lustre .  51  5 


1903-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 395 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  light 
champagne  toning  on  the  reverse .  399 

Exceptional  1903-S  Morgan  $1 
1903-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Th  is  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  fully  brilliant  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  Although  a  scattering  of  surface 
marks  are  expected,  this  has  the  first  glance 
appearance  of  a  choice  Mint  State  coin.  An 
elusive  issue  in  all  grades . 4,195 

1903- S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lustrous  light  gray 

with  faint  gold  toning .  1 ,075 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  A  scarce 
date .  595 

1904- 0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. 105 

1904-0  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45 


Mint  State  1904-S  Silver  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  choice 
Mint  State  example  with  fully  brilliant  white 
surfaces  and  slightly  prooflike  fields.  .  2,250 

1904-S  EF-45  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gray.  369 
1921-S  MS-65  (NGC).  This  is  a  highly  attrac¬ 
tive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,750 

Peace  dollars 

When  our  buyers  travel  around  the  United 
States  they  keep  a  weather  eye  out  for  nice  Peace 
dollars,  seeking  to  acquire  coins  that  have  a  lot 
of  good  old-fashioned  eye  appeal.  It  could  he 
that  this  is  why  we  sell  so  many  Peace  dollars. 
Once  someone  “discovers”  us,  they  usually  finish 
their  collection  right  here! 

Although  it  takes  come  picking  and  choos¬ 
ing  to  find  “nice”  Morgan  dollars,  even  more 
effort  is  required  for  Peace  dollars — as  the  design 
is  such  that  even  a  few  marks,  if  well  placed,  can 
he  very  distracting. 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptional 


quality  with  satiny  lustre .  579 

1921  High  Relief.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 579 

1921  High  Relief.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  cham¬ 
pagne  toning .  195 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  32 

1922-0  MS-65  (NGC).  An  outstanding  gem 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  379 

1922-D  MS-64  (POOS).  Brilliant .  ftS 

1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant .  225 
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192  3  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 665 

1923  MS  65  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  105 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

192 3-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem.  1,050 
192 3-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 
sharply  struck  with  satiny,  slightly  prooflike 

surfaces . 235 

1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

brilliant  with  frosty  white  lustre . 665 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 
with  satiny  white  lustre .  105 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1925- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  529 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1926- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny.  619 

1926- D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example 

with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre . 619 

1927  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1927- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 

brilliant  and  satiny  silver  lustre . 649 

1927-D  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  sil¬ 
ver  lustre.  An  excellent  combination  of  qual¬ 
ity  and  price .  195 

1927-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  attractive  wisps  of  heather  toning.  675 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

lustre . 359 


1928  MS-61  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 
lustre  and  a  hint  of  very  light  heather.  249 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  aesthetic  appeal . 950 

1928-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  full 
silver  brilliance  and  satiny  lustre .  359 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  bril¬ 

liant  lustre  and  splashes  of  very  light  gold 
toning . 895 

Gem  1934-D  Silver  Dollar 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  speci¬ 
men  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  very  faint 

champagne  toning . 2,095 

1934-D  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen-5736.  MS- 
63  (PCI).  An  attractive  example  of  this  rare 
variety  with  light  gold  obverse  and  mostly 

brilliant  reverse . 295 

1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  date  issue  with 
pleasing  white  lustre  and  few  minor  imperfec¬ 
tions,  consistent  with  the  grade .  2,650 

1934-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Far  fewer 
marks  than  what  would  be  expected  for  the 
grade .  1,875 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

satin  ivory  lustre .  155 


1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  for  the  grade  with  brilliant  white 
lustre.  Very  sharply  struck  and  highly  attrac¬ 


tive . 509 

1935-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous.  309 

Eisenhower  dollars 

1971-D  MS-66  (PCGS) .  159 

1971- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55 

1972- D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  135 

1971- S  Silver.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 59 

1972- S  MS-66  (PCGS) . w..  42 

1972- S  Silver.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 65 

1973- D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  125 

1973-S  MS-67  (PCGS) . 79 

1973- S  Silver.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 45 

1974- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 69 

1974-D  MS-66  (PCGS) . 239 

1974-S  MS-68  (DPCGS) . 250 

1974-S  MS-67  (PCGS) . 79 

1974-S  MS-66  (PCGS) . 42 

1977  MS-65  (PCGS) . 95 

1978  MS-65  (PCGS) .  149 

1978- D  MS-65  (PCGS) .  189 

ANTHONY  DOLLARS 

1979- S  SBA.  Type  II.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  195 

1981-S  SBA.  Type  II.  Proof-67  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) .  199 


Trade  dollars 


Important  1875-S/CC  Trade  Dollar 

1875-S/CC  MS-60  (NGC).  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  specialist  to  acquire  this 
unusual  and  popular  variety.  Brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre  and  very  faint  traces  of  toning. 
Outstanding  quality  for  the  grade . 2,995 


Coin  dealing  in  1915;  office  of 
B.  Max  Mehl  in  fort  worth,  Texas. 


For  much  of  his  era  of  numismatic  activity  1903-1957  B.  Max  Mehl,  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  was  America’s  best  known  dealer.  Here  he  is  shown  early  in  his  ca¬ 
reer,  in  1915  in  his  office  in  the  Commonwealth  Building. 

In  the  right  foreground  are  two  trays  with  openings  filled  with  what  seem  to  be 
silver  dollars — this  in  an  era  before  popular  holders  were  invented  and  71  years 
before  the  term  “PCGS”  would  reach  print.  On  the  wall  at  the  upper  left  is  a  Frac¬ 
tional  Currency  Shield,  one  of  a  few  hundred  sold  by  the  Treasury  Department  in 
the  late  1860s. 

Mehl  went  from  one  success  to  another,  and  along  the  way  handled  some  of  the 
most  important  coins  and  collections  to  come  to  market.  His  favorite  was  the  1804 
dollar,  “The  King  of  American  Coins.”  Come  to  think  of  it,  the  1804  dollar  is  a 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  favorite  too! 


1876- CC  Type  1/11.  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly 

attractive  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and  light 
gold  toning  along  the  borders.  The  surfaces 
are  satiny.  This  is  an  extremely  important 
opportunity.  A  very  elusive  issue  in  any  Mint 
State  grade .  5,495 

1877- S  “Box  trade  dollar”  with  two  photos. 

VF-35.  Lovely  nostalgic  numismatic  souve¬ 
nir . 679 

1 878- S  MS-62  (P<  <  iS) 
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Collecting 
Type  Coins 
by  Date 


F.D.B.,  a  New  Jersey  numismatist  of 
longstanding,  recently  .sent  us  as  a  nostalgia 
item  our  RCR  No.  37,  April  1981 ,  stating 
that  he  Ivid  enjoyed  reviewing  it,  comparing 
some  of  the  prices  to  those  of  today,  arid  in  par - 
ticular  enjoyed  the  article  by  Joseph  D.  Par¬ 
sons  ,  “ Collecting  Type  Coins  by  Date,”  and 
commented,  “I  think  it  could  be  a  good  article 
for  reprint.  ”  That  requested,  we  give  the  article 
below.  When  Joe  Parsons  was  on  our  staff  he 
leas  leading  edge  in  numismatic  research,  and 
much  of  what  he  did  is  still  of  great  value. 

For  over  a  century  (since  the  publi¬ 
cations  of  Heaton’s  hook  on  mintmark 
varieties),  the  most  popular  way  to  col¬ 
lect  U.S.  coins  has  been  by  date  and 
mintmark.  Up  until  about  20  years  ago, 
a  young  collector  would  get  started  hy 
filling  up  a  penny  hoard  or  coin  folder 
with,  say,  Lincoln  cents  found  in  pocket 
change.  After  a  while  most  of  the  com¬ 
mon  dates  would  he  filled  in  and  per¬ 
haps  a  dozen  “holes”  would  be  left; 
1909-S  V.D.B.,  1914-D,  some  of  the 
rarer  mintmarked  pieces  in  the  1920s, 
1931  -S,  etc.  For  these  “keys”  the  collec¬ 
tor  would  either  purchase  them  from  a 
dealer  if  he  could  afford  to  do  so,  or 
abandon  the  collection  if  he  could  not. 
The  goal  was  always  a  complete  set  of 
date  and  mintmark  varieties. 

The  more  advanced  collector  could 
go  on  to  other  things  within  the  same 
kind  of  collecting.  For  example  one 
could  try  to  obtain  a  complete  set  of 
Lincolns  in  BU  fully  struck  condition. 
As  coin  values  climbed  in  the  1950s 
and  1960s,  the  prices  of  some  of  these 
dates,  especially  1914-D  and  1922 
“plain”  became  prohibitively  high  in 
this  condition,  and  other  dates  such  as 
1921-S,  1923-S,  1924-D,  etc,  were  found 
to  he  unobtainable  at  any  price.  Or  tiring 
of  Lincoln  cents,  the  collector  could  try 


another  series.  The  trouble  was  that  in 
almost  every  series  there  was  one  or  more 
rare  “key”  dates  which  were  so  expensive 
that  completion  of  the  set  became  im¬ 
possible  within  the  collector’s  budget: 
the  1918/7-D  Buffalo  nickel,  the  191 6-D 
Mercury  dime,  the  191 8/7 -S  quarter,  the 
1921-PDS  half  dollars,  the  1895  and 
1 893-S  dollars  are  a  few  examples. 

And  even  if  a  complete  set  could  he 
put  together  one  had  a  string  of  coins  of 
only  one  design  type  with  only  the 
dates  and  mintmarks  different  between 
the  coins.  And  date  collecting  of  the 
older  19th-century  coins  was  usually  out 
of  the  question  for  all  but  the  most 
wealthy  collectors  (a  few  top  collectors 
have  tried  it:  Louis  Eliasberg,  Samuel 
Wolfson,  R.J.  Miles,  Jr.,  Reed  Hawn,  et 
al.,  But  there  have  not  been  many). 
There  are  not  many  collectors  today  for 
example  that  could  afford  to  put  to¬ 
gether  a  complete  set  of  Bust  quarters 
from  1796  to  1838  in  any  grade. 

Thus  balooning  prices  for  key  dates 
and  shrinking  availability  led  to  the 
birth  of  “type”  collecting.  Here  the  goal 
of  getting  a  complete  string  of  dates  is 
abandoned  and  one  attempts  instead  to 
get  representative  pieces  of  every  design 
type.  This  eliminates  the  problem  of 
most  key  dates.  One  need  not  he  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  very  high  price  for  a 
1901 -S  Barber  quarter  when  the  com¬ 
mon  1892  will  do  just  as  well.  Only  one 
Barber  quarter  is  needed  to  illustrate 
that  design,  and  a  common  one  does 
the  job  just  as  well  as  a  rare  one.  But 
many  of  the  early  design  types  are  rare 
and  expensive  in  themselves  and  most 
collectors  cannot  afford  items  like  the 
1796  dime,  quarter  or  half  dollar  (all 
necessary  coins  for  a  complete  set),  the 
1795  silver  dollar,  the  1808  quarter 


eagle  to  name  a  few.  So  a  complete  type 
collection  is  out  of  the  question  for 
most  people.  Also  a  continuous  run  of 
dates  represents  a  fascinating  attraction 
for  many  collectors,  and  this  is  some¬ 
thing  a  type  collection  cannot  provide. 
(Note:  The  fascination  with  a  continu¬ 
ous  string  of  dates  is  probably  partly  psy¬ 
chological;  a  continuous  string  of  dates 
provides  a  kind  of  link  with  the  distant 
past,  and  we  know  that  nostalgia  has  al¬ 
ways  been  a  widespread  human  pursuit). 

Both  types  of  collecting  have  their 
appeal,  to  be  sure.  The  type  collector 
would  argue  that  he  is  not  limited  to  a 
monotonous  set  of  coins  differing  only 
by  date,  but  can  display  a  parade  of  dif¬ 
ferent  design  types  extending  back  to 
the  1 790s.  The  date  collector  will  main¬ 
tain  that  nothing  can  match  the  beauty 
and  fascination  of  a  complete  set  of 
matched,  iridescently  toned  Indian 
cents,  for  example.  The  two  types  of 
collecting  appeal  to  fundamentally  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  people.  We  would  call 
the  type  collector  a  generalist;  this  is 
the  type  of  person  that  likes  to  know 
something  about  nearly  everything,  hut 
usually  avoids  getting  bogged  down  in 
too  much  detail  on  any  one  subject. 
Generalists  often  branch  out  further 
into  world  coins,  ancients,  stamps,  an¬ 
tiques,  and  other  related  hobbies.  The 
date  collector,  on  the  other  hand,  is  apt 
to  he  that  other  type  of  personality,  the 
specialist.  This  is  the  type  of  person 
who  thrives  on  minute  detail  and  likes 
to  analyze  cause  and  effect.  In  his  col¬ 
lecting  life,  the  specialist  will  often  go 
into  fields  like  large  cents  hy  Sheldon 
varieties,  colonials,  bank  notes  by  signa¬ 
ture  combinations  and  similar  pursuits. 

Anyway,  the  point  of  this  article  is 
that  there  is  a  third  type  of  collecting 
that  can  provide  a  little  of  everything— 
a  wide  variety  of  design  types  and  a  con¬ 
tinuous  string  of  dates  going  back  to 
1  793.  Consider  assembling  a  complete 
date  collection  1793-1980,  but  with  no 
regard  to  denomination.  For  any  given 
year  one  can  use  the  most  common  de¬ 
nomination  struck  with  that  date. 
What  one  winds  up  with  is  a  set  of 
coins  representing  every  single  year  of 
operation  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  and  at  the 
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same  time  a  diversity  ot  design  types 
equaling  a  type  collection!  And  best  of 
all,  a  complete  set  can  be  put  together 
tor  far  less  money  than  a  type  set!  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  this  kind  of  col¬ 
lecting  is  uniquely  compatible  with  early 
mint  practice.  Until  the  1830s,  the  U.S. 
mint  tended  to  concentrate  on  some  de¬ 
nominations  over  others,  so  that  in  al¬ 
most  every  year  one  or  two  denomina¬ 
tions  were  struck  in  large  quantities, 
while  the  others  are  either  rarities  or 
nonexistent.  As  a  guide  to  readers  that 
might  he  thinking  about  attempting 
this  kind  of  collection,  let’s  look  at 
some  of  the  more  difficult  and  in¬ 
teresting  dates. 

1793.  This  is  apt  to  be  the  most  ex¬ 
pensive  date  in  the  set.  One  can  only 
choose  the  half  cent  or  large  cent.  The 
1793  Wreath  is  reasonably  priced  in  the 
lower  grades.  The  collector  on  a  small  bud¬ 
get  may  be  able  to  find  one  in  Fair  or  Poor 
condition  for  as  little  as  $150  to  use  as  filler 
until  a  better  specimen  can  be  afforded. 

1 794-  All  of  the  silver  coins  of  this  year  are 
scarce,  but  again  one  can  use  the  relatively  in¬ 
expensive  cent  or  half  cent.  The  same  is  true, 
to  a  lesser  extent,  of  1795  and  1797. 

1 796.  All  of  the  silver  coins  are  rare  and 
the  half  cent  is  extremely  rare.  However  the 
cent  of  this  year  is  fairly  common  and  even 
available  in  Unc.  (for  a  price). 

1 798.  Here  the  only  sensible  choice  is  the 
common  large  cent. 

1799.  A  key  date.  The  cent  is  rare,  and 
the  only  silver  coin  struck  was  the  Draped 
Bust  silver  dollar  which,  while  somewhat  ex¬ 
pensive,  is  the  most  common  date  bust  dollar. 

1800-1803.  Here  one  can  use  the  cents  or 
half  cents  (except  for  1802). 

1804.  The  cent  and  all  of  the  silver  coins 
are  rare,  but  luckily  the  1804  half  cent  is  very 
common  and  always  available  for  a  very  rea¬ 
sonable  price. 

1805-1809.  The  half  cents  will  be  the 
lowest  in  price  although  cents  and  half  dol¬ 
lars  are  also  easily  available  for  these  years. 

1810-1814.  For  these  years  the  half  dol¬ 
lars  are  available  although  the  1814  dime  is 
not  too  expensive. 

1815.  A  key  date,  like  1799  and  1804.  No 
copper  coinage  was  struck  due  to  the  War  of 
1812,  and  the  silver  and  gold  coinage  was 
very  limited.  The  1815  half  dollar  is  expen¬ 
sive,  but  the  1815  quarter  is  available  for  this 
year.  The  price  is  not  too  high,  but  finding  a 
nice  one  will  require  a  search. 

1816.  Another  key  date.  The  cent  was 
the  only  denomination  struck  due  to  a  disas¬ 


trous  tire  at  the  mint;  fortunately  the  1816 
cent  is  common  and  obtainable  for  a  very 
low  price.  Thousands  exist  in  Unc.  condi¬ 
tion,  thanks  to  the  Randall  hoard. 

1817-1836.  None  of  these  dates  present 
any  difficulties.  Half  dollars  of  all  dates  are  ob¬ 
tainable,  as  are  cents  (except  1823).  Half 
cents  of  some  of  these  years  are  very  inexpen¬ 
sive.  In  addition  many  dates  are  represented 
by  common  bust  dimes  and  half  dimes  which 
can  be  put  in  for  diversification. 

1837-1876.  Here  again  one  can  choose 
from  a  wide  variety  of  different  denomina¬ 
tions,  making  it  possible  to  put  your  own 


personality  into  the  set.  Consider  the  two- 
cent  piece  for  1864,  the  three-cent  nickel  for 
1865,  the  Shield  nickel  for  1866  and  the 
twenty-cent  piece  for  1875.  For  most  of 
these  years  either  the  cents  or  the  seated 
dimes  will  be  the  lowest  in  prices. 

1877.  The  copper  and  nickel  coinages 
are  rare  due  to  an  economic  slowdown  and  a 
backlog  of  these  in  Treasury  vaults.  But  the 
silver  coinage  is  plentiful. 

1878-1904-  Most  of  these  dates  can  be 
filled  in  nicely  by  either  common  Indian 
cents,  Liberty  nickels,  or  Morgan  silver  dol¬ 
lars.  Many  of  the  Barber  dimes  in  nice  lus¬ 
trous  AU  condition  can  still  be  picked  up  at 
ridiculously  low  prices. 

1905-1920.  Here  the  cents  and  nickels 
can  be  used  with  great  success.  Again  for  di¬ 
versification  one  can  use  many  different  de¬ 
sign  types.  The  1909  V.D.B.  cent  and  the 
1913  Type  1  Buffalo  nickel  should  definitely 
be  used.  The  1916  Mercury  dime  is  still  in¬ 
expensive  in  BU  condition. 

1921-1922.  A  severe  recession  (depres¬ 
sion?)  in  these  years  due  to  the  spending 
orgy  associated  with  World  War  I  caused  a 
cutback  in  silver  coinage.  The  1921  Phila¬ 
delphia  cent  or  Buffalo  nickel  is  available 
though.  Consider  the  common  Peace  dollar 
for  1922. 

1923-1930.  These  dates  provide  no  diffi¬ 
culty.  A  common  standing  Liberty  quarter 
could  be  used  for  diversification,  as  could 
some  common  date  gold  pieces. 

1931-1933.  Silver  coinage  practically 
stopped  because  of  zero  demand  (this  was 
the  depths  of  the  Depression).  Fortunately 
the  cents  of  these  years  were  widely  hoarded 


by  a  couple  of  large  dealers  and  are  readily 
available  today  in  beautiful  mint  red  Uncir¬ 
culated.  The  1932  Washington  quarter  is  a 
good  one  to  use  also. 

1934-1980.  No  problem  at  all  with  any  of 
these  year,  thanks  to  past  collectors  and  specu¬ 
lators  who  hoarded  these  coins  by  the  roll. 

I  hope  that  this  discussion  convinces 
you  that  it  is  not  only  possible  to  form  a 
complete  date  set  1793-1980  of  U.S. 
coinage,  hut  also  quite  feasible.  In  fact 
the  only  dates  that  will  prove  to  be  ex¬ 
pensive  are  1793,  1799,  and  possibly 
1815.  But  all  of  the  coins  necessary  are 
obtainable,  although  a  challenging 
search  will  be  necessary  to  get  nice 
pieces  of  some  of  the  early  dates  and 
fully  struck  gems  of  the  late  dates.  When 
you  are  finished,  you  will  have  a  coin  of 
every  single  date  from  1 793-1980,  a  wide 
array  of  different  design  types  and  de¬ 
nominations,  and  if  you  stick  to  nice 
coins  (generally  Fine  and  up  for  18th 
century,  nice  EF  and  up  for  19th  century 
and  gem  BU  for  20th  century)  you’ll 
have  a  superb  display  item  and  an  in¬ 
comparable  diversified  investment  as 
well.  The  only  drawback,  if  it  can  be 
called  that,  is  the  lack  of  ready-made 
coin  albums  to  hold  such  a  collection. 
But  this  is  actually  part  of  the  fun  be¬ 
cause  you  can  diversify  and  personalize 
your  collection  by  putting  in  a  wide  as¬ 
sortment  of  different  denominations.  Fi¬ 
nally  in  building  such  a  set,  if  you  study 
your  coins  you’ll  learn  more  about  U.S. 
coinage  and  economic  history7  than  you 
ever  thought  you  could,  and  you’ll  be  ab¬ 
solutely  fascinated  along  the  way!  This 
may  well  turn  out  to  he  much  more  re¬ 
warding  than  any  financial  appreciation 
of  the  collection,  although  that  is  apt  to 
be  handsome  too.  You  can  probably  get 
started  easily  with  the  coins  you  may 
have  now.  If  you  have  a  partial  date  set  of 
Morgan  dollars,  for  example,  start  filling 
in  the  holes  with  other  denominations, 
then  work  backwards  to  dates  before 
1878.  Similarly  if  you  are  an  investor  and 
would  like  to  become  a  numismatist, 
take  out  your  portfolio  and  sort  your 
coins  by  date;  then  make  a  want  list  of 
dates  you  need  and  start  searching.  If  you 
try  to  add  one  coin  per  month,  in  a  few 
years  you’ll  he  well  on  your  way  to  finish¬ 
ing  the  set. 
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We  invite  you  to  review  our  selection  of  gold 
coins,  a  favorite  specialty  and  area  of  study  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 

The  new  Harry  W.  Bass.  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge 
hook,  highly  acclaimed,  belongs  in  your  library, 
and  we  invite  your  order — secure  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  you  will  enjoy  your  copy  immensely 
and  use  it  often. 

This  present  Rare  Coin  Review  listing  con¬ 
tains  a  great  selection  of  gold  issues  from  dollars 
to  double  eagles.  Each  coin  has  measured  up  to 
our  exacting  standards,  and  each  was  carefully 
selected  to  offer  an  unbeatable  combination  of 
excellent  aesthetic  appeal  for  the  grade,  plus 
good  value  for  the  price  we  ask. 

Buy  an  “Eagle”  album  to  display  your  certi¬ 
fied  gold  coins — and  in  that  way  you  can  enjoy 
your  numismatic  treasures  at  a  glance.  Try  one 
album,  and  before  you  know  it,  you’ll  want  al¬ 
bums  for  all  of  your  coins! 

Gold  coinage  references: 

The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylloge.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Award-winning  study  of  the  superb  collec¬ 
tion  assembled  over  a  period  of  many  years  by  Harry  Bass, 
portions  of  which  are  now  on  display  at  the  ANA  Mu¬ 
seum  in  Colorado  Springs.  This  is  an  essential  text  for 
anyone  interested  in  early  American  gold  coins  1795- 
1834,  and  will  be  a  valuable  text  for  everyone  else.  Includes 
sections  on  all  gold  coin  design  types  1795-1933,  U.S. 
pattern  coins  in  all  metals,  1896  “Educational”  currency 
notes,  and  a  biography  of  one  of  America’s  consummate 
numismatic  connoisseurs.  499  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
fully  illustrated  in  color  throughout.  Stock  No.BBM-148. 
List  $89,  before  your  discount. 

Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  The  master  source,  the  fountain¬ 
head  of  information  gathered  over  a  long  period  of 
years  by  one  of  America's  most  highly  acclaimed 
numismatic  researchers.  Copies  of  this  reference  may 
be  found  on  every  numismatist’s  desk  here  in  our  of¬ 
fices.  An  indispensable  work.  754  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBR-764-  List  $135,  before 
your  discount. 

The  Treasure  Ship  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan.  By  Q. 

David  Bowers.  Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its  loss 
and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold  Rush  in  San 
Francisco  and  a  history  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  4 1 6 
pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-406. 
List  $69.95,  before  your  discount. 

America’s  (fold  Coinage.  Edited  hy  William  E. 
Metcalf.  Articles  from  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the 
America’s  Conference.  1  32  pages,  illustrated.  Cloth 


Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BAN-212.  List  $15,  before  your 
discount. 

United  States  Qold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History. 

By  Q.  David  Bowers.  The  definitive  work  on  American 
gold  coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  James 
Baker  wanted  to  know  about  gold  coins,  he  consulted 
this  book.  Award  winner.  415  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-135.  List  $57.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  By  Douglas  Win¬ 
ter.  A  new-  edition  based  on  research  Doug  Winter  has 
done  since  the  first  edition  was  published.  Mintage,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  strike  information,  surfaces,  lustre,  die 
varieties  and  more.  220  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound. 
Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List  $35,  before  your  discount. 

The  Neighborhood  Mint:  Dahlonega  in  the  Age 
of  Jackson.  By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head  and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge.  A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin  research, 
this  volume  has  just  been  reprinted  with  the  addition 
of  new  plates  and  photographs.  206  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BHE-700.  List  $30,  before 
your  discount. 

Qold  Coins  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint.  By  Douglas 
Winter.  Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the  Dahlo¬ 
nega  Mint,  including  availability  and  commentary 
related  to  striking  and  die  characteristics.  250  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BWI-818.  List  $25, 
before  your  discount. 

United  States  Ten  Dollar  Qold  Eagles  1795- 
1804.  By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka.  The  first  systematic 
compilation  of  photographs  and  detailed  descriptions 
of  the  known  eagle  die  marriages.  84  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BTA-900.  List  $69.95,  before 
your  discount. 

Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Qold 
Coins.  By  David  Akers.  Much  worthwhile  information 
about  Saint-Gaudens  and  Pratt  $2.50,  $5,  $10,  and  $20 
gold  coins.  184  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock 
No.  BAK-749.  List  $19.95,  before  your  discount. 

Augustus  Saint-Qattdem  1848-1 907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture.  By  Musee  des  Augustins.  This 
book  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint-Gaudens,  his  home, 
and  more  including  specimens  in  the  museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  illustrated.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BSG-601 .  List  $69.95,  before  your  discount.  Softbound. 
Stock  No.  BSG-600.  List  $49.95,  before  your  discount. 


Gold  Dollars 


Mint  State  1851  Gold  Dollar 
1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
highly  attractive  orange  gold  surfaces.  1,850 
1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow 
gold  with  a  hint  of  pinkish  rose  toning.  1,295 


1855  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  yell  ow  gold  with 
considerable  lustre .  1,175 

1855  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold 

with  deep  orange  toning . 965 

1856  Slanted  5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  brilliant  yellow  gold  surfaces.  This  is 
the  date  style  usually  seen  on  dollars  of  this 
year .  1,295 

Mint  State  1 860-S  Gold  Dollar 


1860-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  extremely  sharp  design  features 
and  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  Very  slightly 
prooflike . 3,950 

Gem  Mint  State  1871  Gold  Dollar 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1871  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful  gem 
example  wdth  satiny  orange  gold  lustre  and 
extremely  sharp  design  features.  Just  3,900 
examples  were  minted  with  very  few  high- 
grade  survivors  remaining  today . 8,750 

Gem  Mint  State  1881  Gold  Dollar 


1881  MS-67  (PCGS).  This  sensational  gem 
example  has  deep  yellow-  gold  lustre  with  a 
ring  of  lighter  greenish  gold  along  the  bor¬ 
ders.  Very  sharply  struck  and  with  amazing 
aesthetic  appeal . 4,350 

Gem  1885  Gold  Dollar 
1885  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  ,i  wonderful  gem 
quality  example  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre.  A  much  scarcer  date  than  many  from  this 
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decade.  An  important  opportunity  for  the 


'pecialist  and  connoisseur .  1,695 

1888  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,325 


Quarter  Eagles 
($2.50  Gold) 

Our  quarter  eagle  listing  emphasizes  Liberty 
Head  and  Indian  issues.  Our  usual  selection  of 
“types”  and  selected  rarities  can  be  found  as  well. 
Happy  hunting! 

Important  1834  Quarter  Eagle 

1834  Large  Head.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  scarce 
variety  with  broken  M  in  AMERICA.  Light 
yellow  gold  with  hints  of  green.  Slightly  proof¬ 
like  around  the  devices .  1,495 

The  varieties  of  Classic  Head  quarter  eagles  and 
half  eagles  provide  a  relatively  ignored  field  in  numis¬ 
matics.  This  will  soon  be  changing  as  numismatic 
researcher  and  author  John  McCloskey  is  presently 
compiling  a  reference  on  these  two  series  of  gold 
coinage.  McCloskey  is  well  known  as  a  co-author  of 
Early  United  States  Dimes  and  a  co-author  of  Federal 
Half  Dimes.  Both  books  are  the  standard  references  for 
their  respective  series.  Both  the  Classic  Head  quarter 
eagles  and  half  eagles  provide  considerable  potential 
enjoyment  to  the  variety  collector  at  a  still  moderate 
cost. 

1834  Large  Head.  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  is  the 
rarest  of  four  die  varieties  known  for  1834 
Classic  Head  quarter  eagles.  Breen’s  Large 
Head  obverse  is  combined  with  a  reverse 
having  closely  spaced  AM  and  perfect  M  in 

AMERICA . 750 

1845  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  light 
yellow  gold  lustre  and  faint  traces  of  green 

toning . 639 

1845  EF-45  (PCGS).  Attractive  yellow  gold 
with  traces  of  lustre . 365 

Important  1846-0  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1846-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 
example  with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
exceptional  surface  quality.  Only  a  few  faint 
hairlines  are  noted.  A  depression  in  Liberty’s 
cheek  appears  to  be  as  struck.  An  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  PCGS  has  only 
graded  nine  finer  examples  from  MS-60  to 

MS-64 .  3,375 

Desirable  1847  Quarter  Eagle 

1847  AU-55  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  elements  and 
nearly  complete  lustre.  Satiny  in  appearance 
with  slightly  prooflike  fields.  Pale  orange  ton¬ 
ing  is  primarily  limited  to  the  reverse.  1,495 


Gem  1850  Quarter  Eagle 
The  Only  Gem  Certified  by  PCGS 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1850  MS-65  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharp  with 
bold  obverse  and  reverse  design  elements. 
Obverse  and  reverse  have  exceptional  frosty 
yellow  gold  lustre  with  pristine  surfaces.  Al¬ 
though  considered  a  common  date  from  a 
mintage  of  252,923  coins,  gem  quality  ex¬ 
amples  are  almost  non-existent.  In  fact,  this 
is  the  single  finest  example  graded  by  PCGS, 


the  only  MS-65  coin .  16,950 

1851  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Very  sharply  struck.  A  great  coin! . 795 


1852  AU-55  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  299 

Important  1852-0  Quarter  Eagle 
1852-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
fully  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Of  the 
140,000  were  minted,  most  went  into  com¬ 
merce,  and  today  few  examples  survive  above 
EF  grade.  An  extremely  important  opportu¬ 


nity  for  the  quarter  eagle  enthusiast.  ..  1,575 
1853  MS-60  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  with 
hints  of  pink  toning . 369 


1853  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  greenish  yellow  gold. 
From  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection.  269 

Important  High-Grade  1855-D  $2.50 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1855-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  For  the  specialist  in 
southeastern  Mint  gold  coinage,  this  repre¬ 
sents  an  extremely  important  opportunity. 
Deep  orange-gold  with  minor  blemishes. 
Natural  planchet  lamination  is  present  at 
upper  obverse,  with  light  blue  toning  in  this 
area.  Just  1 , 1 23  examples  were  minted,  one  of 
the  lowest  Dahlonega  Mint  productions 
among  all  quarter  eagles.  In  fact,  the  mintage 
is  second  only  to  1856-D.  Walter  Breen 
noted  that  this  issue  is  not  verified  in  Mint 
State,  and  although  three  MS-60  examples 
appear  in  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  we 
doubt  that  these  represent  more  than  one 
coin.  Author  Douglas  Winter  noted  that  this 
date  is  unknown  in  Mint  State  with  just  five 
or  six  AU  grade  coins  surviving . 31,750 


Call  To  Order 
800-222-5993 


1856-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  with 
considerable  lustre  and  traces  of  pale  lilac 
toning .  1,295 

Finest  Quality  1862/1  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1862/1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
rich,  frosty  orange-gold  lustre.  Every  detail  is 
needle  sharp  with  the  overdate  features 
boldly  visible.  A  lovely  coin  and  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  This  is  tied  with  one  other  example 
for  finest  certified  by  PCGS,  and  may  be  one 
of  the  single  finest  known  examples  identi¬ 
fied  today.  The  exact  number  known  today 
has  not  been  precisely  determined,  however, 
we  believe  that  only  a  couple  dozen  exist. 
This  overdate  variety  was  discovered  by 
Aubrey  Bebee  in  1962.  Walter  Breen  sug¬ 
gested  that  only  about  12  examples  were 
known  when  he  published  his  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia.  In  close  examination  of  the  date 
features,  we  think  this  might  better  be  called 
“1862  over  inverted  date,”  which,  if  so, 
makes  it  all  the  more  fascinating! ....  14,750 


Mint  State  1876  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1876  MS-61  (PCGS).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist.  This 
lovely  example  has  bright  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal.  Just  4, 1 70 
circulation  strikes  were  coined,  and  from  this 
total  PCGS  has  only  graded  seven  as  MS-60 


or  finer . 4,350 

1878-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality 
with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces . 365 


Mint  State  1881  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 


1881  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 
slightly  reflective  yellow  gold  lustre.  A  few 
very  minor  abrasions  are  consistent  with  the 
grade.  We  cannot  overemphasize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  offering,  with  the  present  ex¬ 
ample  ranking  among  the  very  finest 
survivors  from  an  original  mintage  of  just  640 
circulation  strikes.  With  another  51  Proofs 
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recorded,  the  total  mintage  of  this  issue  re¬ 
mains  at  less  than  700  coins.  Considering 
both  PCGS  and  NGC  combined,  just  20 
Mint  States  examples  of  this  issue  have  been 
certified  in  all  Mint  State  grades.  Of  this  to¬ 
tal,  just  six  examples  have  been  graded  MS- 
62  with  only  two  finer  coins .  16,875 

Choice  Mint  State  1894  $2.50 
1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
sharp  design  elements  and  reflective  fields. 


Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,795 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
greenish  gold  lustre . 765 


Gem  1 900  Quarter  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1900  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  incredible 
gem  with  sharp  design  elements  and  outstand¬ 
ing  yellow  gold  lustre.  This  issue  has  the  sec¬ 
ond  lowest  mintage  of  any  regular  issue  quarter 
eagle  from  1900  to  1929.  The  only  lower 
mintage  issue  is  the  1911  -D  rarity .  2,850 


Lustrous  1900  Quarter  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  with  satiny 

yellow  gold  lustre .  1,650 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  pinkish  gold  lustre . 965 

1903  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

yellow  gold  lustre .  239 


Gem  1904  Liberty  Quarter  Eagle 


1904  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
gem  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  very 
sharp  design  elements.  Examples  of  this  qual¬ 
ity  are  seldom  encountered .  2,195 

1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

faint  orange  peripheral  toning .  775 

Gem  1905  Quarter  Eagle 

1 905  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  example 

with  sharp  design  features  and  brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre . 2,195 

1906  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre . 650 


1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  bril¬ 
liant  yellow  gold  lustre .  775 

Gem  1908  Indian  $2.50 


1908  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional  quality  with 
deep  orange  toning  over  brilliant  yellow  gold 


lustre . 7,150 

1908  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  deep  yellow  gold  lustre . 950 


Choice  Mint  State  1909  $2.50 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  light  yel¬ 

low  gold  surfaces.  An  attractive  satiny  ex¬ 
ample .  1,900 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre .  1,070 

191 1  MS-63  (PCGS).  Soft,  frosty  yellow  gold 

lustre . 980 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces . 980 

1911  AU-53 .  199 

Choice  Mint  State  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  and 
very  sharply  struck.  This  lovely  example  fea¬ 
tures  an  extremely  sharp  mintmark.  Very  light 
yellow  gold  with  soft,  frosty  lustre .  16,000 

Choice  Mint  State  1912  $2.50 


1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous  with  lovely  medium  yellow 
gold  surfaces . 2,150 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold . 475 

Mint  State  1914  $2.50 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold .  1,495 

1914  MS-60  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces . 375 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  example  with 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  285 

Lustrous  1915  Quarter  Eagle 

1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Extremely  attractive 
with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre,  sharp. ...  1 ,500 


1915  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1 ,000 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  yellow  gold 

lustre . 495 

1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply 
struck  with  lovely  yellow  gold  lustre.  1,000 
1925-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  sharply  struck 


with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,000 

1925-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with 
lovely  pinkish  gold  lustre . 690 


Sensational  1926  Quarter  Eagle 
1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  frosty  gem  has  fully 
brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre  and  exceptional 

aesthetic  appeal . 2,900 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  yellow  gold  with 
a  hint  of  pink .  1 ,000 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  light  yellow  gold 

lustre . 295 

Gem  Quality  1927  Quarter  Eagle 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  .  2,900 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 690 

1928  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold.  .  1,000 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS) . 3,995 

1929  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lovely 

yellow  gold  lustre . 845 

THREE-DOLLAR 

GOLD 

As  a  denomination,  all  $3  gold  coins  can  he 
considered  scarce  or  rare,  with  some  dates,  of 
course,  being  much  more  rare  than  others. 

If  you  have  studied  rare  coin  activity  in  the 
past,  you  have  come  to  realize  that,  while  many 
dates  are  considered  rare  by  most  accounts,  a 
serious  collection  of  $3  gold  coins  is  not  out  of 
the  reach  of  today’s  collector.  Perhaps  90%  of 
the  dates  and  mintmarks  from  1854  to  1889  can 
be  collected,  in  many  instances  for  less  than 
$1,000  per  coin  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU.  If  this 
piques  your  fancy,  we  would  be  happy  to  set  you 
up  on  our  Want  List  Program  and  let  you  know 
when  needed  dates  and  mintmarks  come  to 
hand.  Interested?  Please  call  Mark  Borckardt  to 
discuss  your  collecting  strategy.  Remember, 
there  is  no  obligation  on  your  part  to  participate 
in  our  Want  List  Program,  just  the  opportunity 
to  acquire  that  certain  date  for  your  set. 

The  current  listing  is  admittedly  brief,  as  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  denomination  sell  very  quickly. 
We  are  constantly  on  the  hunt  for  further  nice 
examples  for  our  customers. 

Extraordinary  and  exceptional  is  this  kxik, 
which  has  a  separate  section  on  $3  gold,  one  of 
Harry  Bass’  specialties: 

fhe  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Mw.srtim  Svllogc.  By  Q 

David  Rowers.  Award-winning  study  ot  the  superb  col 
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lection  a»embled  over ,»  peruxJ  of  many  years  by  Harry 
Bass  49V  paces,  deluxe  hardbound,  fully  illustrated  in 
color  throughout.  Stock  No.BBM-148.  List  $89,  before 
your  discount. 

Choice  Mint  State  1854  $3  Gold 
Lustrous  and  Beautiful 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1860  EE-45  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow  gold 
with  a  hint  of  green.  A  pleasing  example 
with  just  a  few  very  minor  surface  marks,  not 
unusual  tor  the  grade.  A  scarce  coin  by  any 

evaluation .  1,195 

1874  AU-55.  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  example 
with  a  few  very  minor  hairlines . 995 


exciting  and  enticing  dates  in  many  grades  and 
types,  from  circulated  to  Mint  State,  and  from 
early  to  late  design  types.  We  are  certain  you  will 
find  a  piece  or  two  to  your  liking,  so  please  call 
quickly  tor  the  ones  that  interest  you  the  most. 

Early  half  Eagles 


1854  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this 
curious  denomination,  and  the  only  year 
with  the  word  DOLLARS  on  the  reverse  in 
small  letters.  A  prize  specimen  that  will  he 
a  showpiece  in  any  type  set  or  general  col¬ 


lection . 6,750 

1854  AU-55  (NGC).  A  lovely  type  coin  with 

satiny  greenish  gold  lustre .  1,275 

1855  AU-58  (PCGS) .  1,650 


Gem  1859  Three-Dollar  Gold 


1859  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  stunning 
gem  example  with  brilliant  and  frosty  yellow 
gold  lustre.  This  is  a  very  scarce  issue  with  a 
low  PCGS  population .  18,000 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3 


1878  MS-63  (NGC).  An  absolutely  delightful 
example  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  lustre. 
“As  you  like  it,”  and  more!  An  exceptional 

candidate  for  the  type  collector .  4,795 

1878  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  faint  pink 

toning .  1,295 

1878  AU-58  (NGC).  Very  light  yellow 
gold . 1,275 


Lustrous  1880  $3  Gold 
1880  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  yellow  gold  with  re¬ 
flective,  prooflike  fields.  Always  popular  due 
to  its  enticing  low  mintage  figure.  A  key  $3 
piece  at  any  grade  level .  2,875 


$5  Gold  Half 
Eagles 

As  with  our  other  gold  offerings,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  listing  of  half  eagles  contains  many 


Attractive  1800  Half  Eagle 


1800  B-l-D.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
of  this  turn  of  the  century  issue  with  deep  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre  and  hints  of  green  toning.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  have  slight  central  weak¬ 
ness  with  the  remaining  design  elements  ex¬ 
tremely  sharp.  A  wonderful  opportunity  for 
the  advanced  type  collector .  6,250 

Choice  Mint  State  1835  $5 


1835  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  most  attractive 
example  with  brilliant  light  yellow  lustre  and 
a  trace  of  green.  A  sharply  struck  example. 
An  outstanding  example  for  the  date  or  type 
collector . 8,195 


Try  our  24-HouR  Order  Line 

Now  you  can  place  an  order  at  any  time  to  reserve  coins  offered  by  our  Direct  [| 
Sales  Department.  After  normal  business  hours,  use  our  24-hour  order  line. 

Here's  bow  it  works: 


Dial  our  regular  toll  free  number  (1-800-222-5993)  when  you  hear  the  beep,  you  may  leave  your  message. 
Please  begin  by  clearly  stating  your  name  telephone  number  or  email  address. 

Next,  tell  us  which  coins  you  would  like  to  order. 

•  To  conclude  your  message,  make  sure  to  tell  us  the  best  time  to  return  your  call. 

This  is  what  happens  next: 

The  moment  we  arrive  we  will  immediately  review  your  requests,  if  available,  the  coins  you  requested  will  be 
reserved  in  your  name.  Orders  for  the  same  coin  will  be  handled  in  the  order  they  are  received. 

Then  comes  a  nice  finish: 

Again,  at  your  convenience,  we  will  return  your  call  to  confirm  that  ybur  selections  are  available.  It’s  as  easy  as  that! 
Use  our  24-Hour  Order  Line  for  that  perfect  coin  purchase! 


September/October  2002 


50 


Rare  coin  Review  *  149 


I  Jnited  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


1837  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  green-gold 
with  considerable  eye  appeal .  1 , 195 

Liberty  head  half  eagles 

Splendid  1839  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1839  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  an  amazing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  first  Liberty  half  eagle  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  greenish  yellow  gold  with 
splashes  of  pale  rose  toning.  This  example  is 
sharply  struck  with  full  obverse  and  reverse 
design  elements,  save  for  slight  weakness 
among  the  obverse  stars.  You  will  be  abso¬ 
lutely  thrilled  to  have  this  in  your  collection. 
We  guarantee  it! . 4,950 

Mint  State  1840  Narrow  Mill  Half  Eagle 


1840  Narrow  Mill.  MS-61  (NGC).  This  is  a 
lovely  Mint  State  example  with  extremely 
sharp  design  elements  and  brilliant  greenish 
gold  lustre.  A  few  very  light  surface  marks  are 
consistent  with  the  grade.  An  extremely  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  high  quality  example  of  this  early 
Liberty  half  eagle.  In  his  Complete  Encyclope - 
dia,  Walter  Breen  noted  this  issue  is  “very 
rare  above  EF.”  Today,  we  would  character¬ 
ize  this  as  “very  rare  in  Mint  State.”  The  Bass 
Collection  auctions  yielded  12  different  1840 
Narrow  Mill  half  eagles,  with  1 1  grading  AU 
and  a  single  MS-60! . 4,650 

Lovely  1 840  Narrow  Mill  Half  Eagle 
1840  Narrow  Mill.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  example  of  this  early  Liberty  half  eagle 
with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A  hint  of 
green  along  with  faint  rose  toning  adds  to  the 
aesthetic  appeal.  We  are  sure  you  will  like 

this  one . 2,650 

1 848  AU-58  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  grade  with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces 
and  strong  central  details.  While  not  a  rarity, 
this  is  a  very  difficult  issue  to  locate  in  higher 

grades .  795 

1848  AU-53  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck 
with  brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
just  a  trace  of  faint  orange  toning.  A  scarcer 
date .  595 
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1851  AU-58  (NGC')-  Lustrous  greenish  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces  with  exceptional  eye  ap¬ 
peal . 895 


Lovely  185 1-C  Half  Eagle 


1851-C  ALJ-50  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  lovely  greenish  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 3,195 

1853  AU-58  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  vir¬ 
tually  complete  lustre  and  attractive  rose  ton¬ 
ing  at  lower  obverse  and  upper  reverse.  595 

1854  AU-53  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  lustre 

with  faint  pinkish  toning .  595 

Mint  State  1861  Half  Eagle 


1861  MS-62  (PCGS).  Extremely  sharply 
struck  with  highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 3,395 

Highly  Important  1867  Half  Eagle 
1867  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  lovely  specimen  retain¬ 
ing  much  of  its  original  lustre.  The  1867  half 
eagle  is  a  classic  rarity,  and  only  at  widely  sepa¬ 
rated  intervals  to  we  have  the  opportunity  to 
offer  one  for  sale.  We  estimate  that  only  40  to 
60  pieces  exist  from  the  original  circulation 

strike  mintage  figure  of  6,870 .  4,250 

1879-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow 
gold . 299 

1881  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 

ample  with  highly  lustrous  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces .  1,125 

1882  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

yellow  gold  lustre .  229 

1882  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold.  ..  209 
1882-CC  EF-45.  Pale  greenish  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

1884- S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces  with  considerable  lustre . 229 

1885- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  lustre .  1,250 

1885-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  yellow 

gold .  285 

1885-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lovely  deep  yellow  sur¬ 
faces . 195 

1891  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

nearly  complete  lustre .  5 39 

1 891  -CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold 
lustre  with  faint  pinkish  toning .  560 


1892- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  429 

Mint  State  1893-CC  Half  Eagle 

1893- CC  MS-60  (NGC).  Lustrous  greenish 

yellow  gold  with  faint  pink  toning.  A 
lovely  example  of  the  final  Carson  City 
half  eagle .  1 ,400 

1893-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  225 

Choice  1897  Half  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 

1897  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel 
low  gold  lustre .  1 ,600 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre .  339 

1897  MS-60.  Brilliant  yellow  gold .  259 

1897-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Lovely  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 259 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 699 

Gem  1900  Half  Eagle 


1900  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exceptional  eye  appeal 


Buried  Treasure! 

On  the  afternoon  of  August 
31,  1934,  two  teenagers  in  a  Bal¬ 
timore  cellar  found  themselves 
thrust  into  the  lore  of  hidden  trea¬ 
sure,  seafaring  men,  and  long  lost 
gold.  Theodore  Jones  and  Henry 
Groh,  both  fatherless  and  from 
destitute  families,  uncovered  an 
amazing  hoard  of  over  3,000  U.S. 
gold  coins,  including  many  gem 
Uncirculated  pieces. 

Until  now,  their  complete 
story  has  not  been  told.  Following 
the  legal  trail  documented  in  the 
Maryland  State  Archives,  con¬ 
temporary  newspaper  accounts, 
and  interviews  with  relatives,  we 
will  take  you  to  Baltimore  during 
the  height  of  the  Depression  and 
watch  the  story  unfold.  What 
happened  to  the  gold?  What  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  hoys?  Who  buried 
the  gold  in  the  first  place?  The 
entire  tale  will  he  found  in  the 
anniversary  issue  of  Rare  Coin 
Review  *1  50! 
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with  sharp  design  features  and  lovely  orange 

gold  lustre . 2,800 

1900  NlS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold  with 

splashes  of  orange .  590 

1900  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold.  189 


Gem  1902-S  Half  Eagle 


1902- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  gem 

example  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Virtually  perfect  surfaces.  A  coin  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 2,800 

1903- S  AU-58.  Light  yellow  gold .  195 

Choice  Mint  State  1905  $5 
1905  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Far 

above  average  in  quality . 985 

1905-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

fully  lustrous . 495 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 570 

1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example  with 
satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp  design  el¬ 
ements . 570 

Gem  1907-D  Half  Eagle 


1907- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 2,800 

1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  and 
sharp  design  features.  A  popular  issue  repre¬ 
senting  a  transitional  year  between  the  Lib¬ 
erty  and  Indian  designs . 985 

1908  Liberty.  MS-63  (NGC).  An  outstanding 
example  with  exceptional  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Boldly  struck .  570 

Indian  half  eagles 

Choice  Mint  State  1908  Half  Eagle 
First  Year  of  the  design 

1908  Indian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  with 
lovely  yellow  gold  lustre.  First  year  of  the 
Pratt  design  with  incuse  features .  1,050 

1908- 1)  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny 

hutre .  1,050 

1 908- 1)  MS-63  (NGC).  A  sharp  impression 

with  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,050 

1909- 1 )  AU-55.  Light  yellow  gold .  299 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  attractive  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  example  with  satiny  lustre .  595 


1911  MS-62  (NGC) . 629 

1912-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Subdued  yellow  gold 
surfaces . 369 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  is  a  splendid  ex¬ 

ample  with  delightful  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
sharp  design  elements . 575 

1914  AU-58  (PCGS).  Pleasing  medium  gold 

surfaces . 299 

Mint  State  1914-S  $5 


1914-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  of 
this  key-date  with  pale  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Not  often  encountered  at  any  Mint  State 
level . 2,395 


sio  Gold  Eagles 


As  always,  our  emphasis  has  been  on  quality 
when  buying.  If  this  aspect  is  important  to  you, 
order  with  confidence  from  our  holdings,  as  your 
satisfaction  is  always  guaranteed  at  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Our  listing  includes  many  interesting 
and  rare  pieces  in  the  Liberty  Head  series,  con¬ 
cluded  by  some  high-grade  Indian  eagles. 

Liberty  Head  Gold  Eagles 

1847-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Vivid  greenish  gold 

lustre . 595 

1880  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre . 495 

1 880- -S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

medium  yellow  gold  surfaces .  345 

1881- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  hints  of 

pinkish  toning .  595 

1883  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

lovely  yellow  gold  lustre .  595 

1885  MS-62  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  brilliant  deep  yellow  gold  lustre.  ..  679 
1888  AU-58  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck  example 
with  deep  yellow  gold  lustre  and  satiny  sur¬ 
faces . 525 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
attractive  pinkish  gold  lustre .  595 

1891- CC  MS-60  (SEGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  795 

1892- CC  VF-30.  Pale  yellow  gold  surfaces.  465 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  An  outstanding  Mint 

State  example  with  sharp  design  elements 
and  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,295 

1893- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Sharply  stuck  with 

brilliant  yellow-gold .  595 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 

satiny  yellow  gold  lustre . 619 

1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre .  775 


Extraordinary  1901  Liberty  Eagle 

1®  0  1 .  .it'  .  ■  *  ' 

1901  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  highly 
lustrous  with  outstanding  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces.  This  impressive  gem  is  truly  a  coin  for 
the  connoisseur . 5,495 

1901  MS-62.  Sharply  struck  and  lustrous  with 

light  orange  toning . 275 

1901  -S  AU-50 .  235 

Gem  1901-S  Eagle 

¥  -/’vvA-'m  /  ** 

XjoolX  xbi  ~ 

1901- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  extremely  sharp 

example  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre 
and  very  faint  iridescent  toning.  An  excep¬ 
tional  example  with  considerable  aesthetic 
appeal . 2,800 

1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and 

highly  lustrous  with  bright  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 590 

1903  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  example 

with  reflective  fields  and  lustrous  yellow  gold 
surfaces .  1,225 

1903- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  bright  yellow  gold  lustre . 675 

1903- 0  MS-61  (NGC).  Rich  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 495 

1904  MS-62  (NGC).  Bright  yellow  gold  with  a 

hint  of  toning.  Very  sharply  struck .  525 

1904- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  This  scarce  issue  fea¬ 

tures  soft  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp 
details.  Popular  New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  Not 
very  many  20th-century  gold  coins  exist  with 
a  little  “o”  (and  is  usually  is  little)  mintmark 
on  the  reverse . 875 

1905  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  at¬ 

tractive  greenish  gold  lustre.  Very  sharply 
struck . 945 

1905  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 
yellow  gold  lustre . 945 


TO  ORDER 


CALL:  800-222-5993 
FAX:  603-569-5319 
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I  Jnited  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Choice  Mint  State  1906-S  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonderful 

example  at  this  grade  level  with  sharp  design 
features  and  brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre. 
PCGS  has  only  graded  eight  MS-63  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  scarce  date  with  another  eight 
coins  in  higher  grades.  An  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  opportunity  for  the  specialist .  2,995 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  example  with 
greenish  gold  lustre .  379 

1907  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 
gold .  195 

1907- S  MS-61  (ANACS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  with  minimal  abrasions.  Just  210,500 
were  struck  in  San  Francisco . 695 


Indian  Gold  Eagles 

- i, - 


Mint  State  1907  Wire  Edge  $10 


1907  Periods.  Wire  Edge.  Breen-7096.  MS-61 

(PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  yellow  gold  with  sat¬ 
iny  surfaces.  This  is  a  lovely  example  with 
highly  attractive  surfaces  for  the  grade.  This 
Indian  design  was  prepared  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  with  the  Periods  design  tmly  reflect¬ 
ing  his  vision.  Later  issues  were  modified  by 
Charles  Barber.  As  Walter  Breen  pointed  out 
in  his  Complete  Ericyclopedia,  “Saint-Gaudens’ 
standing-eagle  device  is  splendid  in  its  origi¬ 
nal  form,  reminiscent  of  late  Egyptian  and 
early  Roman  work  at  its  best.” .  14,950 

The  With-Periods  Rarities  of  1907 

In  autumn  1907  the  Mint  produced  two  special 
varieties  of  the  new  Saint-Gaudens  Indian  design. 
These  had  a  round  dot  or  period  added  before  and  after 
the  inscriptions  on  the  reverse.  One  variety  had  a  sharp 
“wire”  or  “knife”  rim  (as  here  offered  for  sale),  and  the 
other  had  a  rounded  or  normal  rim. 

While  these  have  been  popularly  called  patterns,  an 
examination  of  the  situation  leaves  no  room  for  any 
conclusion  other  than  that  these  were  “special”  coins 
produced  not  as  patterns,  hut  for  the  profit  of  Mint 
employees  and  favored  others.  A  pattern  is  a  design 
proposal  made  in  very  small  numbers  to  test  the  motif — 
often  involving  adjustments  made  by  the  engraver,  etc., 
before  coins  are  struck  for  circulation.  In  the  present 
instance,  the  "special"  1907  coins  with  periods  were 
plat  ed  in  the  hands  of  Mint  personnel  who  were  free  to 
keep  them  as  souvenirs  or  sell  them  at  a  profit. 


Struck  as  delicacies  for  the  numismatic  trade, 
these  $10  coins  were  “filtered"  out  of  the  Mint  and  inn 
the  hands  of  receptive  coin  dealers  including  Henry 
Chapman  and  Thomas  L.  Elder,  both  of  whom  had 
quantities  on  hand  for  years  afterward. 

At  the  Mint  at  the  time  a  number  of  delicacies 
were  produced  by  assistant  engraver  George  T.  Morgan 
(who  seems  to  have  been  in  charge  of  distributing  most 
of  the  rare  MCMVII  Ultra  High  Relief  pattern  double 
eagles  and  who  is  known  to  have  made  special  Proof 
strikings  of  silver  dollars  in  1921-2).  The  pieces  were 
“given  to”  officials  and  key  employees  and  even  the 
director  in  Washington  (see  below).  However,  the 
Mint  never  announced  how  the  “ordinary”  numisma¬ 
tist  could  obtain  one.  The  whole  affair  was  shrouded  in 
secrecy. 

On  February  28,  1908,  Henry  Chapman,  who  one 
way  or  another  had  acquired  a  number  of  pieces  for 
private  sale  to  his  clients,  furnished  Baltimore  collec¬ 
tor  Robert  Garrett  with  information  concerning  the 
1907  gold  issues: 

1  wish  to  give  you  some  information.  If  you  will 
act  quickly  upon  it  I  think  we  will  secure  for  you  a 
couple  of  coins  which  are  worth  large  sums.  In  fact, 

I  have  paid  $150  cash  for  one  of  them  myself. 

The  director  of  the  Mint,  Mr.  Frank  A.  Leach, 
at  Washington,  has  in  his  possession,  and  is  distrib¬ 
uting  at  face  value,  to  collectors  or  public  muse¬ 
ums,  to  the  latter  he  writes  me  more  especially 
than  to  the  former,  special  $  1 0  pieces  of  the  Saint- 
Gaudens  design,  1907. 

If  you  will  write  him  and  ask  him  to  send  you  a 
specimen  of  the  $10  gold  piece,  Saint-Gaudens 
design  1907,  from  die  No.  1  without  any  border,  and 
die  No.  2,  with  a  wire  or  thin  edge,  you  might  say  to 
him  that  you  have  been  informed  that  he  has  a  few 
of  these  for  distribution  to  collections  which  are 
exhibited  to  the  public.  I  would  tell  him  that  your 
collection  is  on  exhibition  at  Princeton  College  and 
that  you  would  like  to  have  him  send  you  them. 

Send  him  $20  in  gold  notes  and  1 2tf  in  postage 
stamps,  and  1  think  you  will  succeed.  Do  not 
mention  my  name  or  your  source  of  information. 
Of  the  coin  without  the  border,  500  were  made,  of 
number  2  only  50  were  kept  out  of  several  thou¬ 
sand  that  were  minted.  The  rest  were  melted.  As 
he  has  hut  a  few  of  the  wire  edge,  which  he  refuses 
to  let  me  have  a  specimen  of,  1  would  suggest  that 
you  write  immediately  upon  receipt  of  this.  If  you 
can  bring  to  hear  any  influence  of  your  senator  or 
congressman,  it  might  he  well  to  do  so,  hut  I  think 
that  it  is  possible  you  will  get  them  without  bring¬ 
ing  anyone  else  into  the  matter,  which  might  cause 
delay.  If  you  succeed  in  getting  them,  you  are  going 
to  get  two  coins  worth  $400. . . 

In  his  autobiography,  Recollections  of  a  Newspaper¬ 
man,  1917,  Leach  breezily  stated  that  these  pieces 
“were  given"  to  officials  and  others  (here  excerpted): 

In  producing  the  new  $10  pieces,  or  eagles, 
three  models  of  the  new  design  were  made  by 
Saint-Gaudens.  Five  hundred  trial  pieces  were 
struck  from  the  first  model,  and  34,1 00  pieces  were 
struck  from  the  second  model,  hut  all  of  this 
[second]  lot  were  subsequently  remelted,  except  42 
coins,  which  with  those  of  the  first  lot  |the  500 
"Wire  Rim”  coins]  were  given  to  museums  of  art 
and  officials  and  others  connected  with  the  work.. 

It  would  he  interesting  to  know  how  many 
"museums  of  art”  actually  received  such  coins! 

As  will  he  seen  under  the  appropriate  studies 
below,  the  1907  "Wire  Rim"  and  the  rarer  “Rolled  (or 
Rounded)  Rim”  pieces  soon  came  onto  the  numismatic 
market  and  were  a  staple  in  the  auctions  ot  Thomas  L. 
Elder  and  other  dealers. 

Regarding  the  number  known,  for  the  A  ire  Rim 
the  usual  mintage  figure  given  years  a  go  was  550,  hut  in 
recent  rimes  the  number  500  ha1-  been  used  -probably 
due  to  a  typographical  error  (tor,  so  far  as  is  known,  no 


new  information  became  available).  As  to  rite  number 
of  “Rolled  (or  Rounded)  Rim"  pieces,  Mint  Director 
l  .eac  h's  figure  of  42  is  often  c  ited  as  is  t  he  number  50  The 
true  figure  is  anybody's  guess,  hut  it  must  have  been  small 

I  he  Without-Periods  Circulation  issues 
of  1907-1908 

Following  the  coinage  of  two  varieties  of  “spet  ial" 
pieces,  with  periods  before  and  after  the  legends  on  the 
reverse,  the  periods  were  discontinued.  Then  folk  'wed 
quantity  mintages  for  circulation  of  eagles  dated  1907 
and  1908  without  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

An  article  by  Edgar  H.  Adams  in  the  New  York  Sun 
issue  of  February  20, 1910,  discussed  the  eagle  of  1907 

“There  were  three  varieties  of  the  1 907  $  1 0  piece 
of  the  Saint-Gaudens  design. 

“The  first  was  distinguished  by  a  sharp  or  wire  edge 
and  on  the  reverse  shows  periods  at  either  side  of  the 
motto  E  PLUR1BUS  UNUM.  It  also  had  a  concave 
field.  Altogether  about  550  were  made,  a  specimen  in 
Uncirculated  condition  being  worth  from  $15  upward. 

“An  endeavor  was  made  by  the  die  engravers  to 
make  this  design  suitable  for  commercial  purposes  by 
lowering  the  relief  and  giving  the  coin  a  narrow  border. 
The  design  was  the  same  as  the  first  and  showed  the 
periods  at  either  end  of  the  motto,  but  was  clearly  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  wire  edge  variety  by  the  border, 
which  was  much  wider  and  smooth.  So  sure  were  the 
Mint  authorities  that  a  practicable  design  had  been 
reached  that  20,000  of  these  coins  were  minted,  but  the 
design  was  not  approved,  and  only  about  50  specimens 
are  now  in  existence,  the  remainder  having  been 
consigned  to  the  melting  pot.  This  coin  is  now  held  in 
high  esteem  by  collectors  and  is  quoted  at  a  high  price, 
although  it  has  never  yet  been  offered  at  public  sale." 

The  third  variety,  of  course,  is  the  common  1907 
issue  without  periods. 

Production  was  as  follows  (including  the  special 
with-periods  issues): 

1907  With  Periods,  Wire  Rim:  500  or  550. 

1907  With  Periods,  Rolled  (or  Rounded)  Rim:  42 
or  50. 

1907  No  Periods:  239,406. 

1908  No  Periods:  33,500. 

1908-D  No  Periods:  210,000. 

The  writer  is  not  aware  of  any  records  kept  con¬ 
cerning  how  these  pieces  were  distributed.  However,  it 
is  known  that  the  1907  No  Periods  was  considered 
scarce  until  after  World  War  II  when  large  quantities 
were  located  overseas.  Most  of  the  1908  and  1908-D 
pieces  may  have  been  stored  domestically — including 
as  backing  for  Gold  Notes — and  melted  in  the  1 930s, 
although  at  least  a  few  were  exported.  The  facts  will 
probably  never  be  known. 

Numismatic  Considerations 

The  With-Periods  varieties  of  1907  arc  nearly 
always  encountered  in  Mint  State.  The  Wire  Rim 
pieces  exist  to  the  extent  of  400  or  more — in  other 
w'ords,  the  majority  of  those  originally  minted  and 
subsequently  sold  to  collectors.  The  Rolled  (or 
Rounded)  Rim  coins  are  rarities  and  appear  infre¬ 
quently,  due  to  the  smaller  production  number. 

For  rhe  other  three  varieties — the  No  Peru  els  coins 
made  for  circulation — rhe  1907  is  common,  including 
in  Mint  State,  and  the  other  tw'o  are  quire  scarce. 

A  few  experimental  Proof  coins  are  known  of  1907 
and  1908  No  Periods  coins  and  are  exceedingly  rare. 

1907  No  Motto  Indian  Eagle 

1907  No  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  yellow 

gold  lustre  with  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal. 
Very  close  to  gem  quality .  3,350 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-61  (IX  GS).  Brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  frosty  light  yellow  gold  surfaces. 
A  scarce  issue  from  a  mintage  of  just  3  3,500 
coins . 950 
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You've  come  to  We  ricpt  place  for 


Numismatic  Supplies 


“Bausch  &  Lomb”  Pocket  Magnifying  Glasses 

For  discount  information  on  magnifying  glasses,  see  page  74- 


Stock  No.  BL-9X:  Combination  of  two 
lenses  in  a  durable  plastic  case;  two  lenses 
fold  into  the  case,  which  serves  as  the  handle. 
Yields  4X  to  9X  power.  Wide  field 
of  vision  permits  easy  inspection  of  coins  for 
grading,  enjoyment,  etc.  Our  favorite 
all-purpose  glass . $23.00 


Stock  No.  BL-7X:  Hastings  triple  lens 
system,  highly  corrected  optical  glass,  swings 
into  a  chrome-plated  case/handle. 
7X  power.  Dave  Bowers’  favorite!  Limited 
field  of  vision;  excellent  for  detail  work 
(overdates,  die  varieties,  repunched  letters, 
etc.) . $44-00 


Stock  No.  BL-5X:  Inexpensive  “Packette” 
5X  magnifier  of  molded  optical  plastic. 
Folds  into  a  plastic  case.  A  good  pocket 
glass  with  good  field  of  vision.  Priced 
inexpensively;  if  you  lose  it,  you  can 
easily  buy  another . $9.00 


“Certified  Coin  Estate’1  Display  Album  Cases 

(Net  prices,  no  discounts) 


This  great  “top  of  the  line”  product  consists  of  a  finely  crafted  wooden  case 
which  opens  like  a  book — accented  with  brass  binges  and  an  engravable  brass 
nameplate.  Within  are  three  removable  leatherette  trays.  Each  tray  is  die-cut 
with  nine  openings  suitable  for  displaying  your  choice  of  PCGS,  NGC,  PCI, 
and/or  ANACS  plastic  holders.  Thus,  the  album  will  showcase  in  a  deluxe 
manner  a  total  of  27  coins. 

For  example,  four  of  these  cases,  with  a  total  capacity  of  108  coins,  would 
do  justice  to  the  finest  collection  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  1878-1921,  ever 
formed. 

Here  is  how  to  order: 

CCE-001 :  Ldeluxe  wooden  book-style  album  with  three  trays  (specify  choice  of  trays;  mix  or  match:  green  for  PCGS  only;  blue  for  NGC  and/ 
or  PCI  only;  black  “universal”  holder  for  various  types  of  “slabs”  mixed  in  the  same  tray) . $149.95 

CCE-020:  Display  tray  only,  green  background.  Suitable  for  PCGS  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-021 :  Display  tray  only,  blue  background.  Suitable  for  NGC  and/or  PCI  only.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $22.95 

CCE-022:  Display  tray  only,  black  background.  “Universal”  type  suitable  for  mixing  and  matching  in  the  same  tray  your  choice  of  PCGS, 

NGC,  PCI,  or  old-style  ANACS  “slabs.”  Our  most  versatile  tray.  Holds  nine  certified  coins . $24-95 

CCE-030:  Clear  acrylic  dust  cover  suitable  for  any  of  the  above  trays;  useful  if  the  trays  are  not  stored  in  an  album . $12.95 

Sorry,  discounts  do  not  apply  on  Certified  Coin  Estate  Albums. 


—  . 
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Take  the  B&M  discount  for  items  on  the  page.  (See  page  74  for  more  information.) 

Intercept  Shield”  Coin  Albums,  Holders  and  Protective  Boxes 


G 


The  Intercept  Shield  series  of  coin  albums  features  technology  intended  to  provide 
state-of-the-art  protection  against  coin  “corrosion.”  The  manufacturer  states  that 
“this  revolutionary  technology  is  a  solid  state  material  that  contains  active  additives— 
which  instantly  neutralize  corrosive  agents  and  cleans  the  environment.  A  permanent 
and  irreversible  chemical  reaction  renders  the  gases  harmless  as  they  attempt  to 
migrate  through  the  material.*”  It  is  said  that  these  holders  will  stabilize  the  surface 
of  a  coin — in  that  attractively  toned  coins  remain  that  way,  “bright”  coins  will  not 
become  toned,  and  so  on.  The  reviews  have  been  excellent.  While  we  make  no 
warranty  or  guarantee  concerning  the  claims  of  the  manufacturer,  we  have  heard 
nothing  but  good  things,  and  we  do  know  that  pieces  displayed  in  these  holders  are 
attractively  presented.  Order  by  Stock  Number. 
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Coin  Albums  Available 

3  page  Indian  Head  Cents  1857-1909  •  Stock  HSC1  . $25.50 

8  page  Lincoln  Cents  1909-2007  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISC2 . 39.50 

2  page  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  •  Stock  #ISN3 . 23.50 

5  page  Jefferson  Nickels  1938-2002  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  #ISN4 . 29.50 

2  page  Mercury  Dimes  1916-1945  •  Stock  HSD5 . 23.80 

4  page  Roosevelt  Dimes  1946-2002  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSD6 . 27.50 

8  page  Washington  Quarters  1932-1998  (including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSQ7 . 39.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2003  (Complete  set  including  Proofs)  •  Stock  #ISQ8 . 29.50 

5  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Philadelphia  and  Denver  mints)  •  Stock  #ISQ9 . 29.50 

3  page  Washington  Statehood  Quarters  1999-2008  (Statehood  50  coin  date  set)  •  Stock  #ISQ10 . 25.50 

4  page  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars  1916-1947  •  Stock  #ISHD1 1 . 27.50 

2  page  Franklin  Half  Dollars  1948-1963  •  Stock  #ISHD12 . 2 

6  page  Kennedy  I  lalf-Dollars  1964-2001  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  —  IS1 1 D 1 5 . II  .50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  •  Stock  HSMD14 . 27.50 

4  page  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  •  Stock  #ISMD15 . 27.50 

2  page  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  •  Stock -ISPD16 . 2 

4  page  Eisenhower  Dollars  1971-1978  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSED17 . 27.50 

4  page  American  Eagle  Silver  Dollars  1986-2003  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSAED18 . 27.50 

2  page  Susan  B.  Anthony  (Including  Proof-only  issues)  •  Stock  HSSBA19 . 23.50 

2  page  Sacagawea  Dollars  •  Stock  HSSD20  .  23.50 

Double  Protection  Box  System  •  Stock  HSDPBS . 13.95 

*  Corrosion  Intercept  Technology  is  a  developed  and  patented  product  of  Lucent  Technologies  Bell  Lab  Innovations.  Tested  by  Lucent  Technologies. 


“Littleton  Albums” 


We  are  offering  selected  Littleton  albums  for  popular  United 
States  coins  series.  Designed  with  collectors  in  mind,  every 
Lirtleton  album  has  a  sturdy  three-ring  binder  construction  so 
that  album  pages  can  lie  flat  and  be  easily  removed.  Brass  eyelets 
reinforce  the  pages,  and  thumb  holes  make  slide  removal  conve¬ 
nient.  Crystal  clear  slides  show  both  obverse  and  reverse.  Mintage 
figures  and  other  series  information  included.  It  you  enjoy  col¬ 
lecting  in  the  traditional  way — raw'  coins  rather  than  certified  in 
slabs,  these  traditional  albums  are  just  the  thing.  Holders  of  this 
type  have  been  enjoying  a  revival  recently,  as  it  is  fun  to  collect 
and  to  fill  in  the  openings. 


Available  for  Cents,  Nickels,  Dimes,  Quarters,  1  Ialvfs,  Dollars,  and 
20th-Century  Type  Coins.  Trices  range  from  $16.95-20.95.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  toll-free  at  1 -800-222-5993  and  ask  for  Mary  Tocci. 


u n i ted  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Mint  State  1908-D  Eagle 
No  Motto 

1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lovely 
yellow  gold  lustre  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures . 1,450 

1908-D  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS).  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  with  very  light  pinkish  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 585 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1908  $10 
With  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 


1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This 
lovely  example  has  very  light  yellow  gold 
lustre . 2,650 

1908  With  Motto.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
light  yellow  gold . 575 

1908  With  Motto.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  yellow 

gold . 419 

1909  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  rich 

yellow  gold  surfaces . 635 

1909-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  example 
with  attractive,  lustrous  surfaces .  1,195 

1909-D  MS-61  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 
with  rich  yellow  gold  lustre  and  few  minor 
abrasions.  This  ranks  among  the  scarcer  In¬ 
dian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of  just  121,540 
coins . 795 

1909- D  MS-60  (NGC).  An  outstanding  example, 

highly  lustrous  and  sharply  struck .  725 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 1,095 

1910  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
brilliant  light  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,075 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Outstanding  quality  for 

the  grade  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces . 595 

Attractive  1910-D  Indian  Eagle 

1910- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Delightful  quality 

with  pinkish  gold  lustre  and  exceptional  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal .  1,850 

1910-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  ex¬ 
ample  with  lustrous  light  yellow  gold  sur¬ 
faces .  569 

1 9 1 0-D  MS-6 1  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 495 

1 9 1 0-S  MS-62  ( PCGS).  Attractive  quality  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,195 

1911  MS-63  (PCGS).  Rich  greenish  gold  lustre 

provides  plenty  of  eye  appeal . 980 

1911  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  example 
with  frosty  surfaces  and  a  hint  of  green  lus¬ 
tre  . 980 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pleasing  quality  with 
brilliant  lustre . 500 


191 1  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  yel¬ 
low  gold  lustre . 575 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  an  exceptional 

example  with  outstanding  light  yellow  gold 
lustre . 549 

1912  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  sharply 

struck  with  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces.  An 
ideal  candidate  for  your  type  set .  1,095 

1912  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive  with 
light  yellow  gold  lustre . 575 

1912  MS-62  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  light 
yellow  gold  lustre .  549 

Lovely  191 2-S  Indian  Eagle 


1912-S  MS-63  (NGC).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  scarce  issue  with  rich  yellow 
gold  lustre.  Although  300,000  examples  were 
struck,  very  few  high  quality  survivors  remain 
today.  An  important  opportunity  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist . 3,750 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Deep  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre . 900 

1913  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  lus¬ 
trous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces .  575 

Mint  State  191 3-S  Rarity 


1913-S  MS-60  (NGC).  This  is  one  of  the  rarer 
issues  among  Indian  eagles,  from  a  mintage  of 
just  66,000  coins.  Moderately  abraded  as  one 
would  expect  for  the  grade  assigned,  how¬ 
ever,  still  attractive  with  deep  yellow  gold 
lustre.  For  a  real  challenge,  consider  forming 
a  complete  collection  of  San  Francisco  Mint 
coins  dated  1913 . 3,850 


Lustrous  1914  Indian  Eagle 


1914  MS-64  ( PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  with  rich  and  satiny  yellow  gold 
lustre  and  amazing  aesthetic  appeal.  A 


lower  mintage  example  although  considered 
only  moderately  rarer  from  a  price  stand¬ 
point .  2,650 

1914  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  light  yellow 

gold .  595 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  a  trace  of  light 
green  lustre .  569 

Choice  Mint  State  1914-D  $10 


1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  This  is  an  impressive 
example  with  highly  lustrous  light  yellow 
gold  surfaces.  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  specialist . 3,350 

Mint  State  1914-D  $10 
1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  attractive 
with  faint  pinkish  toning  over  yellow  gold 
lustre .  1,675 

Desirable  1914-S  Eagle 
1914-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  abraded,  how¬ 
ever,  highly  attractive  with  lovely  yellow 

gold  lustre .  1,650 

1914-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Slightly  weakly  struck 
although  with  exceptional  light  yellow  gold 

lustre  and  very  pleasing  surfaces . 465 

1915  MS-63  (NGC).  A  wonderful  example 
with  choice  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  1,295 
1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  con¬ 
siderable  eye  appeal . 595 

Rare  Mint  State  1915-S  Eagle 


191 5- S  MS-62  (NGC).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  rare  issue  with  highly  lustrous 
light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Exceptional  qual¬ 
ity  for  the  grade,  representing  an  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist . 5,650 

Mint  State  1916-S  $10 

1916- S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  is  a  very  attractive 
example  with  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  1,450 

Choice  Mint  State  1926  $10 
1926  MS-64  (NGC ')•  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold 
surfaces.  An  ideal  candidate  tor  your  type 
collection . 985 
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noisseur.  Designated  as  variety  20A,  Spiked 
Shield . 8,250 

Mint  State  1865-S  Double  Eagle 
From  the  Brother  Jonathan  Treasure 

1865-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
with  frosty  yellow  gold  surfaces  and 
splashes  of  rose  toning.  A  lovely  Mint 
State  example  from  the  S  S.  Brother 
Jonathan  treasure,  offered  hy  us  at  auction 
in  1999.  Since  that  time,  examples  from 
this  treasure  have  been  in  high  demand 
with  very  limited  supply.  We  have  just 
this  single  example  available  in  our  in¬ 
ventory . 4,595 

1875- CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  An  attractive  ex¬ 

ample  of  this  issue  with  very  minor  hairlines. 
Light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  traces  of  lus¬ 
tre .  1,095 

1876  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
moderate  abrasions . 695 

1876- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 

with  considerable  lustre,  more  than  is  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  grade.  Light  surface  marks  are 
present.  A  wonderful  choice  for  the  Carson 
City  type  collector,  combining  its  status  as  a 
Centennial  year  issue  with  the  final  issue  of 
the  Type  II  design .  1,250 

1876- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  attractive  yellow 

gold  example .  595 

Pleasing  1877-CC  Double  Eagle 

1877- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold 

with  substantial  lustre  remaining,  especially 
in  the  protected  areas.  In  our  opinion  this 
example  is  closer  to  EF-45  than  to  EF-40. 
This  is  the  first  year  of  issue  for  the  Type  111 
design .  1,495 

1882-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  should  have 
probably  been  graded  AU-50,  although  a 
few  very  light  hairlines  in  the  obverse 
field  suggest  the  EF-45  grade  assigned  by 
PCGS.  This  lovely  double  eagle  has  ex¬ 
ceptional  lustre,  virtually  complete,  and  is 
extremely  sharp.  An  outstanding  candi¬ 
date  for  the  date  specialist,  or  for  the  de¬ 
sign  collector . 1,395 

1882- CC  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  deeper 
peripheral  toning .  1,195 

1883- CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

attractive  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  few  mi¬ 
nor  blemishes.  Considerable  lustre  remains, 
especially  in  the  protected  areas  around  de¬ 
vices .  1,295 

Mint  State  1884-CC  Double  Eagle 

1884- CC  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with 

frosty  pinkish  gold  lustre.  A  few  minor  blem¬ 
ishes  are  present,  including  a  light  obverse 
scratch  keeping  this  from  a  higher  numeric 
grade  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  as  al¬ 
ways . 3,295 

sf.ithmrlrMtobir  2002 


$20  GOLD  DOUBLE 

Eagles 


A  beautiful  selection  of  gold  double  eagles  is 
offered  for  your  collecting  satisfaction. 

The  recent  public  fascination  with  $20  gold 
pieces  continues  unabated.  In  light  of  recent  low 


prices  for  gold  bullion,  these  large  gold  coins 
have  been  “selling  like  hotcakes”  here  at  L.  >wc  t  . 
and  Merena  Galleries,  not  only  our  distribution 
of  1857 -S  and  1856-S  $20  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America  and,  earlier,  treasures  from  the  S.S. 
Brother  Jonathan,  but  just  about  all  other  issues  as 
well.  We  hardly  ever  see  Brother  Jonathan  coins 
anymore,  in  relation  to  the  over  1 ,000  pieces  we 
sold;  however,  there  is  one  in  our  September 
Rarities  Sale  and  below  is  another. 

Scores  of  people  are  assembling  date  runs  or 
sequences  of  these  popular  gold  coins.  Many  of 
our  customers  select  MS-60  to  MS-64  pieces, 
finding  coins  in  that  range  to  be  the  ideal  com¬ 
bination  of  price  paid  vis-a-vis  quality  and  value 
received. 

Liberty  Head  $20 


1926  MS-63  (NGC).  This  is  a  lovely  example 

with  light  yellow  gold  lustre . 635 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  light 

yellow  gold  lustre . 465 

1926  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 429 

Gem  1932  Indian  Eagle 


1932  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  is  an  exceptional 
example  of  the  final  collectible  Indian  eagle. 
Rich  and  satiny  with  outstanding  yellow  gold 
lustre . 2,950 

Choice  Mint  State  1932  Eagle 

1932  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  example 

with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,050 

1932  MS-64  (NGC).  An  attractive  example 

with  lustrous  surfaces .  1,050 

1932  MS-63  (PCG£).  Fully  brilliant . 645 

1932  AU-55.  An  attractive  example . 399 


1855-S  EF-45  (PCGS) .  1,295 

Mint  State  1857-S  Double  Eagle 
S.S.  Central  America  Treasure 


1857-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  with  highly  lustrous,  fully  brilliant  yel¬ 
low  gold  surfaces.  Extremely  sharply  struck. 
This  is  an  important  opportunity  for  the  con- 


Threesome:  Ron  Gillio  (left),  cigar  store  Indian  Pocahontas,  and  Dave  Bowers 
photographed  hy  Chris  Gillio  during  Ron’s  recent  visit  to  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
office.  Ron  is  the  owner  of  the  Long  Beach  Collectibles  Expo,  Pocahontas  was  for¬ 
merly  in  the  Lyon  Collection  and  then  in  the  personal  collection  of  Bill  Harrah,  and 
Dave  needs  no  introduction. 


Rake  coin  Review  *149 


57 


IJn iTED  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Lovely  1889-CC  Double  Eagle 

1889-CC  EE-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 
considerable  lustre.  Rich  and  attractive 
yellow  gold  with  hints  of  lustre.  In  our 
opinion,  this  should  have  received  the 
AU-50  grade . 1,550 

1889- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  light  yel¬ 

low  gold  example  with  very  minor  blem¬ 
ishes .  1,350 

Lustrous  1890-CC  $20  Gold 

1890- CC  AU-50.  Brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre.  A 

lovely  specimen  of  this  popular  Carson  City 
Mint  issue .  1,450 

Lovely  1890-CC  Double  Eagle 

1890-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  sharp  design  fea¬ 
tures,  light  yellow  gold  lustre,  and  slightly 
reflective  obverse  and  reverse  fields.  .  1,450 

1890-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  grade  with  nearly  complete 
yellow  gold  lustre!  The  surfaces  have  very 
light  imperfections,  however,  this  example 
has  exceptional  aesthetic  appeal .  1,250 

Pleasing  1892-CC  Double  Eagle 

1892- CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  This  is  a  delightful 
example  with  considerable  light  yellow  gold 
lustre  and  few  minor  surface  marks.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,695 

1893  MS-61  (PCGS) . 449 

Attractive  1893-CC  Double  Eagle 
Final  Carson  City  Issue 

1893- CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

rich  yellow7  gold  surfaces  and  hints  of  rose 
toning.  Considerable  lustre  remains,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  protected  areas  around  de¬ 
vices .  1,395 

1894  MS-63  (PCGS) . 829 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 
trous  yellow  gold  surfaces . 999 

Jeff  C.  Writes 

FROM  MICHIGAN 

An  item  received  a  few 
months  ago  (we  are  catching  up 
with  our  backlog! ): 

I  received  my  winning  bids 
from  the  Wayne  S.  Rich  collec¬ 
tion  today. 

Outstanding  quality  and  bet¬ 
ter  than  expected!!!  Thank  you 
for  running  a  world  class  auction 
with  great  product  and  great  ser¬ 
vice.  I  can’t  wait  for  the  next 
auction.  Bowers  and  Merena’s 
success  is  my  success! 


Choice  Mint  State  1896-S  $20  Gold 
1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 


faces .  1,395 

1898-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  yellow  gold 

lustre  w'ith  sharp  design  features .  539 

1898-S  MS-60 .  450 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange  gold.  695 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 625 

1900  MS-62  (PCGS) . 495 

1900  MS-61  (PCGS) . 449 

1900  AU-58  (PCGS) . 439 


Gem  Mint  State  1901  $20 


1901  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  attractive 

with  light  iridescent  toning . 3,395 

1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 645 


Choice  1903-S  Double  Eagle 


1904  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  sharply  struck  with 
frosty  yellow  gold  lustre.  An  exceptional  gem 

example  for  the  connoisseur . 2,850 

1904  MS-63  (NGC).  Deep  yellow  gold  with 

very  sharp  design  features . 629 

1904  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  affordable  example 
for  your  type  set.  Housed  in  a  first  generation 

P<  GS  holder . 409 

1904-S  MS-60 .  475 


1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  with  sharp 
designs  and  light  yellow  gold  lustre.  ..  2,795 


Gem  1904  Double  Eagle 


Mint  State  1905  Double  Eagle 
A  Condition  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with 
deep  yellow  gold  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rose 
toning.  This  is  very  sharply  struck.  Just 
58,910  circulation  strikes  were  minted,  the 
second  lowest  production  of  any  Liberty 
double  eagle  from  the  20th  century.  This 
example  is  seldom  encountered  in  higher 
grades . 3,850 


Gem  1906  Double  Eagle 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  wonderful  gem  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  yellow  gold  and  hints  of 
pinkish  toning.  Very  sharply  struck  and 
highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  Just  four 
examples  have  been  certified  by  PCGS  with 
a  single  finer  MS-66  grade  coin.  The  desir¬ 
ability  of  this  gem  is  increased  by  the  fact  that 
Liberty  Head  double  eagles  of  the  early  20th 
century  are  easily  available,  with  just  a  few 
exceptions,  of  which  this  is  the  most  notable. 
Thus,  there  are  many  people  with  the  readily 
available  1901-1907  issues  that  lack  a 
1906 — never  mind  gem  MS-65;  examples  in 
even  MS-60  are  super  desirable! .  1 5,950 

Important  1906-D  $20 
First  Denver  Mint  Issue 
Set  Registry™  Quality 


1906-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  stunning  Mint 
State  example  has  exceptional  surfaces  tor 
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the  grade  and  lovely  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre. 
Highly  attractive  and  truly  a  coin  the  will 
please  even  the  most  discriminating  of  collec¬ 
tors.  A  condition  rarity  with  just  a  single  finer 
MS-65  example  certified  hy  PCGS.  ...  3,650 

Some  Denver  Mint  Notes 

In  May  1905  in  The  Numismatist:  Farran  Zerhe 
reported: 

“In  the  beautiful  city  of  Denver  I  visited  the  new 
mint .  This  structure  which  is  as  tine  architecturally  and 
as  practical  for  its  intended  purpose  as  the  mind  of 
modern  man  could  conceive  will  soon  be  operative. 
Bullion  has  been  in  progress  of  storing  for  some  months 
preparatory  to  the  coining  operations  to  begin  July  1 , 
1905.  The  installation  of  machinery  will  he  completed 
before  that  time,  hut  the  appropriation  for  operating 
will  not  he  available  until  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal 
year.  The  courteous  attendant  could  not  give  me  any 
information  as  to  the  denominations  to  be  coined  or 
the  mintmark  to  he  used.No  provision  has  been  made 
for  a  coin  cabinet.  I  endeavored  to  enthuse  the  officers 
along  this  line  and  they  promised  to  give  it  consider¬ 
ation.  There  are  many  reasons  why  our  branch  mints 
should  each  year  preserve  specimens  of  the  different 
denominations  they  have  coined.  The  mint  will  be  a 
subject  of  particular  interest  for  all  tourists  stopping  at 


IVnver,  and  it  at  the  start  it  preserve-,  and  exhibits  its 
products,  in  a  few  years  they  will  form  the  nue  leus .  it  ,i 
collection,  that  in  time  may  become  a  noteworthy  one 
from  the  specimens  that  will  be  presented  by  collectors, 
etc.  I  found  no  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  pieces  for  sale  in 
Denver  and  hut  few  held  hy  local  collectors." 

In  August  of  the  following  year,  in  the  same  forum, 
Zerhe  told  more  of  his  trip  to  the  Denver  Mint,  said  to 
be  the  most  modem  in  the  world.  A  collection  was  in 
the  process  of  being  formed  there,  and  now  the  off  icers 
stated  the  intentions  to  preserve  examples  from  each 
year  of  coinage.  The  first  products  of  the  Denver  Mint 
were  for  “machine  test”  purposes,  were  about  double 
eagle  size,  and  u'ere  struck  in  1905,  hearing  the  imprint 
“Denver- 1905”  in  two  lines.  The  reverse  was  plain.  “It 
is  stated  that  several  thousand  of  these  pieces  were 
struck.  1  found  them  unobtainable  at  the  Mint  and 
decidedly  scarce  throughout  the  city.  This  piece,  novel 
in  its  class,  I  consider  well  worth  possessing." 

The  Denver  Mint  officially  opened  on  January  1 , 
1906. 

At  10:59  A.M.,  Thursday,  February  1,  1906,  Su¬ 
perintendent  F.M.  Downer  gave  a  signal,  and  as  part  of 
a  public  ceremony  the  first  official  Denver  Minr  coins 
were  struck.  On  hand  was  a  crowd  who  heard  commen¬ 
taries  and  watched  the  machinery  in  motion. 

The  first  1906-Ddouhle  eagle  was  struck  on  April 
4,  1906.  In  the  meantime  in  distant  San  Francisco  at 


th  c  mint  there  all  was  well — no  one  had  a  prcm<  mitu  m 
of  the  earthquake  soon  to  happen. 

1906- S  AU-58  (PCGS,  Bass)  Satiny  yellow 

gold  w  ith  virtually  complete  lustre.  From  the 
Bass  Collection . 529 

Lustrous  1907  Liberty  $20 
Set  Registry™  Quality 
1907  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex 
ample  of  the  final  year  of  issue  for  this  design 
type.  This  exceptional  example  has  highly 
lustrous  greenish  gold  lustre  with  consider¬ 
able  aesthetic  appeal .  1 ,560 

1907  Liberty.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  750 

1907  Liberty.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Although  very 
lightly  abraded,  an  attractive  example  with 

deep  yellow  gold  lustre .  539 

1907  Liberty.  MS-60 .  450 

Choice  1907-S  Double  Eagle 

1907- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  ex¬ 

ample  with  frosty  yellow  gold  lustre  and  sharp 
design  features .  1,675 


..  ABOUT  THOSE  1854'S  DOUBLE  EAGLES 


Two  Weeks  Later 
From  California. 

Loss  of  the  Yankee  Blade 
Fifteen  Lives  Lost 

New  York,  Nov.  9  —  The  steamer 
North  Star,  from  Aspinwall,  arrived  w'ith 
the  California  mails  to  1 6th  October,  and 
nearly  $1,700,000  in  specie. 

The  steamship  Yankee  Blade,  which 
left  San  Francisco,  Sept.  30,  for  Panama, 
was  lost  on  the  following  day.  She  had  on 
board  800  passengers  and  crewc  She  struck 
on  a  reef  of  rocks  off  Point  Arguello,  1  5 
miles  above  Point  Concepcion. 

About  1  5  lives,  and  all  the  specie  on 
board,  about  $150,000,  was  lost.  The  ship 
was  a  total  wreck,  and  in  a  day  or  two  was 
broken  up  by  the  sea,  and  was  washed  to 
pieces.  A  dense  fog  hung  upon  the  coast, 
and  the  captain  supposed  the  ship  to  be 
twenty  miles  from  land  when  she  struck. 

Some  terrible  scenes  of  pillage,  and  it 
is  said,  of  murder  took  place  on  board  the 
vessel  after  she  struck  and  before  the  pas¬ 
sengers  were  rescued  by  the  steamer 
Goliah,  plying  between  San  Francisco 
and  San  Diego.  Tbe  following  are  all  the 
names  of  the  lost  given  in  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  papers: — Four  children  of  Mrs. 
Longstonn,  Mrs.  Brennan  and  child,  Mrs. 
Sumner  and  child,  Mrs.  Smith  and  child, 
w'ite  of  Mr.  Smith,  firm  of  Smith,  Broth¬ 
ers  N.  Co.,  Mrs.  Moore  and  child,  Mr. 
Frank  Mitchell 


Specialists  in  gold  coins  are  quite  familiar 
with  Uncirculated  1 854-S  pieces  made  during 
the  first  year  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  These 
nearly  always  have  finely  etched  or  matte  sur¬ 
faces  from  seawater  action,  and  on  the  reverse 
there  are  many  fine  die  cracks.  Such  pieces  have 
been  graded  from  AU  all  the  way  to  gem  Minr 
State,  hut  all  we’ve  seen  are  really  about  the 
same. 

Although  these  pieces  do  not  come  with 
little  pedigree  tags,  it  is  conventional  wisdom 
that  they  were  retrieved  from  the  wreck  of  the 
S.S.  Yankee  Blade,  lost  at  sea  off  the  coast  of 
Santa  Barbara,  California.  Over  the  years  some 
poking-around  has  been  done  on  the  wreck, 
and  some  narrative  is  given  in  Dave  Bowers’ 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards  hook. 

Recently,,  our  research 
friend  Richard  Winslow  III 
sent  us  this  item  from  the  Ports - 
mouth  (N.H.)  Journal,  Novem¬ 
ber  11,  1854,  with  the  latest 
news: 


The  final  moments  of  the 
Yankee  Blade.  ( Artist’s 
depictitm  hy  Sandy  Martin, 
from  Dave  Bowers’  American 
Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards) 
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Un iTED  States  Gold  Coins  for  Sale 


Gem  1907  Saint-Gaudens  $20 
1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Date.  MS-65 

(PCGS).  An  exceptional  gem  with  deep  or¬ 
ange  gold  lustre  and  satiny  surfaces.  This  “regu¬ 
lar  date”  was  also  struck  in  December  1907 — a 
busy  time  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint!  . 2,595 

Choice  1908  With  Motto  $20 
Scarce  So  Fine! 


1908  With  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  light  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre  and  sharp  design  definition.  Much  rarer 
than  the  without-motto  variety . 3,995 


Mint  State  1909/8  Double  Eagle 

1909/8  MS-61  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  light 
yellow  gold.  The  overdate  features  are  espe¬ 
cially  hold.  An  outstanding  example  of  this 
fairly  scarce  and  interesting  variety. .  1,695 

Gem  1909-S  $20 


1909-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  coin  for  the  connois¬ 
seur.  This  gem  example  displays  satiny  yellow 
gold  lustre  with  pristine  surfaces .  5,750 

Gem  1910-D  Double  Eagle 


1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem  with 
sharp  design  features  and  exceptional  pink¬ 
ish  gold  lustre .  3,250 

191  1  -S  MS-65  (PCC >S).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

a  hint  of  pink  toning .  575 

1914  MS-61  (PCGS) . 669 

191  5-S  MS-64  (P(  X  IS).  Light  yellow  gold  with 

September/October  2002 


frosty  lustre .  739 

191 5-S  MS-63  (NGC) . 595 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces . 839 

1922  MS-63  (PCGS) . 595 

1922-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  yellow  gold  lus¬ 
tre .  1,045 

1923  MS-63  (PCGS) . 579 


Gem  1924  Double  Eagle 
1924  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  radi¬ 
ant  yellow  gold  lustre.  An  impressive  gem 

example . 2,895 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  with  light 

yellow  gold  surfaces .  1,095 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  lustrous 

example . 675 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  lustre 
with  splashes  of  coppery  orange  toning.  675 


1924  MS-63 .  539 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  attractive. 695 

1925  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  example 

for  the  date  or  type  collector.  Frosty  yellow 
gold  with  a  hint  of  pink . 675 

Desirable  1925-S  Double  Eagle 

1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  An  important  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  a  lustrous  yellow  gold  example 
of  this  scarce  issue.  Only  a  few  hundred  ex¬ 
ist  today . 3,850 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  .with 

lovely  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,095 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous . 675 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  with 

brilliant  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,125 

1927  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous. .  675 

1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  attractive  gem  with 

satiny  yellow  gold  lustre .  1,125 


ALL  PATHS  LEAD  TO  NUMISMATICS 


Recently  David  Lamoreaux  sent  us 
a  copy  of  The  Quarto,  published  by  The 
Clements  Library  Associates,  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Michigan,  and  containing  many 
beautifully  reproduced  old  illustrations. 
Believing  that  everything  (or  almost) 
can  be  related  in  some  way  to  numis¬ 
matics,  we  have  taken  the  occasion  to 
reproduce  a  couple  of  the  pictures  here, 
together  with  a  connection  that  we 
have  devised: 

The  first  is  an  exhibit  of  The 
American  Cereal  Company  at  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Worlds  Fair,  1893— in  an  elegant 
pavilion  with  turrets  on  the  corner,  a 
glass  ceiling,  and  on  the  top  a  wind¬ 


mill.  Well  known  to  numismatists  are 
the  1893  World’s  Columbian  Exposi¬ 
tion  commemorative  half  dollars, 
readily  available  today  in  just  about  ev¬ 
ery  grade.  No  doubt  some  of  the  people 
visiting  this  pavilion  and  viewing  the 
exhibits  of  grain,  cereal,  or  whatever 
was  on  hand,  had  some  such  pieces  in 
their  pocket. 

The  second  illustration  is  an  adver¬ 
tisement  for  the  Estey  Organ  Company 
of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  not  obviously 
connected  to  numismatics  unless  you 
are  familiar  with  our  sale  in  1999  of  the 
Walter  Childs  Collection,  which  con¬ 
tained  the  finest  known  specimen  of 
the  famous  1804  silver  dollar.  Childs 
was  an  executive  of  the  Estey  Organ 
Company  and  also  an  inventor,  and 
our  catalogue  of  that  particular  sale 
told  of  his  extensive  accomplishments 
in  this  regard.  No  doubt  Walter 
Childs,  coin  collector  extraordinaire, 
viewed  this  same  print  when  he  lived 
in  Brattleboro  in  the  1880s. 
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by  Q.  David  Bowers 


This  &  That 


NOT  QUALIFIED?:  The  state  of 
Florida  will  not  allow  a  five-year-old 
border  collie  to  run  for  Congress. 
(CNN). 

•  •  • 

MOST  CURIOUS  HEADLINE 

seen  recently:  “Virginia’s  Capital  Expo 
Center  Closes  hut  Stays  Open.”  (Maine 
Antique  Digest) 

•  •  • 

AN  INTERESTING  AP¬ 
PRAISAL:  The  other  day  we  received 
a  call  from  D.W.,  a  prominent  coin 
dealer,  who  had  a  client  with  an  antique 
music  box.  It  had 
been  appraised  at 
$30,000,  and  the  cli¬ 
ent  wanted  to  sell  it. 

D.W.  sent  a  photo, 
and  it  was  obviously  a 
cheap  French-made 
music  box  made  for 
the  novelty  trade 
circa  the  1890s  and,  if 
in  nice  condition  it 
might  he  worth 
$1,500  retail.  D.W.  transmitted  the  in¬ 
formation  to  his  client,  who  became  an¬ 
gry  with  D.W.!  I  was  again  contacted, 
and  1  made  the  suggestion  that  if  the 
appraiser  would  pay  10%  of  his  appraisal 
to  acquire  the  item,  his  customer  should 
sell  it  to  the  appraiser.  “I  don’t  buy  mu¬ 
sic  boxes,”  the  appraiser  informed  the 
owner  of  the  “valuable”  item. 

•  •  • 

FIRST  USE?:  In  the  July  29,  2002 
issue  of  Coin  World  the  word  faux  is  used 
instead  of  fake  or  counterfeit  in  a  numis¬ 
matic  headline:  “Mexican  journal  re¬ 
views  faux  1924  Mexico  8-real  coin.” 
Actually,  faux,  pronounced  “fo,”  is 
French  and  sounds  nicer  than  “fake.” 


We  have  faux  fur,  faux  marble  columns, 
and  faux  diamonds — and,  so  it  seems, 
now  we  have  faux  coins.  Fi  fie  faux  fum! 

•  •  • 

CONEY  ISLAND  has  a  numis¬ 
matic  connection,  sort  of,  in  that  its 
19th  century  developer,  Austin  Corbin, 
of  Newport,  NH,  was  also  peripherally 
involved  in  banking.  This  gives  us  an 
excuse  to  mention  that  at  a  recent  con¬ 
test  held  at  Nathan’s  food  stand  at  Co¬ 
ney  Island,  the  winner  ate  “an  astonish¬ 
ing  50-1/2  slimy  hot  dogs  in  just  12 
minutes.”  ( The  Economist) 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Catherine 
Bullowa- Moore.  A  feature  article  about 
Cathy  and  her  50th  anniversary  in  the 
coin  business,  “The  Coin  Hunter,”  by 
Marcy  Gibbel,  appeared  in  the  August 
2002  issue  of  COIN age.  We  have 
known  Cathy  for  a  long  time,  and  she  is 
among  the  finest  people  our  profession 
has  ever  known.  Here’s  wishing  her 
many  years  of  continued  success. 

•  •  • 

THOUGHTS  TO  PONDER: 

“The  man  who  does  not  read  good 
books  has  no  advantage  over  the  man 
who  cannot  read  them.”  Mark  Twain 
•  “We  tire  of  those  pleasures  we  take, 


hut  never  of  those  we  give.”  -  J.  Petit- 
Senn  •  “The  less  men  think,  the  more 
they  talk.”  -  Montesquieu  •  “He  who  is 
the  most  slow  in  making  a  promise  is 
the  most  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
it.”  -  Rousseau  (Collected  by  the  Free¬ 
man  Institute) 

•  •  • 

MORE  THOUGHTS:  “The  reason 
why  the  Ten  Commandments  are  short 
and  clear  is  that  they  were  handed 
down  direct,  not  through  several  com¬ 
mittees.”  -  Dan  Bennett  •  “Lord,  grant 
that  I  may  always  desire  more  than  I  ac¬ 
complish.”  -  Michelangelo 
•  “The  most  difficult  thing 
in  the  world  is  to  know  how 
to  do  a  thing  and  to  watch 
somebody  else  doing  it 
wrong,  without  comment.” 
-  T.H.  White  •  “We  can¬ 
not  direct  the  wind  but  we 
can  adjust  the  sails." 
Vince  Lombardi  (Collected 
by  the  Freeman  Institute) 

•  •  • 

MORE  THAN  500  NOW:  “In 

1847  there  was  not  a  solitary  machine 
of  the  sewing  machine  kind  in  active 
operation,  in  our  whole  country,  if  in 
the  world.  There  are  now,  we  believe, 
about  500.  We  expect  them  to  create  a 
social  revolution,  for  a  good  housewife 
will  sew  a  fine  shirt,  by  one  of  these 
little  machines,  in  a  single  hour.  The 
time  thus  saved  to  wives,  tailors,  and 
seamstresses  is  of  incalculable  impor¬ 
tance.  Young  ladies  will  have  more  time 
to  devote  to  ornamental  work  (it  would 
be  better  for  them  all  if  they  did  more  of 
it).  We  suppose  that,  in  a  few  years,  we 
shall  all  be  wearing  shirts,  coats,  trou¬ 
sers,  hoots,  and  shoes—  the  whole 
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This  and  That 


hQ-  David  Bowers 


habiliments  ot  the  genus  Homo — 
stitched  and  completed  by  the  Sewing 
Machine.”  (Scientific  American,  July 
1852) 


ety  of  centipede  recently  found  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  New  York  City. 


•  • 


•  •  • 


SPEAKING  OF  SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN,  recently  in  New  York 
City  we  were  treated  to  lunch  by 
Mariette  DiChristina,  editor  of  this 
magazine.  Mariette  informed  us  that 
Scientific  American  is  the  longest  con¬ 
tinuously-published  magazine  in  the 
United  States.  Before  she  made  this 
move,  she  was  editor  ot  Popular  Science, 
which,  she  said,  was  “only”  the  fifth  old¬ 
est  magazine!  Perhaps  we  should  invite 
Mariette  to  edit  our  Rare  Coin  Re' 
view!  Years  ago,  when  Mariette  was 
just  beginning  her  career  and  worked 
for  a  newspaper  in  New  Rochelle, 
she  was  a  field  researcher  for  us,  and 
we’ve  kept  in  touch  ever  since.  She 
is  brilliant,  and  Scientific  American  is 
lucky  to  have  her. 


GOOD  ADVICE:  “If  it’s  worth 
owning,  it’s  worth  taking  care  of.” 
(Jerald  G.  Good,  owner  of  10  Holiday 
Inns  in  Indiana  and  Michigan) 

•  •  • 

SOME  THINGS  ARE  JUST 
“NICE”:  And  such  an  item  was  a  lus¬ 
trous  Mint  State  1858  $10  eagle,  the  fin¬ 
est  circulation  strike  known  by  far,  and 
an  item  that  was  in  one  of  our  past 
sales.  Kevin  Lipton  had  just  bought  it 
and  was  showing  it  to  me  and  another 
dealer,  the  latter  from  the  Midwest.  I 


•  • 


NEW  UNDER  THE  SUN: 

Anyone  who  thinks  that  anything 
worth  discovering  has  already  been 
found  need  but  read  the  latest  issue 
of  The  Colonial  Newsletter,  in  which 
Michael  Hodder  describes  a  new  va¬ 
riety  of  1652-dated  silver  Willow 
Tree  shilling,  overstruck  on  a  New 
England  shilling,  this  being  a  double 
discovery;  and  Syd  Martin  and  Mike 
Ringo  present  a  hither  to  unpublished 
muling  of  a  GEORGIVS  TRIUMPHO 
copper  obverse  die  with  a  Danish  West 
Indies  XXI 1 1 1  skilling.  Just  as  we  hear 
tell  that  it  was  suggested  in  the  late 
1830s  that  the  U.S.  Patent  Office  be 
closed  because  everything  worthwhile 
had  been  invented,  it  is  inspiring  that 
Messrs.  Hodder,  Martin,  and  Ringo 
have  found  and  published  these  highly 
important  issues,  proving  once  again 
that  there  are  many  treasures  out 
there. 

•  •  • 

IS  THIS  POSSIBLE?:  C  an  a  centi¬ 
pede  have  just  82  legs?  Apparently,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  article  in  The  New 
York  Times,  which  discussed  a  new  vari¬ 


admired  it  to  great  length,  congratu¬ 
lated  Kevin  on  being  its  owner,  and 
then  left  the  scene  as  something  else 
came  up.  Within  hours  the  other  dealer 
told  me  that  although  he  didn’t  collect 
$10  gold  coins  at  all,  the  discussion  was 
so  exciting  that  now  he  owned  it — for 
his  personal  collection! 


•  •  • 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Julian 
M.  Leidman  who  has  just  received  from 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  its 
“Lifetime  Achievement  Award.”  We 
have  known  Julian  almost  since  day  one 
of  his  numismatic  career,  and  are  de¬ 
lighted  that  he  has  been  recognized  for 
his  long-term  contributions.  Gary 
Adkins  received  the  “Kosoff  Founder’s 


Award,”  another  high  honor  of  the  So¬ 
ciety.  The  Sol  Kaplan  Award,  for  aiding 
in  the  recovery  of  stolen  numismatic 
material,  was  deservedly  given  to  Mar¬ 
tin  Weiss.  Among  five  new  members 
welcomed  to  the  PNG  was  our  own 
Christine  Karstedt. 

•  •  • 

THE  LATEST  COIN  NEWS  in 

1856,  although  there  were  no  coin 
magazines  around  then  to  print  it.  The 
following  is  from  the  Portsmouth  Journal 
of  Literature  &  Politics,  August  2,  1856, 
and  was  sent  to  us  by  Richard  Winslow 
III:  “The  remains  of  a  magnificent  pal¬ 
ace  have  been  discovered  under  a  gar¬ 
den  in  the  Isle  of  Capri.  It  must  not 
only  have  been  splendid  in  struc¬ 
ture,  but  in  situations,  commanding 
a  view  of  the  bay  of  Palermo  and 
Naples.  Marble  of  various  colors  was 
used  in  the  construction,  and  all  its 
apartments,  so  far  as  the  excavations 
have  proceeded  are  of  the  most  spa¬ 
cious  and  elegant  character.  The 
doorway  is  12  feet  wide,  and  of 
white  marble,  and  the  rooms  are 
paved  in  mosaic,  while  the  walls  are 
painted  red,  blue,  yellow,  &c.  Sev¬ 
eral  coins  of  the  reign  of  Augustus 
and  Tiberius  have  been  found,  some 
of  them  disclosing  the  curious  fact 
that  the  coins  of  one  reign  were  at 
times  recoined  in  another.” 

•  •  • 

MORE  FROM  1856,  something 
that  just  about  every  reader  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  can  relate  to,  this  from  the 
Portsmouth  Journal,  Saturday,  December 
27,  1856:  “The  New  Cent. — We  yester¬ 
day  saw  a  specimen  of  the  new  cent.  It 
is  a  truly  neat  and  beautiful  coin.  The 
material  is  nickel  and  copper,  and  the 
size  a  little  larger  than  a  ten-cent  piece, 
though  considerably  thicker.  One  side  is 
embellished  with  the  figure  of  an  eagle 
in  full  flight,  and  the  other  with  a 
wreath  composed  of  the  material  staples 
of  the  county,  encircling  the  words, 
“One  Cent.” — The  weight  is  light,  and 
the  appearance  generally  is  quite  attrac¬ 
tive. — Exchange  from  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer.” 
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Commemorative 

U.S.  Coins 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

We  enjoy  commemoratives,  and  consider 
them  to  he  among  the  most  fascinating  of  all 
American  series,  particularly  the  coins  of  the 
“classic”  era  1892-1954.  The  fact  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  slow  and  quiet  in  recent  times  seems 
to  us  to  signal  an  opportunity,  and  we’ve  been 
writing  checks  whenever  an  opportunity  arises. 

The  Guide  Bonk  of  United  States  Coins 
unhesitatingly  states  that  among  American  coins, 
few  it  any  issues  can  match  commemoratives  for 
their  historical  significance.  Beyond  this  aspect, 
the  series  is  laden  with  low  mintages.  Some  issues 
in  beautiful  Mint  State,  with  mintages  of  less  than 
10,000  pieces,  can  he  purchased  for  under  $100 
per  coin,  sometimes  well  under — certain  pieces 
from  the  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Carver- 
Washington  series  are  prime  examples. 

If  commemoratives  are  your  forte,  you  have 
come  to  the  right  place  and,  in  our  opinion  at  the 
right  time.  If  you  don’t  have  anything  special  in 
mind,  we  suggest  starting  a  basic  type  set  which 
consists  of  48  different  designs  of  half  dollars  plus 
the  1893  Isabella  quarter  and  1900  Lafayette 
dollar,  for  a  grand  total  of  50  coins.  Our  inven¬ 
tory  offers  the  majority  of  the  issues  for  your 
selection,  the  half  dollars  in  alphabetical  order 
(more  or  less),  following  numismatic  tradition. 

And,  our  “Eagle”  albums  are  the  ideal  way  to 
store  and  display  your  commemoratives  at  the 
same  time! 

Commemorative  coinage  references: 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  By  Q.  David  Bowers.  A  one- 
of-a-kind  resource.  Multiple  pages  on  every  classic 
commemorative  coin  and  previously  unpublished  in¬ 
formation  about  rarity,  market  analysis,  etc.!  768  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-308.  List 
$39.95  before  your  discount.  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BBM-308a.  List  $49.95  before  your  discount. 

Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver  &  Qold  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins  1 892- J 989.  By  Anthony  Swiatek  and 
Walter  Breen.  An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded  classic.  386  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound.  Stock  No.  BSW-742.  List  $29.95,  before 
your  discount. 


A  Basic  Quide  to  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins.  By  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers.  A 
fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound.  Stock  No.  BBM-309.  List 
$14-95,  before  your  discount. 

Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in  Certified 
Commemoratives.  By  Harry  Laibstain.  A  guide  to  mar¬ 
ket  availability  of  various  issues  in  various  grades. 
Hardbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-851A.  List  $50,  before 
your  discount. 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  a  trace  of  toning  and  slightly  re¬ 
flective  surfaces . 809 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  faint  wisps  of  light  gold 

toning . 809 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant 
and  sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre  and  con¬ 
siderable  aesthetic  appeal . 765 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  719 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (PCGS).  ..  569 
1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (NGC).  ...  499 

Choice  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 
Lustrous  Mint  State 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  highly  lustrous  with  a  wisp  of 
light  gold  toning.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample!  . 1 ,550 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-60  (ANACS).  A 
pleasing  example  with  brilliant  lustre  and 

pale  gold  toning . 679 

1900  Lafayette  dollar.  AU-5  5  (NGC).  Lus¬ 
trous  light  gray  with  iridescent  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 495 


Gem  1921  Alabama  Half  Dollar 
“Plain”  Variety 


1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS'  A  beau¬ 
tiful  example  with  fully  brilliant  silver  lustre. 


This  is  an  elusive  issue  in  gem  quality. 2, 795 
1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  light  gold  toning.  One  of  the  key- 
issues  in  the  series.  Cheaper  today  than  it  was 
during  the  market  high  of  1989!  Might  this 
situation  translate  to  your  advantage  if  you 

need  one  for  your  collection? . 850 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharply 
struck  with  pleasing  gold  toning  over  satiny 

lustre .  509 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-62  (NGC).  Excep¬ 
tional  quality  for  the  grade  with  natural  light 

gray  lustre  and  iridescent  toning .  359 

1921  Alabama.  Plain.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gold 
and  gray  toning  over  pleasing  free  sur¬ 
faces . 239 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  most 
impressive  example  with  brilliant,  satiny  lus¬ 
tre  and  very  faint  champagne  toning.  5,650 
1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (13  GS).  A  won 
derful  example  with  bright  silver  lustre.  Very 
sharply  struck.  An  important  opportunity  for 

the  commemorative  aficionado .  1 ,050 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant  example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and 

very  faint  champagne  toning .  1 ,050 

1921  Alabama  2X2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  minor  abrasions,  consistent  with 

the  grade .  1 ,050 

1936  Albany.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  exceptional  eye  appeal.  ..  359 
1936  Albany.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
and  sharply  struck .  259 

1936  Albany.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample  with  soft,  frosty  white  lustre .  245 

1937  Antietam.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 

tional  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
champagne  toning.  Extremely  sharply 
struck . 875 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  lustre . 95 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  and 
lustrous  with  light  iridescent  toning .  259 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  155 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  155 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  1,050 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 

gem  with  brilliant  obverse  and  very  lightly 
toned  reverse .  299 
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1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  satiny  lustre .  175 

1936- S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 125 

1935-D  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  An  exceptional  example  for  the 
grade  with  smooth,  satiny  white  lustre.  Only 
2,000  were  released.  Isn’t  the  price  amazingly 
low’  We  think  so! .  529 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  1934.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  A 
lovely  gem  example  of  this  scarce  variety. 
Only  2,000  were  distributed!  Again,  we  ask 
you:  Isn’t  it  amazing  that  such  a  rare  coin, 
and  in  gem  condition,  can  be  bought  from  us 
so  inexpensively?  In  this  case  a  gorgeous  MS- 
65  tor . 875 

1937  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

highly  lustrous  with  taint  champagne  ton¬ 
ing .  1 1 9 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  299 

1938  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  example  with  satiny  white  lustre . 419 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  149 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-62  (PCGS) .  125 

1925-S  California.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre .  175 

1925-S  California.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Satiny 
white  lustre .  129 

1952-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Brilliant .  159 


1953-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant .  119 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  39 

1936  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  265 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre . 709 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny 

gem  with  attractive  toning .  709 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  frosty  white  lustre.  Slightly  reflec¬ 
tive  obverse  fields . 365 

1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 279 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Faint 
champagne  toning  subdues  soft  frosty  white 

lustre . 345 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 79 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive 

quality  with  satiny  lustre .  225 

1936  Columbia.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

attractive . 205 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  satin  lustre  and  ivory  toning.  345 

1936-S  Columbia.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 255 

1892  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 815 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  brilliant  central  obverse  and  peripheral 
gold  toning.  The  reverse  has  central  ivory 
with  peripheral  blue .  225 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty . 85 


1893  Columbian.  MS-63  (NGC).  Deep  golden 

toning . 85 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

lustre . 595 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  brown  toning  subdues  the  satiny 
lustre.  The  reverse  is  lighter  with  ivory  lus¬ 
tre . 345 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  lovely  silver  lustre .  235 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-63  (PCGS) . v.  235 

1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 

standing  gem  example  with  satiny  white 
lustre . 685 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very  light  gold 
“tab”  toning  on  the  obverse  with  brilliant 

reverse . 395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  outstanding  aesthetic  appeal .  395 

1936  Delaware.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant . 245 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 
example  with  attractive  satin  lustre  and  a 
trace  of  very  light  champagne  toning. ..  499 
1936  Elgin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example 
with  satin  lustre  and  subliminal  toning.  219 
1936  Elgin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  and 

lustrous  with  very  faint  gold  toning .  199 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  satiny 
gem  has  sharp  design  elements  and  full  lustre. 
An  exceptional  example . 699 


Now  Available! 


More  Adventures  will)  R are  Coins 

Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

We  invite  you  to  be  among  the  first  to  get  a  copy  of  this  great  new  book.  Perhaps 
you  remember  Dave’s  first  “adventures”  volume,  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins, 
published  in  1979.  The  demand  was  so  intense  that  the  first  printing  of  5,000  copies 
sold  out  right  away,  and  by  1980  over  15,000  copies  had  been  sold. 

Dave’s  latest  book  is  more  than  a  sequel — it  is  nearly  twice  as  large,  contains  much 
more  information,  and,  like  its  predecessor,  is  guaranteed  to  provide  you  with  many 
hours  of  enjoyable,  informative  reading.  You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head  nickels, 
about  gold  coins,  about  colonials,  about  exploits  and  adventures,  about  treasures,  about 
interesting  personalities  past  and  present,  about  State  Reverse  quarters,  about  tokens, 
about  unsolved  mysteries,  and  much,  much  more — a  panorama  of  topics! 


460  pages 


Profusely  Illustrated  •  Hardbound  •  Stock  No.  BBM-125A  •  List  price:  $89.00  (plus  $5  shipping). 

Call  Mary  Tocci  in  our  Publications  Department,  1-800-222-5993 

e-mail:  books@bowersancimerena.com 
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1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  gold  and  iridescent  toning  over 

frosty  lustre . 425 

19  36  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  silvery  white  lustre . 425 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous 

with  brilliant  silver  surfaces .  379 

1922  Grant.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Outstanding  qual¬ 
ity  with  bright  silver  lustre  and  very  light 

splashes  of  gold  toning .  165 

1922  Grant  Star.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  with 
satiny  surfaces  and  splashes  of  steel  blue  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse .  1,295 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Key  “Type”  of  the  Series 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  stunning 

*  t 

gem  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  com¬ 
memorative  issue.  Nearly  fully  brilliant  with 
satiny  lustre  and  a  splash  of  light  gold  toning 
on  the  reverse.  The  most  elusive,  most  de¬ 
sired  of  the  48  different  “classic”  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar  designs .  5,850 

Choice  1928  Hawaiian  Half  Dollar 
Beautiful  and  Rare! 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue. 
Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces.  Hawai¬ 
ian  half  dollars,  in  all  grades,  have  recently 

enjoyed  increasing  demand . 3,050 

1935  Hudson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  fully  bril¬ 
liant  silver  example  with  considerable  eye 

appeal . 575 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  with  considerable  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal.  We  are  sure  you  will  be  delighted.  509 
1924  Huguenot  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 

lustre .  145 

1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (NGC).  An  exceptional  gem 
with  peripheral  splashes  gold  and  iridescent 
toning.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  other¬ 
wise  brilliant  with  pristine  surfaces.  ..  2,450 
1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attrac- 
tive .  149 


1946  Iowa.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 79 

1925  Lexington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  i>  m 
attractive  gem  with  satiny  white  lustre.  Ver\ 

sharply  struck  and  sure  to  please . 699 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

exceptional  satiny  surfaces .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example,  sharply  struck  and  with  brilliant 

lustre .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 
example  with  attractive  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  199 

1925  Lexington.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1 15 

1925  Lexington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre . 99 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-65  (PCGS).  This  splendid 
gem  has  brilliant  lustre  with  very  light  golden 

brown  toning .  509 

1918  Lincoln.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning .  199 


1918  Lincoln.  MS-63  (PCGS) .  1 19 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-64  (PCGS) .  129 

1936  Long  Kl.md.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 85 
1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (PCGS).  bulb  bril 

hant . 595 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  189 
1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCX  IS).  A  brilliant  gem 

with  satiny  white  lustre .  1,275 

1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  is  a  spcc- 
tacular  gem  with  natural  light  gold  toning 

over  satiny  lustre .  1,275 

1920  Maine.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant 
example  with  frosty  lustre  and  lots  of  eye 
appeal.  Faint  champagne  toning .  525 

1920  Maine  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 295 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  350 

1921  Missouri.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  pleasing 

example  with  brilliant  silver  lustre . 865 

1921  Missouri  2 ★4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny 
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A  Note  from  Glen  p. 


Hello  Mr.  Bowers, 

1  must  advise  you  I  have  especially 
enjoyed  your  Rare  Coin  Review,  No. 
146,  March/April,  2002.  It  was  very 
personal  for  me  and  my  family. 

I,  like  you,  have  an  intense  inter¬ 
est  in  history,  including  that  of  New 
Hampshire.  Some  of  my  ancestors  in¬ 
clude  Hannah  Dustin;  the  Adamses 
of  the  Pres.  John  Adams,  Samuel 
Adams  and  Pres.  John  Quincy  Adams 
family;  and  Sir  Francis  Cooke,  May¬ 
flower  Convention  signatory. 

I  very  much  enjoyed  your  piece  on 
page  63  about  the  $2  denomination  pa¬ 
per  note  from  the  Winnipissiogee  Bank, 
Meredith,  New  Hampshire  (we  have 
owned  ,  and  still  do,  waterfront  property- 
in  the  area  for  many  years)  and  also  the 
hit  about  your  desiring  an  example  of  the 
currency  issued  hy  the  Carroll  County 
National  Bank  of  Sandwich  (we  fre¬ 
quently  snowmobile  as  a  family  in  Sand¬ 
wich  Notch  in  that  town). 

I  would  he  most  proud  to  own  the 
“ratty”  $2  note  you  paid  a  mere  $90 
for — most  proud  indeed!  If  you  know 
of  any  New  Hampshire  early  coppers, 
other  coins,  comments  or  tokens  of 
NH  genesis  or  interest  or  paper  notes, 
1  would  he  most  interested  in  learning 
about  their  existence  and  history,  and 
perhaps  someday  having  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  purchase  some  examples  that  1 
might  he  able  to  afford. 


1  have  no  real  personal  knowledge 
in  this  area  of  numismatics,  only  an 
intense  desire  to  learn  and  enjoy  same. 
I  also  very  much  enjoyed  your  piece  on 
page  68  about  the  J.M.  Hubbard  coin 
catalog  of  Lake  Village,  N.H.  This  is 
another  example  of  the  type  of  New 
Hampshire  history  that  I  would  abso¬ 
lutely  love  to  own,  hold  in  my  own 
hands  and  to  enjoy,  to  share  with  my 
family  and  he  able  to  pass  on  to  my 
now  young  sons  for  future  generations 
to  behold  and  enjoy. 

Any  information  you  could  provide 
about  the  existence,  history  or  avail¬ 
ability  of  physical  examples  of  this 
type  of  material  would  he  of  great  in¬ 
terest  to  me. 

I  have  two  books  1  should  like  to 
recommend  to  you,  John  Adams,  a 
biography  hy  David  McCullough, 
most  excellent,  and  Those  Who  Love, 
by  Irving  Stone,  a  biographical  novel 
of  Ahigail  and  John  Adams.  If  you 
are  unaware,  Ahigail  Adams  was 
quite  a  woman  and  we  might  not 
have  the  fine  country  and  freedoms 
we  today  enjoy  were  it  not  for  her 
unfailing  support  of  her  husband  and 
second  president,  John.  The  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  history  in  both 
books  is  simply  outstanding  and  1 
know  you  would  enjoy  them  both 
immensely. 
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lu>tre  with  pale  golden  brown  toning. ..  995 

1925  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 485 

192 3-S  Monroe.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  outstand¬ 
ing  example  tor  the  grade  (it  there  is  such  a 
thing  among  Monroe  half  dollars).  This  is  as 
sharp  as  we  have  seen  with  choice  surfaces 
and  frosty  white  lustre . 485 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 645 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 

with  satiny  lustre . 325 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Slight  golden 
toning  on  the  obverse  rims.  Exceptional  lus¬ 
tre  and  immaculate  surfaces .  595 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS)  Brilliant..  515 
1936  Norfolk.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful 
example  with  satiny  lustre.  This  issue  has  a 
very  intricate  design,  and  is  usually  found  in 

higher  grades . 495 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  white  lustre . 450 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant 

example  with  satiny  lustre  and  sharp  design 
elements .  165 

1926  Oregon  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .115 
1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  295 
1928  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  199 

1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant  with  hints  of  iridescent  toning . 325 

1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  out¬ 
standing  example  with  satiny  lustre  and  wisps 

of  very  pale  gold  toning .  2 1 5 

1936  Oregon  Trail.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  135 

1936- S  Oregon  Trail.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A 

lovely  gem  with  gray  and  iridescent  toning 
over  satiny  lustre .  1,350 

1937- D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly 

lustrous  with  outstanding  eye  appeal.  Mostly 
brilliant  with  lovely  pale  gold  and  iridescent 
toning . 275 

1937-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  lustrous.  Housed  in  a  first  generation 

PCGS  holder .  199 

1939-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 519 

191 5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Lightly  toned.  Very  attractive  and  a  highly 

important  issue .  1,350 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 
choice  example  with  moderate  iridescent 

toning . 725 

191  5-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (NGC).  Satiny 
ivory  lustre  with  hints  of  peripheral  irides¬ 
cence . 625 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 
gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  hints  of 

peripheral  gold  toning .  1,645 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 
with  satiny  lustre  and  pristine  surfaces.  1  59 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 95 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Just  a  wisp  of 

light  golden  toning.  Excellent  lustre  and  few 

mad  . 775 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (NGC).  A  delightful  ex¬ 


ample  with  frosty  silver  lustre .  175 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  won¬ 
derful  gem  with  fully  brilliant  lustre  and  wisps 
of  light  gold  toning .  525 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 239 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully 

brilliant.  This  is  a  lovely  gem  example  for  the 

connoisseur . 275 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely 
gemwith  brilliant  lustre  and  faint  toning.325 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

gem  with  frosty  white  lustre .  259 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  ex¬ 
ample  with  fully  brilliant,  satiny  lustre.  249 
1937  Roanoke.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 
satiny  white  lustre . 249 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  239 

1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  highly  at¬ 
tractive  gem  with  brilliant  silver  lustre  and 
faint  champagne  toning .  1,025 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem 

with  faint  gold  toning .  350 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  satiny  ivory  lustre  and  peripheral 

iridescent  toning . 350 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

faint  golden  brown  toning .  119 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 209 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 85 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

frosty  white  lustre .  125 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Sharply  struck  with  satiny  lustre.  An  attrac¬ 
tive  example  from  an  issue  that  is  generally 

found  with  less  eye  appeal . 655 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (NGC).  This 
lovely  example  is  quite  sharply  struck  and  has 

brilliant  prooflike  silver  lustre . 655 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully 

brilliant  with  satiny  white  lustre .  189 

1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 
A  lovely  gem  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues 
needed  to  complete  a  set  of  commemorative 
types  of  the  “classic”  era  1892-1954-  .  1,225 
1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant, 
choice,  and  thoroughly  appealing.  Always  in 

great  demand .  1,085 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  .  575 
1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully 
brilliant  and  sharply  struck  with  frosty  white 

lustre . 239 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply 

struck  with  soft  frosty  white  lustre . 99 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant 
with  very  light  champagne  toning .  75 

1935  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  115 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. .  189 

1936  Texas.  MS-67  (PCGS) . 639 

1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  desirable  gem 

example  with  satiny  white  lustre  and  faint 
amber  toning .  245 

1938  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  satiny  gem 
with  faint  toning  over  brilliant  lustre. ..  525 


1938-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Exceptional 

quality  with  satiny  brilliance .  595 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS) .  365 

1938-D  Texas.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  delightful 

example  with  fully  brilliant  lustre . 295 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant 

with  exceptional  eye  appeal . 479 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  is  an 
extremely  attractive  example  with  delight¬ 
ful  iridescent  toning  over  satiny  white  lus¬ 
tre . 479 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem 

with  frosty  silver  lustre . 945 

1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  excep¬ 
tional  gem  example  with  satiny  lustre  be¬ 
neath  gold  and  iridescent  toning . 945 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  lustre .  189 

1927  Vermont.  AU-55.  A  pleasing  example  with 
natural  silvery  gray  surface  and  considerable 
lustre .  169 

1946  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 45 

1946-D  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .  29 
1946-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Splashes  of 

golden  toning.  Exceptionally  high-grade.  179 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 35 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  outstanding 

example  with  brilliant  white  lustre . 495 

1948- S  B.T.W.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..  79 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light  iridescent 

obverse  with  fully  brilliant  reverse .  235 

1949-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  235 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  19 

195 1  -S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  amber  toning .  235 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  wonder¬ 
ful  gem  example  has  fully  brilliant  lustre  sub¬ 
dued  by  natural  ivory  toning . 3 1 5 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Outstanding 
gem  quality  with  brilliant  silver  lustre. .  259 
1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lovely  ex¬ 
ample  with  brilliant  silver  lustre .  195 

1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  spectacular  gem 
example  with  brilliant  lustre  and  splashes  of 

golden  brown  toning .  269 

1936  York.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  lovely  gem  qual¬ 
ity  example  with  frosty  white  lustre . 269 

1936  York.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light 

golden  brown  toning .  2 1 5 

1936  York.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant .  175 

GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVES 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  $1 .  Jefferson.  MS- 
60  (ANACS).  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with 
hints  of  orange  toning  on  the  devices.  .  465 

Choice  1904  Lewis  6k  Clark  Gold  Dollar 

1904  Lewis  <Si  Clark  gold  $1.  MS-6  3  (PCGS). 

Exceptional,  with  satiny  yellow  gold  lustre  and 
very  slightly  reflective  fields .  2,1 35 
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Commemorative  U.S.  Coins  for  sale 


1904  Lewis  <Si  Clark  gold  $  1  •  AU-58 
(ANACS).  Light  yellow  |>old  with  very 

slightly  reflective  fields . 750 

026  Sesquicentennial  $2.50.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Lustrous  light  yellow  gold .  319 

Interesting  Memorabilia 


Rovelstad  Elgin  Archive 
Priceless  archive  relating  to  the  1936  Elgin 
commemorative  half  dollar:  correspondence 
from  Gloria  Rovelstad,  widow  of  the  sculp¬ 
tor,  Trygve  Rovelstad,  enclosing  a  file  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar  and 
other  items.  Included  are  telegrams  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  correspondence  from 
Trygve  Rovelstad,  etc.,  1936,  also  1942,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  its 
design,  the  models,  and  so  on.  Absolutely 
unique,  absolutely  irreplaceable .  2,400 


MODERN 

COMMEMORATIVES 

Silver  Issues 

1984-P  Olympic.  MS-69  (PCOS) . 55 

1984-D  Olympic.  MS-69  (PCGS) . 59 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1986-P  Statue  of  Liberty  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  satiny  lustre .  37 

1993-P  Jefferson  $1.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  1 19 

200 1  - P  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  Proof-69  Deep 
Cameo  (PCGS).  This  popular  commemora¬ 
tive  issue  exhibits  brilliant  surfaces  with  out¬ 
standing  cameo  contrast .  169 

2001-D  Buffalo  silver  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS). 

Fully  brilliant  with  exceptional  appeal.  169 
2001-D  Buffalo  dollar.  MS-69  (PCGS).  The 
PCGS  label  is  autographed  by  Jay  W. 
Johnson,  36th  Director  of  the  United  States 
Mint .  195 

Gold  issues 

1986- W  Statue  of  Liberty  $5.  Proof-69  Deep 

Cameo  (PCGS).'. .  139 

1987- W  Constitution  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) .  139 

1987- W  Constitution  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS).  139 

1988- W  Olympic  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  159 

1989- W  Congress  $5.  MS-69  (PCGS) .  149 

1 992-W  Olympic  $5.  MS-70  (PCGS) . 895 

1995-W  Civil  War  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(POOS) .  375 

1995-W  Civil  War  $5.  MS-70  (PCGS). .  1,395 

1995- W  Stadium  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PC  JOS) . 265 

1996- W  Flag  $5.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 385 

1 999 -W  Washington  $5.  Pr<x)f-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 365 


1999-W  Washington  $5.  MS-69  (Pi  GS).  295 
2002-W  Salt  Lake  City  Olympics  $5.  MS-69 
(PCGS) . 325 


American  Eagles 

Silver  Eagles 

1986-2001  16  Piece  set.  Silver.  Proof-69  Deep 


Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,395 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1986-S  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 55 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1995-W  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 

(PCGS) . 3,175 

Set  Registry™  Quality 

1998-P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 85 


Set  Registry™  Quality 

2000-P  Silver  $1.  Proof-69  Deep  Cameo 
(PCGS) . 65 

_ Gold  Eagles _ 

Gem  Proof  1995-W  Five  Piece  Eagle  Set 
1995-W  Five-coin  set.  $1,  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (IX  'GS).  This  inc ludcs 

the  rare  1995-W  Proof  silver  eagle . 4,295 

1995-W  Four-coin  set.  $5,  $10,  $25,  $50. 
Proof-69  Deep  Cameo  (PCGS) .  1,1  50 

1998  $5  Gold  Eagle.  MS-69  (PCGS) . 69 

1999  $5  Gold  Eagle.  MS-69  (PCGS) . 69 

2000  $5  Gold  Eagle.  MS-69  (PCGS) . 69 


Fax  Your  Order 

603-569-5319 


MODERN  “ULTRA  GRADE”  COINS 


A  few  comments  are  reiterated 
from  earlier  issues  and  were  inspired  by 
a  letter  or  two  to  the  effect  that  a 
dealer  in  “rare”  coins  should  not  sell 
modern  Mint  issues  and,  further,  that 
so  many  of  the  new  pieces  are  being 
made  that  they  are  not  “rare,”  at  least 
not  in  a  traditional  sense. 

However,  at  the  recent  ANA  Con¬ 
vention,  we  hear  tell  that  the  most  in- 
demand  coins  of  all  were  modern  is¬ 
sues  1965  to  date  (post-silver  era),  rare 
or  otherwise. 

In  recent  years  the  Bureau  of  the 
Mint  has  produced  many  different  va¬ 
rieties  of  commemoratives,  gold  and 
silver  “eagles,”  and  other  treats  for  col¬ 
lectors.  In  contrast  to  the  Proofs  of  1 00 
to  150  years  ago,  which  were  some¬ 
times  made  very  casually,  and  after¬ 
ward  handled  carelessly  by  their  own¬ 
ers,  these  pieces  are  struck  in  “ultra 
high”  grades,  such  as  Proof-67,  Proof- 
68,  or  even  Proof-69. 

Quite  possibly  if  you  are  an  old- 
time  traditionalist  and  love  worn  large 
copper  cents,  or  Capped  Bust  half  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  1807-1836  era  for  which  an 
“ultra  grade”  might  be  MS-63  or  so 
(for  some  die  varieties,  not  even  a  high 
grade  AU  example  is  known),  then 
the  modern  pieces  may  not  he  your 
cup  of  tea — and,  of  course,  that  is  fine. 
One  thing  about  numismatics  is  that  it 


offers  just  about  something  tor  every¬ 
one,  and  we  all  have  different  tastes. 

That  said,  in  recent  times  there  has 
been  a  great  demand  from  many  of  our 
clients  who  enjoy  the  modern  issues 
and  consider,  that  in  a  way,  a  coin  of 
which  just  a  few  tens  of  thousands 
exist,  may  indeed  be  “rare”  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  modern  issues  (what  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  millions  of  some  other  coins 
made,  such  as  the  Statehood  quarters, 
which  we  like  a  lot).  One  of  these  days 
we  will  have  to  write  an  article  on 
“rarity,”  as  the  term  cannot  be  used  on 
its  own,  without  explaining  its  appli¬ 
cation  to  a  given  series.  Thus,  in  the 
context  of  Lincoln  cents  the  1909-S 
V.D.B.  is  called  rare,  and  probably 
only  a  few  would  quarrel  with  that. 
However,  it  is  quite  likely  that  well 
over  10,000  examples  exist — it  is  just 
that  the  demand  for  them  is  far  greater 
than  that,  and  in  the  milieu  of  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  it  is  rare. 

One  nice  thing  about  numismatics 
is  that  you  can  “vote”  with  your  pock- 
ethook.  If  you  do  not  like  a  particular 
series,  don’t  buy  it!  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  for  otherwise  there  would  not  be 
enough  coins  to  go  around.  No  two 
people  I  have  ever  met  have  ever  had 
precisely  the  same  coin  collections 
each  is  as  different  as  snowflakes  are 
from  one  another. 
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Thinking  of  Selling?  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries' 


Spectacular  auction  Season 


Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 


We  sold  the  Walter  H. 
Childs  Collection  specitnen 
of  the  1804  Draped  Bust 
silver  dollar  for 
$4,140,000. 


We  have  also  sold  the  Eliasberg 
1 804  Draped  Bust  silver  dollar 
for  $  1 ,815 ,000  and  the 
Eliasberg  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  for  $1 ,485,000.  In  fact, 
ive  hold  many  of  the  top 
world  record  auction  prices . 


We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season  for  2002-2003.  When  it  comes  time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena’s  expertise  go  to 
work  for  you!  Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars,  the  same  quality  of  presentation  and  numismatic 
expertise  that  characterized  our  past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire  collection.  Over  the  years  we  have  sold  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars’  worth  of  coins,  paper  money,  and  other  numismatic  items  for  tens  of  thousands  of  consignors,  ranging  from  museums,  government 
agencies,  and  institutions  to  private  collectors. 

Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  available  instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John  Pack  or  Rick  Bagg  at 
1-800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low  commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding  decision  you  have  ever  made! 


Begin  planning  now  for  your  consignment  to  the  most  prestigious  auction  sale  of  the  year! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  proud  to  announce  its  selection  as  the  official  auctioneer  of  the  2003  ANA  Convention  in  Baltimore,  Maryland. 
Call  Rick  Bagg  or  John  Pack  today  to  learn  more  about  how  you  can  include  your  rare  coins  and  paper  money  in  this  important  event. 


Walter  <H 
CfiiMs 

l  (Joflecilan 


Apt&m  frv  'Bows*'*  '  Inc. 


Our  Upcoming  Sales 


Uniis  K.  Kliasberg,  Sr. 

Collection 


Afril  Wi,  1W7  ♦  New  York  C  % 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  lru| 


►tv*) », 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — The  Kearsarge  Sale . October  3 

November  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  . November  7-9 

fin  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention ) 

The  Rarities  Sale — Orlando,  Florida . January  7 

Kingswood  Coin  Auctions — . March  6 

March  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  . March  13-15 

(m  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 


Auction  Type  Auction  Date 

July-August  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland . July  30-August  2 

(in  conjunction  with  the  American  Numisimatic  Association  Convention) 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . August  7 

The  Rarities  Sale — Los  Angeles,  California . September  14 

Kingswood  Coin  Auction . September  25 

November  Sale — Baltimore,  Maryland  . November  13-15 


(in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention) 


Kingswood  Coin  Auction . June  5 


Plan  to  participate  in  our  upcoming  January  Rarities  Sales  for  the  next 


Q.  David  Bowers 


Coin  Quiz 

“Basic  Rarity” 

Key  Dates 


Today  in  2002  we  sometimes  forget 
the  concept  of  basic  rarity  and  dwell 
upon  condition  rarity.  When  we  sold  a 
superb  “ultra  grade”  1953-S  Franklin 
half  dollar  for  over  $50,000  in  one  of 
our  auctions  last  year,  there  were  a  lot  of 
gasps.  And,  today,  there  are  many 
people  who  would  rather  have  an  MS- 
69  1919-D  Lincoln  cent,  if  it  is  the  only 
one  known  in  that  grade,  than  an  AU 
1909-S  V.D.B.,  the  latter  in  short  supply 
in  all  grade^. 

The  coin  market  evolves,  and  today 
condition  rarity  is  part  of  the  scene.  And, 
no  doubt  it  is  interesting  to  an  outsider 
that,  to  use  another  example,  a  1901 
Morgan  silver  dollar  is  worth,  say,  $10  if 
worn  nearly  smooth,  and  over  $100,000 
if  MS-65!  However,  the  1901  is  not  a 
key  date  and  does  not  have  basic  rarity, 
for  one  can  he  obtained  easily  enough 
in  a  numismatically  acceptable  grade 
from  VF  to  MS-60  without  having  a  key 
to  Fort  Knox. 

Fifty  years  ago  in  numismatics,  key 
date  and  basic  rarity  were  the  abiding  con¬ 
cepts  of  the  hobby.  To  cut  to  the  chase, 
this  issue’s  Coin  Quiz  asks  you  to  pick 
out  which  of  the  following  are  key  dates 
with  basic  rarity.  If  there  are  several  pos¬ 
sibilities,  pick  out  the  rarest  of  them. 

How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  six 
or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well. 
Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and  you  are  in 
the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine 
or  10  correct,  and  you  should  have  a 
photograph  of  a  1787  Massachusetts 
“Transposed  Arrows”  copper  cent! 

1.  The  Holy  Grail  in  the  Indian 
Head  cent  series  is  this  key  date: 

a.  1861 

b.  1877 


c.  1908-S 

d.  1907 

2.  Certainly  a  keeper  in  any  grade, 
including  worn  nearly  smooth,  is  this 
date  among  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars: 

a.  1853-0  Without  Arrows 

b.  1886 

c.  1877-CC 

d.  1838  No  Drapery 

3.  The  numismatist  seeking  early 
Massachusetts  silver  coins  would  give 
an  eye  tooth  for  one  of  these: 

a.  Pine  Tree  shilling,  small  planchet. 

b.  Oak  Tree  shilling. 

c.  Pine  tree  sixpence. 

d.  Willow  Tree  shilling. 

4.  In  early  1936  there  was  a  mad 
scramble  to  track  down  this  pair,  of 
which  just  2,000  were  distributed  of  each 
coin.  In  fact,  the  action  was  so  intense 
that  the  entire  coin  market  was  changed! 

a.  1935-D  and  S  Boone  half  dollars 
with  small  “1934.” 

b.  Proof  1936  Washington  quarter  and 

Liberty  Walking  half  dollar. 

c.  1922  Grant  gold  dollars,  with  and 
without  star. 

d.  1917  Standing  Liberty  quarters,  Type 

I  and  Type  II 

5.  The  Chapman  Brothers,  B.  Max 
Mehl,  and  even  we  have  called  this 
“The  King  of  American  Coins”: 

a.  1822  half  eagle 

b.  1870-S  Liberty  Seated  dollar 

c.  1804  silver  dollar 

d.  1844  Liberty  Seated  dime 

6.  Of  the  various  dates  and 
mintmarks  in  the  Washington  quarter 
series  this  is  the  most  difficult  to  find: 


a.  1932-D 

b.  1935-S 

c.  1936-D 

d.  2000-P  New  Hampshire  reverse 

7.  The  one  coin  that  was  the  sensa¬ 
tion  of  the  rare  coin  investment  market 
of  the  early  1960s  was  the  low-mintage: 

a.  1942/1  Mercury  dime 

b.  1860  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  “Pikes 
Peak”  gold  $10 

c.  1949-S  Franklin  half  dollar 

d.  1950-D  Jefferson  nickel 

8.  The  collector  of  Civil  War  tokens 
will  find  any  example  from  this  state  to 
he  a  key  issue: 

a.  Ohio 

b.  Alabama 

c.  New  Hampshire 

d.  Wisconsin 

9.  Among  Morgan  dollars  this  coin 
has  been  a  key  issue  since  day  one: 

a.  1879-S 

b.  1895 

c.  1891-0 

d.  1887 

10.  One  of  the  most  famous  19th 
century  American  rarities  is  this  coin,  of 
which  fewer  than  2,000  arc  believed  to 
he  known  today — certainly  not  many  in 
relation  to  the  millions  of  people  who 
are  interested  in  numismatics: 

a.  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 

b.  1885-CC  Morgan  silver  dollar 

c.  1857  copper  “large”  cent 

d.  1857-S  $20  gold 
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Pattern 


Superb  Proof  1879  Washlady  Dime 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1879  Washlady  dime.  Pollock- 1 777,  Judd- 
1584.  Rarity-6.  Proof-67  Cameo  (PCGS). 
Silver.  Reeded  edge.  This  is  a  stunning  su¬ 
perb  gem  Proof  example  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  and  highly  lustrous  devices.  Miss 
Liberty  has  brilliant  silver  lustre  framed  by 
lovely  iridescent  toning.  The  reverse  is  at¬ 
tractively  blended  with  lilac,  blue  and  irides¬ 
cent  toning,  lighter  at  the  center.  The  finest 
example  certified  by  PCGS,  and  the  only 
coin  at  this  grade  level .  22,750 


Territorial  Gold 


1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  $20 
900  THOUS 


1 85  3  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  $20. 
900  THOUS.  Kagin-1 8.  MS-61  (PCGS). 
An  outstanding  Mint  State  example  with 
highly  lustrous  greenish  gold  surfaces.  A  very 
sharply  struck  example  with  only  a  few  minor 
surface  marks.  This  is  much  finer  than  the 
MS-61  grade  would  suggest .  10,950 


California  Small 

DENOMINATION  GOLD 

Mint  State  1872  Gold  Dollar 
Octagonal  Indian 

1872  Octagonal  $1.  Indian  obverse.  BG-1 120. 
MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lovely  example  with  re¬ 
flective  greenish  gold  surfaces .  1,995 


Proof  Set 

1951  Proof  set.  Choice  to  Gem  Proof.  Five  coins 
in  the  original  box  and  cellophane .  629 

TOKENS,  MEDALS, 

Americana,  Etc. 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar” 

J.M.  Slusher 
Cripple  Creek,  Colorado 
Serial  145 

1901  Lesher  “Dollar.”  Z-6,  HK-792.  EF-45 

(AN  ACS).  Lustrous.  One  of  about  260  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  been  issued  by  J.M.  Slusher, 
Cripple  Creek,  about  seven  miles  from  Jo¬ 
seph  Lesher’s  home  in  Victor.  About  75  are 

known  today .  1,450 

Ex  Kreisberg  and  Cohen ,  1 968 . 

Intriguing  Test  Token 

Undated  (c.  1 9 1 1 )  token.  Test  planchet.  AU. 

Holed.  Apparently  some  type  of  blank 
planchet  was  prepared  as  a  test  piece  for  date 
logotypes.  One  side  has  the  word  DOLLARS 
entered  along  with  dates  1885  (twice),  1893, 
and  1911  (twice).  The  two  1911  punches  are 
larger  size  and  appear  to  be  slanted  or  itali¬ 
cized.  The  word  DOLLARS  looks  remark¬ 
able  similar  to  that  used  for  three-dollar  gold 
coins.  The  other  side  had  DOLLARS  double 
stamped  along  with  dates  1854,  1859,  and 
1874,  along  with  another  italicized  1911.  We 
have  assigned  the  approximate  date  to  the 
latest  appearing  on  this  example,  but  who 
knows? .  2,350 


1789  Washington  cent.  Baker- 14,  Kenney-7. 
Robinson  copy.  MS-63  BN . 379 

“1792”  Dickeson  Cent 
“1792”  Dickeson  “cent.”  MS-64  RB.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  “1792  trial  piece,”  actu¬ 
ally  made  circa  the  1860s  from  an  embossed 
revenue  stamp  die.  Dr.  Montroville  W. 
Dickeson  was  the  progenitor.  An  attractive 

and  perennially  interesting  issue .  1,795 

Trio  of  desirable  1876  Danish  medals:  • 
Baker-426A.  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Weight: 
1,010.6  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm.  Proof. 
Rich  chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  traces  of 
gold,  russet,  and  blue  toning  in  the  fields. 
Reflective  obverse  fields,  while  the  reverse 
is  more  satiny  with  subdued  lustre.  •  Gilt 
bronze  (unlisted  in  Baker).  Plain  edge. 
Weight:  1 ,069.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Bright  golden  surfaces  with  pleasing 
reflectivity  in  the  fields.  The  devices  are 
hold  and  satiny.  Some  light  hairlines  are 
noted  •  B-426B.  White  metal,  plain  edge. 
Weight:  771.8  grains.  Diameter:  52.7  mm. 
Proof.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  deeply  mir¬ 
rored  fields  presenting  a  strong  cameo  be¬ 
tween  being  the  satiny  silver  devices.  A 
beautiful  threesome  counted  by  some 
among  the  most  beautiful  Washington  med¬ 
als  of  their  era.  Stuck  for  the  1876  Centen¬ 
nial  Exhibition.  Designed,  prepared  and 
published  by  Danish  men,  F.  Schmahlfeld, 

H.  Ophlrik,  and  V.  Christesen .  1,150 

Empire  Coin  Company  token.  Circa  1960,  our 
predecessor  firm,  Empire  Coin  Company, 
Inc.,  commissioned  Alphonse  Kolb,  well- 
known  Rochester,  NY,  die-sinker,  to  create 
these  tokens  for  us.  The  approximate  size  of 
a  United  States  large  cent  of  the  1793-1857 
years,  and  struck  in  copper,  each  token  de¬ 
picts  on  the  obverse  the  famous  IMMUNI-S 
COLUMBIA  motif  taken  from  the  1786- 
1787  copper  coinage,  “Columbia”  being  a 
representation  of  “America.”  The  reverse 
depicts  an  eagle  perched  on  a  palm  branch 
and  is  derived  from  the  design  used  on  the 
rare  1795  U.S.  $5  gold  coin.  Examples  are 
with  “antiqued"  finish  as  made.  Dave  Bowers 
discovered  a  little  box  full  of  these.  Each 
$9.95,  25  for .  149 
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Miscellaneous 


Impressive  “Wheel  of  Fortune” 

Casino  Device 

Evans  Gaming  Wheel.  Large  vertical  “wheel  of 
fortune”  made  by  Evans,  of  Chicago,  early  in 
the  20th  century — just  the  sort  of  device  that 
would  have  been  used  in  a  casino  in  Reno,  or 
high  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  wheel, 
about  six  feet  in  diameter,  is  on  its  own  stand 
and  is  displayed  in  a  vertical  position.  The 
wheel  is  ornamented  with  numbers  (resent' 
blmg  dice  faces)  and  mirrored  panels  and  is  a 
very  impressive  ensemble.  We  came  across 
this  in  an  antique  shop  in  Massachusetts 
(where  it  still  is),  wrote  a  check  for  it  on  the 
spot,  and  now  offer  it  for  sale.  In  many  years 
of  being  interested  in  antique  gambling  de- 
vices,  we’ve  encountered  only  one  other  for 
sale.  Basically  “original”  condition,  not  re¬ 
painted,  altered,  or  anything  else.  Needs  a  few 

touches,  but  is  essentially  pristine .  3,450 

John  Pinkerton,  An  Essay  on  Medals:  or,  An  In¬ 
troduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  Ancient  and 
Modem  Coins  an# Medals... ,”  London,  1789. 
Two  volumes,  octavo,  302  and  346  pages, 
plus  other  material,  excellent  condition,  re¬ 
bound  with  gold  imprint,  study  of  ancient, 
classical,  and  British  coin,  with  tangential 
mention  of  American  issues  and  with  some 
very  nice  philosophy  on  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing . 265 

Interesting  book,  Gambling  and  Gambling  De¬ 
vices,  J.P.  Quinn,  1912.  308  pages,  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated  including  with  many 
coin-operated  devices,  slot  machines,  casino 
gadgets,  etc.,  with  information  on  all  sorts  of 
games  of  chance  and  various  ways  they  can 
be  rigged.  Most  probably  the  most  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated,  most  detailed  study  of  its 
kind.  Choice  condition,  light  wear,  cover 
bright.  From  Q.  David  Bowers’  library.  360 
Eckert,  George  N.  Letter  dated  February  10, 
1853,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  Wil¬ 
liam  D.  Lewis,  Esquire,  Collector  of  the  Port, 
reminding  the  recipient  of  the  pending  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  “Commission  for  the  annual  trial 
of  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  commonly 
known  as  the  Assay  Commission.  Double 
folded  sheet,  8  x  10.5  inches  after  fold,  the 
upper  left  and  right  corners  torn.  Very 
slightly  faded  at  edges.  This  is  a  wonderful 
association  piece  for  collectors  of  assay  com¬ 
mission  medals.  Signed  “Geo.  N.  Eckert,  Di¬ 
rector  by  R.  Patterson.” . $595 

Wonderful  Gold  Rush 
Double  Currency  Sheet 
Gold  Rush  San  Francisco!  An  interesting 
double  sheet  of  unused  currency  notes,  $10, 
$20,  and  $50,  undated  except  for  “18,"  and 
presumably,  circa  1849.  Bearing  the  imprint 


“San  Francisco”  on  each  note,  these  were 
most  likely  printed  in  the  east  (perhaps 
Philadelphia  or  New  York),  with  the  through 
that  the  identification  of  a  San  Francisco 
bank  or  merchant  could  be  overprinted  by 
users  in  the  Gold  Rush  era.  However,  the 
State  Constitution  of  California  made  the 
use  of  any  and  all  paper  money  illegal.  The 
vignettes  in  each  instance  picture  Benjamin 
Franklin  on  the  left  and  Washington  on  the 
right.  Such  notes  were  produced  by  locking 
in  a  frame  various  typographical  elements, 
including  the  various  vignettes,  decorative 
borders,  and  lettering.  The  double  sheet  fur¬ 
nishes  a  very  interesting  opportunity  to  note 
varieties  of  the  plates,  a  field  completely  un¬ 
studied  in  American  obsolete  currency.  Each 
side  of  the  sheet,  although  superficially  simi¬ 
lar,  is  different  in  terms  of  minor  positions. 
Note,  for  example,  that  on  the  bottom  note 
on  the  left,  the  denomination  “50”  is  set  in 
farther  from  the  left  and  right,  than  are  the 
same  denominations  on  the  note  at  the  lower 
right.  In  general,  among  other  bank  notes  of 
the  1830s  and  1840s,  even  with  sheets  that 
have  four  of  the  same  denomination,  each  of 
the  notes  will  show  differences,  often  a  plate 
letter,  but,  more  subtly,  differences  in  posi¬ 
tioning . 3,850 

1855  State  Controller’s  Warrant.  Dated  March 
9,  1855  at  the  “Seat  of  Government,  Califor¬ 
nia.”  This  warrant  in  the  amount  of  $  1 20  was 
issued  to  H.B.  Meredith.  At  upper  right  and 
lower  left  are  outstanding  California  related 

vignettes .  199 

Louis  McLane  ALS,  dated  December  1,  1857, 
on  blue  ruled  letterhead  of  the  Office  of 
Wells,  Fargo  &  Co.’s  Express  and  Exchange 
Company.  This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Deeds,  the  addressee  otherwise 
unnamed,  and  requests  that  Mr.  Walter  H. 
Peters  of  New  Orleans  be  appointed  commis¬ 
sioner  for  the  State  of  California . 665 

Richard  Sutton,  Jr.,  Licensed  Ship  Broker, 
Buenos  Aires.  An  intriguing  document, 


dated  September  20,  1849,  chartering  the 
schooner  Rafiide  of  Sweden  for  the  benefit  of 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier,  and  Co.  of 
Buenos  Aires.  The  schooner  was  to  transport 
Mess.  Zimmerman,  Frazier  and  Go.  and  their 
cargo  to  San  Francisco,  tor  the  consideration 
of  “Four  Thousand  Hard  Silver  Dollars." 
Generally  nice  condition  with  all  writing  leg 
ible,  a  portion  at  bottom  missing,  including 
some  signatures .  585 

Le  Nouveau  Monde.  A  company  formed  tor  the 
purpose  of  working  gold  mines.  This  stock 
certificate  is  for  ten  shares  of  25  francs  each, 
payable  to  the  bearer.  This  company  was 
“Constituted  according  to  the  Law  of  France, 
by  Acts  dated  25th  May,  1850,  and  21st 
August,  1851,  deposited  at  Paris,  and  duly 
registered  and  published.” .  275 

South  Fork  Canal  Company  of  Placerville,  El 
Dorado  County,  California.  Stock  certificate 
for  one  share  of  the  Capital  stock,  at  an  issue 
price  of  $  1 00  per  share.  The  owners  name  is 
not  filled  in,  suggesting  that  this  was  payable 
to  the  bearer.  Dated  December  9,  1852, 
signed  by  A.T.  Taylor,  Secretary  and  B.F. 
Keene,  President.  Delightful  central  vignette 
of  a  large  safe  with  a  dog  guarding  the  key, 
outdoors  with  the  sun  setting  (or  rising)  be¬ 
hind  mountains  in  the  background . 665 

Gold  Rush  Bonanza! 

We  have  on  hand  a  few  original  stock  mining 
shares  in  the  Anglo-California  Gold  Mining 
Company,  registered  on  November  5,  1851 . 
These  stock  certificates  were  actually  used, 
bear  serial  numbers,  and  were  issued  in  1852. 
The  approximate  dimensions  are  8-1/2” 
wide,  and  7-1/2”  high.  Original  stock  certifi¬ 
cates  sold  to  finance  adventuring  in  the  gold 
fields  of  California,  and  dated  before  1851, 
are  tew  and  far  between,  and  in  our  search  for 
such  things  -  tor  a  display  we  are  putting  to¬ 
gether,  which  includes  an  example  of  the 
piece  we  are  offering  here  -  our  luck  has  been 
almost,  but  not  quite,  zero.  Now  comes  this 


Add  to  Your  Numismatic  library 


With  any  order  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  that 
equals  or  exceeds  $100,  you  can  add  this  hook  to  your 
numismatic  library  for  only  $35  (plus  shipping). 

Standard  Catalog  of  U.S.  Tokens  1 700-1900 

By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  photographs,  rar¬ 
ity  ratings,  and  just  about  everything  else  you  need  to 
know  to  buy,  sell,  collect,  enjoy,  and  appreciate  United 
States  tokens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725.  List  $47.95 
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little  cache,  said  to  have  been  found  in  a 
castle  in  England.  However,  the  seller  of  this 
marvelous  group  hastened  to  add,  “whether 
this  was  true  or  just  salesmanship,  we  cannot 
know!”  No  matter,  these  items  are  nice  for 
framing  -  perhaps  together  with  a  Gold  Rush 
coin?  Offered,  for  each,  $125,  or  buy  two  for 
$235  the  pair. 

1896  $500.00  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company 
gold  bond,  10  x  14' 1/2  inches,  plus  attached 
coupons,  27  or  more,  punch  cancelled.  Pay¬ 
able  FIVE  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  IN 
GOLD  COIN.  Three  vignettes  across  the  top, 
the  left  and  right  being  Native  Americans 
(one  with  a  how  and  anows,  the  other  with  a 
calumet),  the  center  being  larger  and  showing 
a  volcanic-style  (a  la  Shasta  or  Rainier)  moun¬ 
tain  with  pine  trees  and  an  expanse  of  prairie 
in  the  foreground.  Ideal  for  framing  and  dis¬ 
play.  Printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company.  Issued  in  the  day  when  a  dollar  was 

worth  a  dollar,  and  in  gold .  100 

The  Northern  Pacific  was  the  first  of  the  North¬ 
ern  transcontinental  lines,  the  N.  P.,  was  chartered 
by  an  act  of  Congress  signed  hy  President  Lincoln  on 
July  2,  1864-  Construction  of  a  line  to  connect  the 
head  of  the  Great  Lakes  with  Portland,  Ore.,  was 
started  in  1870  and  completed  in  1883.  The  com¬ 
pany  presently  operates  6700  miles  of  the  line,  ex¬ 
tending  from  St.  Paul-Minneapolis  and  Duluth-Su¬ 
perior  to  Seattle,  Tacoma  and  Portland,  and  owns  a 
one-half  interest  in  the  Burlington  Lines  and  The 
Spokane,  Portland  &  Seattle. 

1 906  $  1 ,000.00.  The  Snohomish  Valley  Railway 
Company  bond,  10  x  14  inches,  plus  90  at¬ 
tached  coupons.  Green  printing  primarily — 
in  the  traditional  “money  color.”  Payable 


ONE  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  IN  GOLD 
COIN.  The  top  center  of  the  bond  has  an 
engraving  of  a  train  attached  to  catenary 
cables.  At  the  top  left  is  seen  a  prairie  town 
with  mountains  in  the  background.  The  top 
right  is  a  giant  redwood  tree  with  a  woman 
about  to  walk  through  a  wagon-size  tunnel 
cut  through  it.  These  were  issued  by  the  Se¬ 
curity  Bank  Note  Company  of  Philadelphia. 

Another  great  framing  item . 49 

1921  $1,000.00  Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois 
Railway  Company  gold  bond,  10x14  inches, 
ornate  gold  border,  vignette  of  two  locomo¬ 
tives  under  full  steam,  workers  on  separate 
tracks,  etc.  Payable  ONE  THOUSAND 
DOLLARS  IN  GOLD  COIN.  With  37  cou¬ 
pons  on  a  separate  but  attached  sheet,  each 
coupon  having  a  steam  engine  vignette  and 
gold  overprinting.  Printed  by  the  American 
Bank  Note  Company.  Another  bond  from 
the  age  of  gold.  Such  gold  obligations  were 
later  declared  invalid  by  Uncle  Sam.  A  great 

display  item . 49 

“DAYS  OF  GOLD  SPECIAL.”  THREE  gold- 
payable  bonds,  one  each  of  the  above  three, 

the  trio,  regularly  $198,  for .  179 

“Welcome  nugget”  color  lithograph,  circa  1880s, 
issued  as  a  poster  and  labeled  by  the  T.C. 
Williams  Company,  Virginia,  tobacco  manu¬ 
facturers.  Depicted  is  a  gold  miner  standing 
holding  an  unbelievable  large  nugget,  with 
scenes  of  mining  operations  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  Two  versions,  one  tall  and  rectangu¬ 
lar  measuring  13  inches  high  by  6-1/2  inches 
wide,  at  $199,  the  other  square,  measuring 


10-1/2  inches  high  by  10-1/2  inches  wide,  at 
$249.  The  square  version  depicts  a  few  more 
background  details.  Order  singly  or  as  a 
pair — certainly  a  nice  “go-with”  item  for  any 
display  of  California-related  gold! 

GOLD  MINERAL  AND 

Crystal  Specimens 

Gold  mineral  specimens  from  the  cabinet  of 
QDB.  Study  pieces  acquired  in  the  line  of  gold 
research,  and  now  being  deaccessioned:  Each 
piece  was  hand-selected  by  Dave  for  its  quality 
and  display  value.  If  an  early-bird  reader  would 
like  to  buy  the  entire  suite  of  gold  specimens, 
take  a  5%  discount.  All  examples  are  one-of-a- 
kind.  Subject  to  prior  sale. 

Diltz  Mine,  Mariposa  Co.,  CA.  Native  gold 
with  arsenopyrite,  from  a  famous  mine.  Ex¬ 
amples,  once  seen  with  some  frequency,  are 
very  elusive  today.  Largest  dimension  about 

65  mm .  1,465 

16-to-l  Mine,  Alleghany,  Sierra  Co.,  CA. 
Spectacular  “tree”  of  native  gold  atop  a  white 
quartz  matrix.  Largest  dimension  about  60 
mm.  A  prize  display  item,  the  finest  study 

specimen  located  by  QDB . 6,300 

Placer  Co.  CA,  Gold  specimen,  probably  from 
circa  1930s  and  from  the  old  DeMaria  and 
Garbe  Mine  (later  incorporated  into  the 
Eagle’s  Nest  Mine  in  a  consolidation  of  about 
10  different  claims).  14.8  grams.  A  lovely 
specimen  of  leaf  gold .  1,845 
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Rare  Coin  Review  M4l> 


by  Thomas  LaMarre 

_ __  •' 


The  California 
Gold  Rush 


This  review  by  Thomas  LaMarre  is  re¬ 
printed  from  the  July  30,  2002,  issue  of 
Canadian  Coin  News. 

If  you  want  to  relive  the  California 
Gold  Rush  days  of  a  century  and  a  half 
ago,  he  sure  to  pick  up  a  copy  of  Q.  David 
Bowers’  new  book,  A  California  Gold  Rush 
History  featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America.  It  tells  the  story  of  the 
gold  fever  days  with  such  enthusiasm  and 
detail  you  might  experience  the  feeling  of 
being  there  as  it  happens. 

Right  off,  I  have  to  admit  that  for  an 
unbiased  reView  of  the  hook,  you  will 
have  to  look  elsewhere.  I  am  a  fan  of 
Dave  Bowers  and  have  been  writing  ar¬ 
ticles  for  his  publications  for  about  15 
years.  Even  so,  there  is  nothing  I  can  say 
that  will  add  to  his  reputation.  He  has 
won  almost  every  numismatic  award  there 
is,  and  has  already  been  inducted  into  the 
American  Numismatic  Associations  Hall 
of  Fame. 

It  all  started  in  1953  when  Dave 
Bowers  entered  the  rare  coin  business  as 
a  teenager.  Since  then  he  has  handled 
almost  every  important  U.S.  rarity  and 
has  written  more  than  40  books.  His 
latest  effort  is  clearly  a  labor  of  love,  a 
book  he  hopes  will  become  a  treasure  in 
its  own  right. 

Dwight  Manley  and  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group  commissioned 
Bowers  to  write  a  book  that  would  in¬ 
clude  not  only  the  S.S.  Central  America 
saga  hut  also  the  story  of  the  California 
Gold  Rush.  It  is  the  story  of  the  greatest 
gold  coin  treasure  ever  found,  the  great¬ 
est  gold  ingot  treasure  ever  found,  the 
saga  of  the  S.S.  Central  America  and  its 
loss  at  sea  in  1857  off  the  Carol inas,  the 
story  of  the  Columbus-America  Discov¬ 
ery  Group  and  how  the  long-lost  ship 
was  found  7,200  feet  down  in  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean  and  its  treasure  recovered. 

The  story  is  told  in  chronological  or¬ 


der  in  27  chapters  plus 
four  appendices. 

Printed  on  high  quality 
paper  numbering  1,051 
large-format  pages,  and 
beautifully  hardbound 
with  a  color  cover  il¬ 
lustration  of  a  mining 
scene,  the  book  weighs 
approximately  1 1 

pounds.  Because  of  its 
weight,  it  is  a  book  best  read  at  a 
table  or  desk.  This  is  my  only  criticism.  I 
would  have  preferred  several  smaller, 
easier  to  handle  volumes.  A  CDROM 
version  also  would  he  nice,  not  in  place 
of  the  print  version,  but  in  addition  to  it. 

Countless  historical  drawings,  litho¬ 
graphs,  paintings  and  photographs  are 
reproduced  in  the  hook.  Also  pictured 
are  gold  coins  and  ingots  recovered 
from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  illustrations  of  items  from  the 
collections  of  Virgil  Brand,  Louis  E. 
Eliasherg  Sr.,  and  others. 

The  book  begins  with  a  history  of 
early  California  before  the  Gold  Rush. 
Reading  it,  I  was  surprised  to  learn  the 
first  delivery  of  California  gold  to  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  occurred  in  1838,  a 
decade  before  gold  fever  reached  the 
East  and  1848  “CAL.”  Quarter  eagles 
were  minted  from  California  gold. 

Throughout  the  text  are  many  cita¬ 
tions  referring  to  coins.  Under  the  title 
of  “Small  Change,”  the  Aug.  18,  1857, 
issue  of  the  Alta  California  commented: 

Half  dimes  are  wanted  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  of  San  Francisco.  As  it  is,  our 
smallest  coin  is  the  dime;  hut  this  state 
of  affairs  has  lasted  long  enough — 
longer,  indeed,  than  it  would  have 
lasted  had  the  people  known  how  to 
obtain  half  dimes  without  the  expense 
of  bringing  them  across  the  Isthmus. 

The  public  does  not  appear  to  he 
aware  that  silver  change  can  he  had  on 


application  to  the  (San  Francisco) 
Mint.  There  is  no  supply  of  half  dimes 
there  at  present,  they  will  he  supplied 
as  soon  as  they  are  demanded,  and  the 
sooner  they  are  demanded  the  better 
Let  us  have  half  dimes,  so  that  we 
can  buy  one  peach,  or  one  apple,  or  one 
box  of  matches  at  a  time  instead  of 
buying  a  hit’s  worth,  whether  we 
want  so  much  or  not.  The  intro¬ 
duction  of  halt  dimes  would  assist 
to  drive  out  the  Spanish  hits,  or  re¬ 
duce  them  to  the  value  of  the  dime; 
and,  such  a  result  would  be  a  bless¬ 
ing.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the 
small  Spanish  money  has  entirely 
disappeared  in  New  York  City. 

Chapter  26,  titled  “The 
Columbus-America  Discovery 
Group,”  chronicles  the  finding  of 
the  S.S.  Central  America  in  the 
1 980s,  and  the  recovery  of  its  trea¬ 
sure  using  a  remotely-operated  robot 
named  Nemo.  Bowers  writes: 

With  the  padded  fingers  of  its  suc¬ 
tion-picker  at  the  end  of  a  flexible  arm, 
the  robot,  guided  by  technicians  7,200 
feet  above,  picked  up  objects  from  rhe 
sea  floor  as  small  as  a  tiny  gold  dollar  or 
as  heavy  as  1 ,000  pounds. 

Care  was  necessary7  in  raising  groups 
of  coins  that  had  bonded  together. 
Nemo’s  silicone  protection  module  cov¬ 
ered  the  loose  piles  of  coins  with  18- 
inch-quare  injection  molds  and  squirted 
a  rubbery  compound  around,  between, 
and  below  the  coins.  The  silicone  con¬ 
gealed  in  30  minutes  into  tough  blocks, 
encasing  the  treasure  and  protecting  the 
coins  from  scratching  each  other  on  the 
way  up  to  the  surface.  Later  the  con¬ 
gealed  silicone  was  peeled  away  and  the 
coins  released.  If  the  coins  had  been 
brought  to  the  surface  by  a  spectral 
gloved  hand,  they  could  not  have  been 
more  finely  cared  tor. 

One  silicone  block  was  filled  with 
the  contents  of  a  wooden  box  that  had 
rotted  away  and  left  towers  tit  double 
eagle  coins.  The  stacks  were  30  coins 
high,  three  wide,  and  five  long,  con¬ 
taining  450  coins,  bonded  together. 

This  is  just  a  sampling  of  the  adven¬ 
tures  recounted  within  the  book’s  cov¬ 
ers.  Produced  at  an  expense  involving 
nearly  $500,000  in  research  and  prepa¬ 
ration,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  is 
priced  at  $199  U.S.  plus  shipping.  The 
hook  is  available  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries. 
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Great  Books 


For  Sale! 

Your  key  to  profitable  and  enjoyable  collecting! 
Every  book  at  a  discount  for  you ! 


I  .jiflHfc,  i 

■  fA  ii 

lfl  l&Tl 

’?■'/  '  ' off,  t  ' 

*  /  / 


W  hat  is  a  “Great  Book”? 

Well,  great  can  mean  a  lot  of  things.  Over  the  years  such  entities  as 
the  president  of  Harvard  University,  the  Franklin  Mint,  and  the  Easton 
Press  have  compiled  lists  of  “Great  Books,”  some  of  which  no  doubt  were 
and  are  great,  and  others  which  are  as  dull  as  all  get-out,  even  though 
they  might  be  great. 

Today,  Moby  Dick  is  considered  to  be  a  “Great  Book,”  although  it 
can  be  difficult  to  wade  through.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Adventures  of 
Sherlock  Holmes  has  not  appeared  on  any  “Great  Books”  list  we’ve  seen, 
but  the  stories  within  are  gripping.  In  fact,  one  particular  Holmes  tale, 
“A  Study  in  Scarlet,”  was  a  great  influence  to  your  editor  when  he  was 
a  kid,  as  were  the  Hardy  Boys  (not  “Great  Books”  either). 

What  is  a  “Great  Book”  in  numismatics? 

Greatness  seems  to  be  in  the  eye  of  the  reader,  and  a  great  book  is  one 
that  for  you  is  interesting,  valuable,  and  worthwhile. 

We  suggest  that  some  of  the  books  we  have  published  over  the  years, 
ones  that  have  been  considered  great  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
and  also  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  might  be  great  for  you, 
too.  Please  read  on. 

“Book  of  the  Year”  Award 

Recently,  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History 
featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America ,  1 ,050  pages  in  length, 
color  illustrated  throughout,  weighing  11  pounds,  and  sufficiently 
interesting  that  a  number  of  people  have  ordered  extra  copies  of  this  fairly 
expensive  volume,  won  the  “daily  double”  in  numismatic  sweepstakes. 

To  be  more  specific,  it  won  the  yearly  sweepstakes,  carrying  away  the 
entire  field — these  being  the  two  highest  awards  given  for  numismatic 
books:  The  Robert  Friedberg  Award  bestowed  by  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  given  by  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 

About  5,000  copies  of  this 
book  have  been  printed,  and 
as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  goes  to  press,  only 
about  1,500  remain.  Once 
these  are  gone,  no  more  will 
be  printed  in  this  special 
binding  and  format. 

The  list  price  is  $199.00 
and  the  Stock  No.  is  CGR- 
1 00,  but  with  your  20%  dis¬ 
count,  your  price  is  only 
$  1 60.00.  A  good  deal  ?  You 
bet!  And,  we  guarantee 
you’ll  have  a  week  or 
more  of  truly  delightful,  truly 
infi  >rmative  reading  pleasure,  or  your  money  back! 


Let’s  Get  “With  it!” 

If  you  want  to  be  “with  it,”  on  the  leading 
edge  of  what’s  new  in  books,  you  can’t  afford  to 
be  without  it.  “It”  is  Dave  Bowers’  just  released 
(copies  are  still  warm  from  the  press!)  More 
Adventures  With  Rare  Coins.  As  these  words 
are  being  written,  review  copies  have  not  been 
mailed  and  we  can’t  reprint  any  comments  from  readers. 

We  expect  that  you  will  like  this  book — 460  pages,  deluxe  hardbound, 
lots  of  delightful  illustrations,  and  more.  StockNo.  BBM- 1 25  A,  List  $89.00. 

Get  set  for  many  evenings  of  enjoyable  reading,  a  really  “great 
book,”  in  our  biased  opinion.  And,  of  course,  your  copy  comes  with  a 
money-back  guarantee. 
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“Glide  free” 

Whenever  Don  C.  Kelly,  famous  paper  money 
author  and  research  in  Ohio,  and  a  retired 
university  professor,  writes  to  us,  his  closing  is 
“Glide  free.”  Sounds  cheery  and  spirited. 

We  recently  received  a  nice  stock  of  Don’s 
magnum  opus ,  the  third  edition  of  his  magis- 
terial  National  Bank  Notes,  comprising  596 
pages,  hardbound,  about  the  notes  issued  by  12,635 
banks  in  the  general  era  1863-1935,  certainly  including  some  from  your 
state,  and,  if  you  are  lucky,  some  from  your  home  town. 

Don  has  a  way  with  words,  and  therefore  we  must  warn  you  that  buying 
this  book  may  be  dangerous  to  your  pocketbook!  Not  the  book  itself, 
which  lists  at  $100,  before  your  discount,  but  the  subject  matter.  These 
currency  notes  are  interesting  to  collect  and  fascinating  to  read  about. 
Also,  the  book  lists  “realistic  evaluations  for  all  notes  issued  by  every 
bank.”  Dave  Bowers  offers  to  pay  full  price,  or  even  more,  for  any  New 
Hampshire  piece  of  currency  listed  in  the  book,  that  he  does  not  have. 

Anyway,  you  need  this  book  in  your  library.  Please  order  a  copy! 

Speaking  of  Discounts 

Each  and  every  book  title  in  this  section  is  offered  at  a  10%  discount 
from  the  list  price;  or,  if  the  list  prices  of  the  books  in  your  order  total 
$  1 00  or  more,  take  a  20%  discount ! ! !  And,  you  can  also  apply  a  discount 
to  the  “Eagle”  albums  and  other  numismatic  supplies  we  offer. 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  pie:  Have  your  credit  card  handy  and  call  toll- 
free  1  -800-222-5993  ext  3 1  and  ask  for  me,  Mary  Tocci.  Or,  fax,  mail,  or 
e-mail  your  order  to  my  attention.  I  will  automatically  calculate  your 
best  discount!  Either  way,  some  great  titles  will  be  in  your  mailbox  soon! 

Sincerely, 

Mary  Tocci — Director,  B&M  Book  Sales  and  Service 
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Umtfp  States  Numismatic 
Literature:  Volume  1 -Nineteenth 
Century  Auction  Catalogs 

by  John  Vi'  Adams 

Reprinted  by  George  F.  Kolbe.  This 
classic  work  is  the  foundation  stone  for 
studying  19th-cen- 
tury  coin  dealers,  auc  - 
tioneers,  and  cata¬ 
logues.  279  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAD-900. 

List:  $49.50 


UNITED  STATES 
NUMISMATIC 
LITERATURE 


VOLUMt  (INC 


Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
1848-1907:  A  Master  of 
American  Sculpture 

By  Musee  des  Augustins 

Tins  hook  illustrates  the  work  of  Saint 
Gaudens,  his  home,  and  more  including 
specimens  in  the 


museum  of  the 
ANS.  215  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-601. 
List  $69.95 
Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSG-600. 
List  $49.95 


i  Saint-Gaud 


Complete  Guide  to 
Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  the  interested  collector 
needs  to  know'  about  half  dimes.  168 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

THt  COMfUETt 

Stock  No.  BBL- 105.  guidcto 

List  $29.95  LIBERTY  SEATED 

HALF  DIMES 


The  ANA  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  two-volume  book  on  the  history  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Association 
from  1891  to  date.  1,768  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound.  Stock 


No.  BAN-710. 
List  $159.00 


A  California  Gold  Rush  History 

featuring  the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America 

By  Q  David  Bowers 

Take  the  greatest  gold  coin  and  ingot 
treasure  ever  found,  the  saga  of  the  S.S. 
Central  America  and  how  the  long-lost 
ship  was  recovered, 


and  you  have  part  of 
the  thrilling  narra¬ 
tive  in  this  book. 
1,051  pages,  Pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Sunk  No. CGR-100. 
List  $199.00 


A  CALIFORNI  A 
GOLD  RUSH 
HISTORY 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


It  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 
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Collecting  Coins  and  Making 
Money,  A  Peek  at  the  19th 
Century 

Introduction  By  Q.  David  Bowers 

In  this  delightful  book  we  have  re¬ 
printed  some  of  our  favorite  articles  from 
the  19th  century.  A 
lot  of  fun,  informa¬ 
tive  reading.  192 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-401. 

List  $29.95 


Encyclopedia  of 

Automatic  Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

First  printed  in  1972,  this  hook  has 
become  the  standard  reference  on  old- 
time  automatic  music  makers.  If  you  like 
music  or  nostalgia, 


you  ll  love  this 
hook.  1,008  pages, 
illustrated.  Over 
20,000  copies  sold! 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-802. 
List  $89.95 
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The  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 

Museum  Sylloge 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

One  of  the  finest  numismatic  books  ever 
presented,  featuring  U.S.  gold  coins  from 
the  Bass  collection  as  well  as  pattern 
coins  and  paper 
money,  specifically 
the  “Educational 
Notes”  of  1896.  500 
pages,  illustrated  in 
full  color. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-148. 

List  $89.00 


Harry  w  Bass.jr. 

MUSTUMSYLKWit 


The  History  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Covers  all  American  series  from 
colonials  to  territorial  gold,  half  cents  to 
$20  gold.  Equivalent 


to  a  university  course 
in  coins.  572  pages, 
illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-130. 
List  $59.95 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 

Ai  llliMtatei  by  (tie 
Garreti  Cgllei  .HM 


More  Adventures  with  Rare  Coins 
Fifty  Favorite  Numismatic  Stories 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

You  will  read  about  Liberty  Head  nick¬ 
els,  gold  coins,  colonials,  exploits  and 
adventures,  treasures,  interesting  person¬ 
alities,  State  Reverse 
quarters,  tokens,  un¬ 
solved  mysteries,  and 
much,  much  more! 

460  pages,  Profusely 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-125A. 

List  $89.00 

The  Rare  Silver  Dollars  Dated  1804 
and  the  Exciting  Adventures  of 
Edmund  Roberts 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Take  a  ride  on  the  U.S.S.  Peacock  as 
it  delivers  the 
“King  of  Coins”  to 
the  Sultan  of  Mus¬ 
cat.  Includes  over 
100  biographies  of 
numistmatists. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-407. 

List  $69.95 


The  Treasure  Ship 
S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Chronicles  of  this  ill-fated  vessel,  its 
loss  and  recovery,  plus  stories  of  the  Gold 
Rush  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  a  history  of 
the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  416  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-406. 

List  $69.95 


U.S.  Copper  Coins: 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Inv  estor 

By  Q  David  Bowers 

All  U.S.  coppers  are  discussed  1 76 
pages,  illustrated.  _ _ 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-302. 

List  $9.95 
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United  States  Gold  Coins: 

An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  I  )a\'id  Bowers 

Tin1  definitive  work  on  American  gold 
coins.  When  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
James  Baker  wanted 
to  know  about  gold 
coins,  he  consulted 
this  hook.  Award 
winner.  415  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-1 35. 

List  $57.95 


Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  arcane,  but  fascinating  inquiry  into 
counterstamped  coins.  If  you  buy  this 
hook  and  don’t  enjoy  it,  let  Dave  know 
within  30 days, are- 
fund  will  he  sent, 
and  you  can  keep 
the  hook  free!  224 
pages,  illustrated. 
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Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-422. 
List  $49.95 
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Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  Half  Cents 
The  definitive  reference  on  half 
dated  1793-1857,  this  encyc  loped  i 
ers  their  produc¬ 
tion,  rarity,  grading, 
and  varieties.  500 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-724. 

List:  $65.00 


Walter  Breen’s 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 

The  master  source,  the  fountainhead 
of  information  gathered  over  a  long  pe¬ 
riod  of  years  By  one 
of  America’s  most 
highly  acclaimed  nu¬ 
mismatic  research¬ 
ers.  754  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-764. 

List:  $1 35.00 
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COINS 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  oe 
Early  United  States  Cents 
1793-1814 

Edited  b\  Mark  Borckardt 

Everything  you’ve  always  wanted  to 
know  about  the  large  cent  scries.  895 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999. 

List:  $89.95 
Deluxe  Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-999A. 

List:  $149.95 
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Statehood  Quarters 
Collector’s  Handbook 

By  Kenneth  Brcssctt 

Includes  a  detailed  overview  of  the 
program,  a  history  of  the  U.S.  quarter, 
designs,  and  more.  90 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-555. 

List:  $4.99 


The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of 
the  United  States,  1796-1838 

By  A.W.  Browning,  Updated  by  Walter  Breen 
Forward  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Reprint  of  early  classic.  Describes  early 
quarter  dollars  by  die 
varieties  and  charac¬ 
teristics.  The  standard 
reference  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  184  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBR-813. 

List:  $22.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popu¬ 
lar  series  by  an  acknowledged  expert 
(whose  reference  collection  we  had  the 
honor  of  showcasing 
at  auction  a  tew  years 
ago).  175  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCL-700. 

List  $24.95 


Standing 

Liberty 

Quarters 


The  Early 
Quarter  Dollars 
United  Stales 


The  Smart  Collector 

By  the  Editors  of  Com  World 

A  handy  commentary.  General  infor¬ 
mation  is  given  concerning  each  design, 
followed  by  “What 
Will  It  Cost?”  and 
“Fast  Facts”.  254 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BCW-700. 

List  $22.00 


CoinWorld  Almanac 

By  The  Editors  of  Com  World 

This  7th  edition  includes  rarities,  coin¬ 
age  laws,  market  history,  precious  metals, 
descriptions  of  mints  and  officials,  paper 
money,  grading,  mintage  figures,  and  in¬ 
vestments.  699  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  CWA-250. 

Lint  $20.00 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


It  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  oft 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  ottered  at  special  prices). 


Cherrypickers’  Guide 
To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

Fourth  Edition-Volume  I 
By  Bill  Ftvaz  and  J  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  variet¬ 
ies  of  U.S.  coins  from 
half  cents  to  jefferson 
nickels  are  described 
and  arranged  by  two  of 
the  hobby’s  most  ad¬ 
mired  figures.  422 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-950. 

List  $34.95 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 


One  of  the  greatest  American  numis¬ 
matic  books,  this  volume  appeared  in 
1875  and  has  never  been  superseded. 
Standard  reference  on  colonial,  state, 
and  early  American 
coins.  378  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated.  Durst  re¬ 
print. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BCR-271. 

List  $45.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Certified  Barber  Coinage 


By  David  and  John  Feigenbaum 

An  in-depth  survey  of  the  Mint  State 
certified  coins  of  all  three  Barber  series; 
the  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars  1892- 
1916.  160  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound.  Stock  No.  BLA-750. 


List  $35.00 


Helpful  Hints 

For  Enjoying  Coin  Collecting 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

Bill  shares  over  50  years  of  experience, 
providing  the  reader  the  information, 
advice,  and  skills 
needed  to  have  fun 
in  coin  collecting. 

120  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-120. 

List  $15.95 


United  States  Small  Cents- 
Silver  Dollars:  Significant 
Auction  Records  1995-June  2000 

Compiled  by  John  Dannreuther  &  Jeff  Garrett 
Lots  and  lots  of  data!  If  you  like  to  pore 
over  market  prices, 
numbers,  etc.,  you’ll 
be  as  happy  as  a  clam 
with  this  book!  643 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BDA-800. 

List:  $100.00 


The  Top  100  Morgan  Dollar 
Varieties:  The  VAM  Keys 

By  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D  and  Jeff  Oxman 
A  synopsis  of  the  top  1 00  most  popular 
Morgan  dollar  varieties.  Excellent  for 
those  who  wish  to  “cherrypick”  for  valu¬ 
able  die  varieties.  137 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFE-300. 

List  $24.95 
Leatherette. 

Stock  No.  BFE-301. 

List  $24.95 


The  Authoritative  Reference 
on  Three  Cent  Nickels 

By  Kevin  Flynn  and  Edward  Fletcher 

The  only  reference  available  dealing 
solely  with  this  19th  century  denomina¬ 
tion.  If  you  have  even  one  nickel  three- 
cent  piece,  this  book 
will  aid  in  your  appre¬ 
ciation  of  it.  160  pages, 
illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-300. 

List  $37.95 


America’s  Money 
America’s  Story 


By  Richard  Doty 

Experience  the  fascinating  evolution 
of  America’s  monetary  system  from  one 
of  the  most  respected  numismatic  schol¬ 
ars  in  the  world.  244 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-500. 

List  $34.95 


The  Soho  Mint  & 

the  Industrialization  of  Money 

By  Dr.  Richard  Doty 

If  you  know  about  the  Soho  Mint  then 
this  book  is  a  “must  have.”  If  you  don’t 
know  about  it,  that 
is  all  the  more  rea¬ 
son  to  order  a  copy! 

254  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BDO-505. 

List  $75.00 


Bill  Fivaz’s  Counterfeit 
Detection  Guide 

By  Bill  Fivaz 

A  handy  pocket-sized  reference,  de¬ 
signed  to  enable  you  to  recognize  genu¬ 
ine  pieces,  with  the 
potential  to  save  (or 
make)  you  money 
when  purchasing.  52 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BF1-1 15. 

List  $10.00 


Treasure  Hunting 
Liberty  Head  Nickels 


By  Kevin  Flynn 
and  Bill  Van  Note 


This  book  will  make  attribution  of 
your  Liberty  Head  nickel  varieties  a 
breeze!  130  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-301. 

List  $29.95 


TREASURE 
HUNTING 
Liberty  Head 
Nickels 


br  Kc'Ui  Flvan  and  Hill  V*i.  Note 


Cherrypickers’  Pocket  Guide, 
Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.T.  Stanton 
The  1 50  most  in¬ 
teresting  varieties  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  handy, 
spiral-bound  volume 
that  will  fit  in  a  coat 
pocket.  220  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFI-1 14. 

List  $19.95 
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The  U.S.  Rare  Coin  Handbook 
For  Collectors  and  Investors 

By  Les  &  Sue  Fox 

A  basic  guide  of  rare  United  States 
coins,  includung  the  new  state  quarters. 
Loaded  with  great  ar¬ 
ticles,  charts  and 
color  illustrations. 

2 1 6  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BFO-750. 

List  $9.95 
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Paper  Money 
op  thi  United  States 

B\  Robert  Fnei Iberg 

With  additions  and  revisions  by  Ira  S.  and 
Arthur  L  Fnedberg 
The  essential 
work  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  United 
States  currency. 

Soft  bound. 

Stock  No.  BFR-105A. 

List  $38.50 


PAPER  MONEY 

or  THE  UNITED  STATES 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

By  Brian  GreeT 

A  must-have  volume  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  Liberty  Seated  dimes.  Each 
date  and  mintmark 
is  covered,  including 
grading,  major  vari¬ 
ety  analysis,  history, 
and  scarcity. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGR-222. 

List  $36.95 


The  Neighborhood  Mint: 
DaHLONEGA  IN  THE  AGE  OF  JACKSON 

By  Sylvia  Gailey  Head'and  Elizabeth  W. 
Etheridge 

A  classic  in  the  field  of  gold  coin 
research,  this  volume 
has  ]  ust  been  reprinted 
with  the  addition  of 
new  plates  and  pho¬ 
tographs.  206  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BHE-700. 

List  $30.00 


Coin  Collecting  for  Dummies 

By  Rim  Guth 

A  great  how-to-do-it  hook !  357  pages, 
softbound,  extensively  illustrated.  A  truly 
great  basic  guide  to  buying,  selling,  trad¬ 
ing,  and  enjoying  coins,  by  a  highly  ac¬ 
complished  professional  numismatist. 

A  highly  recoin-  | - j.  m- 

mended  volume  that 
belongs  in  every  nu¬ 
mismatic  library. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BGU-108 
List  $21.99 


Coin  Collecting 

dumMieS 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael.!  H odder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  fact-filled  action  guide  to  commemo 
rative  coins.  165  pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BBM-309. 

List  $14.95 


Guide  foils, 
(-ommemorative 
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Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  hooks! 


If  your  hook  order  totals  up  to  $100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Civil  War  Tokens 
Collectors  Guide 

By  Bryun  Kansmger 

For  the  Cival  War  Token  enthusiast, 
this  new  work  will  give  valuable  back¬ 
ground  information 
and  valuations  to  as¬ 
sist  collectors  in  their 
efforts.  238  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BKA-900. 

List  $27.00 


National  Bank  Notes 
Third  Edition 
By  Don  C.  Kelly 

Don  Kelly’s  magnum  opus  about  the 
notes  issued  by  12,635  banks  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  era  1863-1035. 

Fascinating  reading,  M  ■** 
plus  “realistic  evalu- 
ations  for  all  notes  "  * 

issued  by  every 
bank.” 596 pages,  il- 
lustra ted. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BKE-650. _ 

List  $100.00  w 

The  Complete  Guide  to 
Buffalo  Nickels 

By  David  Lange 

This  2nd  edition  is  updated  with  new 
information,  has  illustrations,  prices, 
and  striking  characteristics  of  each 
issue.  198  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-106A; 

List  $36.95. 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about 
this  series.  Highly  acclaimed  and  with 
enough  information 

t.>r  two  hooks!  302  ■■■■■■■■ 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-107. 

List  $43.95 


TW  WIMfUTl  OI/IIW  TO 

LINCOLN 

CENTS 


The  Complete  Guide 
to  Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Laurence 

A  passport  for  collecting  and  enjoying 
the  series.  How*  rare  is  it?  What  are  some 
of  the  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  and  re¬ 
verse  die  ? These  ques¬ 
tions  and  more  are  an¬ 
swered  in  this  guide. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BLA-109. 

List  $29.95 


Federal  Half  Dimes  1792-1837 

By  Russell  ]  Logan  and  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  great  reference  by  two  of  numismat¬ 
ics’  most  accomplished  authors.  Packed 
with  information  on 
this  obscure  but  fasci¬ 
nating  series.  293 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRL-100. 

List  $75.00 


Federal 
Half  Dimes 
1792-1837 


Muon  s  ■  Mason  s  ■  The  Later 
Stamp  &  Coin  I  Sump  &  Coin  I  Publications  of 
Collector's  I  Collector  s  I  Locke  Mason 
MqpiM  |  MiguiH'  | 


Mason’s  Stamp 

&  Coin  Collector’s  Magazine 

First  ever  reprint  of  the  periodicals  of 
E.  Locke  Mason,  rare  coin  dealer  of 
Philadelphia 
and  Boston  in 
the  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  Great  read¬ 
ing  for  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  buff. 

Hardbound 
3  Volumes. 

Stock  No. 

BMA-600. 

List  $240-00 

The  Half 

Cent  Die  State  Book  1793-1857 

By  Ronald  P  Manley,  Ph  D 

A  comprehensive  study  of  half  cent 
die  varieties  discussing  identification, 
chronology,  and 
rarity.  300  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-850. 

List  $75.00 


The  Error  Coin  Enc  yclopedia 

B>  Arnold  MntjpijiY  and  Ftcd  \X  Vin/vrjj 

Tins  is  a  splendid  hook,  indeed  defiru 
titv.  Descriptions,  illustrations, and  other 
information  about  the  “mistakes"  made 
during  the  coinage 
process.  456  pages,  il-  i 

lustrated  * 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BMA-762. 

List  $39.95 


The  Gobrecht  Journal, 
Collective  Vol.  4 

Edited  by  Dr  John  W.  McCloskey 
A  collection  of  articles  from 
recent  years  from  the  journal  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club.  Full  of  research  informa¬ 
tion,  market  data,  collecting  in¬ 
sights,  and  more.  600  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BGO-300. 

List  $44.00 


United  States  Numismatic 
Auction  Catalogues  1 990-2000 

compiled  by  Karl  Moulton 

Lists  the  auction  catalogues,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pages  and  the  number  of  lots,  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  vari¬ 


ous  United  States 
auction  houses,  a 
dandy  guide  to  w'hat 
is  “out  there.”  60 
pages. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BMO-400. 
List  price  $29.95. 


UNITED  STATES 

NUMISMATIC 

AUCTION 

CATALOGUES 


The  Medallic  Work  of  John 
Adams  Bolen,  Die  Sinker  &c. 

by  Neil  E  Musante 

One  of  the  finest  books  ever  published 
on  any  specialized  token  or  medal  series. 

This  biographical _ ... 

sketch  and  numis¬ 
matic  catalogue  of  his  ”■*.  „.  _ 
work  is  artfully  writ¬ 
ten  and  beautifully  il-  , \ 
lustrated.  350  pages. 

Hardbound.  "» » 

Stock  No.  BMU-925. 

List  price  $65. 

United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period 
312  pages,  illustrated  w  ith  line  cuts 
Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-79K. 

List  $50.00 
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U.S.  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues 

By  Andrew  W  PolUklll 
Foreword  try  Q  David  Bowers 

Standard  work  on  the  series,  with  much 
information,  price  data,  etc.,  not  avail¬ 
able  in  any  other 
volume.  Award  w  in¬ 
ner.  A  must  for  ev¬ 
ery  advanced  li¬ 
brary.  524  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.BPO-lOO. 

List  $79.00 

The  Early  Paper  Money 
of  America 

By  Eric  P  Newman 

The  source  for  early  American  paper 
money  collectors  including  comprehen¬ 
sive  information  on 
every  issue.  480 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BNE-500. 

List  $75.00 
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California  Coiners  and  Assayers 

By  Dan  Owens 

A  wealth  of  information  relating  to 
coining  in  California  from  1848-1863, 
including  bars  recovered  from  The  S.S. 
Central  America.  448 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOW-800. 

List  $49.95 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  A!  C.  Overton 
Edited  by  Don  Parsley 

The  standard  reference  on  the  series,  a 
“must-have”  book. 

Photographs  of  die 
varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters.  710  pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BOV- 100. 

List  $59.95 
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If  your  hook  order  totals  up  to  $  100  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


History  Comes  to  Life:  Collecting 
Historical  Letters  and  Documents 


‘jUtr 

Ui  w 


by  Kenneth  W.  Rendell 

Written  by  one  of  the  most  highly 
acclaimed  autograph  dealers  and  experts 
the  world  has  ever  ■■■■■■■ 
known,  this  book 
makes  dandy  read¬ 
ing  for  anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  history. 

279  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRE-1 13. 

List:  $29.95 
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Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide 
by  the  ANA.  Tidbit:  At  one  time  this 
was  the  most-requested  book  in  the  De¬ 
troit  Public  Library 
system.  It  is  true! 

Now  in  its  18th  edi¬ 
tion,  224  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-414. 

List  $12.95 


Medallic  Portraits 
of  Washington 


By  Russell  Rulau  &  George  Fuld 

This  second  edition  covers  Washing¬ 
ton  coins,  medals,  tokens,  plaques,  and 
badges  issued  from  1783  to  present,  with 
photos,  descriptions, 
and  pricing  in  three 
grades.  432  pages,  ill. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-555. 

List  $34.95 


Standard  Catalog 
of  U.S.  Tokens  1700-1900 


By  Russell  Rulau 

Contains  thousands  of  listings  and  pho¬ 
tographs,  rarity  ratings,  and  just  about 
everything  else  you 
need  to  know  to  buy, 
sell,  collect,  enjoy, 
and  appreciate 
United  States  to¬ 
kens. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRU-725. 

List  $47.95  SZAZX 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst,  the 
first  in  the  American  series  to  combine 
detailed  numismatic  die  descriptions  with 
history,  collecting  in¬ 
formation,  and  opin¬ 
ions,  a  delightful  mix¬ 
ture.  340  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BSH-100. 

List  $50.00 


The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  1,  1856-1858 

by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Definitive  for  1856-8  Flying  Eagle 
cents,  including  the 
famous  1856,  PLUS 
pattern  Indian 
cents  and  other  pat¬ 
terns  of  1858.  128 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  501. 

List:  $24.50 


United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  (linger  Rapsus 

This  interesting  study  discusses  the 
end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composition  of 
the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage 
figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates.  174  pages, 
illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRA-5 1 1 . 

List  $  1 2.95 


Standard  Catalog 

of  Hard  Times  Tokens  1832-1844 

By  Russell  Rulau 

The  standard  authority  on  the  title 
subject.  Lots  of  history,  full  pricing,  and 
more,  for  this  fascinating  series!  2 1 8  pages. 

Softbound.  . I  Ml*  a,  ai  H 

Stock  No.  BRU-950.  HARD  ~ 

List  $29.95  TIMES 

TOKENS 
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The  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cent 
Attribution  Guide:  2nd  edition, 
Volume  6,  1900-1909 


by  Richard  E.  Snow 

Great  guide  to  repunched  dates  and 
other  interesting  va¬ 
rieties  in  this  highly 
affordable  section  of 
the  Indian  cent  se¬ 
ries.  Over  1 00  pages, 
ill. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSN  506. 

List:  $18.00 
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U.S.  Error  Note  Encyclopedia 

By  Stephen  M  Sullivan 

This  hixik  illustrates  many  different 
types  of  currency  errors.  A  great  guide  for 
answering  frequently  asked  questions 
about  currency  errors 
and  giving  a  view  of 
market  values.  431 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiral  bound. 

Stock  No.  BSU-300. 

List  $32.00 


Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Silver 
&  Gold  Commemorative  Coins 
1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

An  updated  version  of  this  well-known 
and  highly  regarded 
classic.  386  pages,  il 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BSW-742. 

List  $29.95 


United  States  Ten  Dollar 
Gold  Eagles  1795-1804 

By  Anthony  J.  Taraszka 

The  first  sytematic  compilation  of 
photographs  and  detailed  descriptions  of 
the  known  eagle  die 
marriages.  84  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-900. 

List  $69.95 


The  Standard  Guide 
to  the  Lincoln  Cent 


By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 


This  fourth  edition  is  packed  with 
new,  updated  information  on  every  coin 
in  the  series.  Over 
300  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTA-404. 

List  $24.95 


Coin  Lore 

By  Gerald  Tebbens 

Collected  essays  by  this  popular  Coin 
Lore  columnist.  Easy,  informative  read¬ 
ing  on  about  as  many  various  subjects  as 
there  are  chapters  in 
the  book:  42.  224 
pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTE-800. 

List  $22.00 
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Tin  Complete  Guide 
to  Franki  in  Hale  Dollars 

By  Rick  Tomaska 

The  first  book  devoted  solely  to  the 
Franklin  halt  dollar 
series.  Includes  date- 
hy-date  analysis, 
plus  grading  infor¬ 
mation,  rarity  esti¬ 
mates,  and  more. 

240  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Soft  hound. 

Stock  No.  BTO-IOO. 

List  $19.95 

Official  Guide  to  Coin  Grading 
and  Counterfeit  Detection 

Edited  by  Scut t  A.  Travers 
Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Explains  and  illustrates  the  standards 
for  grading  Mint  State  coins,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  counterfeits, 
forgery,  cleaning,  and 
more.  324  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BRH-200. 

List  $29.95 


Scott  Travers’ 

Top  88  Coins  Qver  $100 

Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  draws  a  roadmap  detailing 
both  the  hits  and  the  misses — the  coins 
that,  in  his  opinion, 
represent  good  values 
or  that  you  should 
steer  clear  of.  134 
pages,  illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BTR-950. 

List  $11.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog 
and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  & 

A.  George  M allis 

A  brand  new  edition  of  this  popular 
book.  534  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BVA-710. 

List  $79.95 


Crime  of  1873-The  Comstock 
Connection 

By  Robert  Van  Ryrin 

Takes  you  through  this  pivotal  epoch 
in  western  history — life  in  the  silver 
mines  of  Nevada’s  __ 

CRIME 
1873 

■raEES 


Comstock  Lode, 
the  minting  of  the 
popular  Carson 
City  dollars,  and 
much  more.  300 
pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound. 

Stoc k  No.  BVA-980. 
Lm  $54.95 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


If  your  kxtk  order  totals  up  to  $  1 00  in  list  prices,  take  a  10%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
( Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


The  Best  of  the  Jefferson  Nickel 
Doubled  Die  Varieties 

Second  Edition 

by  John  A.  Wexler  and  Brian  A.  Ribar 

Extensively  illustrated  as  a  definitive 
work  on  this  topic  should  be.  All  varieties 
are  featured  with  value 
information  as  well. 

264  pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-875. 

List  price  $38.95 


THE  BLJ.T  OF  THE 

JFFFFRSONNICKEI. 
DOUBLED  DHL  VARIETIES 

IMU 


The  Best  of  The  Washington 
Quarter  Doubled  Die  Varieties 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

Features  139  of  the  most  desirable 
Washington  quarter  doubled  dies  with 
detailed  descriptions,  cross-reference  in¬ 
formation,  values, 
rarity,  and  more.  186 
pages,  illustrated. 


Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWE-825. 
List  $39.95 


Treasure  Hunting 
Mercury  Dimes 

By  John  A.  Wexler  &  Kevin  Flynn 

The  first  reference  available  covering 
a  sizable  number  of  Mercury  dime  variet¬ 
ies.  Divided  into  three  important  sec¬ 
tions  with  value 
charts  for  all  varieties 
covered.  120  pages,  il¬ 
lustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BFL-302. 

List  $29.95 


The  Kennedy  Half  Dollar  Book 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph  D. 

Covers  hundreds  of  die  varieties,  in¬ 
cluding  repunched  mintmarks,  die  modi¬ 
fications,  major  die  breaks,  pricing  and 
rarity,  plus  helpful  h  ints  for  cherry  picking. 
316  pages,  ill. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-202. 

List  $40.00 


Numismatist’s 

“Companion” 

Books 

Each  book  in  the 
“Companion”  series  is 
edited  by  QDB  and 
contains  interesting 
articles  by  various  au¬ 
thors.  Delightful  and 
informative  reading. 
Softbound,  5-1/2  by 
8-1/2  inches. 

Numismatist’s 
Countryside 
Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-207. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 
Bedside 
Companion 
Stock  No.  BBM-200. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Downtown 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-208. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Lakeside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-202. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Topside 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-209. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Traveling 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BBM-210. 
List  $12.95 

Numismatist’s 

Weekend 

Companion 

Stock  No.  BRM-206. 
List  $12.95 
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Publications  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 

From  the  illustrious  series  of  mono¬ 
graphs  relating  to  the  “Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference”  held  each  year  in 
New  \  ork  (  ,ity  by  the  ANS,  each  vi >lumc 
is  superb,  contains  the  work  of  many 
authors,  is  excellently  illustrated,  and 
will  he  a  fine  addition  to  any  library. 

Americ  a's  Silver 
Coinage  1794-1891 
Cloth  hardbound,  210 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-210. 

List  $15.00 

America’s  Silver 
Dollars 

Edited  by  John  M.  k’leeberg 
Cloth  hardbound,  127 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-211. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Gold 
Coinage 

Edited  by  Willkim  E.  Metcalf 
Cloth  hardbound,  132 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-212. 

List  $15.00 

The  Token: 

America’s  Other 
Money 

Edited  by  Richard  G.  Doty 
Cloth  hardbound,  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-213. 

List  $25.00 

Coinage  of  the 
American  Confedera¬ 
tion  Period 
Edited  by  Philip  L.  Mossman 
Cloth  hardbound,  346 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-214. 

List  $25.00 

America’s  Large  Cent 
Edited  by  John  M .  Kleeberg 
Cloth  hardbound.  19C  ’ 
pages,  illustrated.  .  'K  T2F' 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BAN-21 5. 

List  $25.00 

Money  of  the  American  Colonies 
and  Confederation 

By  Philip  L.  Mossman 

A  superb  study,  separately  published 
by  the  ANS,  and  an  ideal  companion  to 
Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s 
Early  Coins  of 
America.  312  pages, 
illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stoc  k  No.  BMO-200. 

List  $100.00 
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The  Washington  Quarter 
Dollar  Book:  An  Attribution 
and  Pricing  Guide 

By  Junk’s  \X  ih?s,  Ph.L). 

An  must  tor  the  specialist  and  the 
serious  or  beginning  variety  collector. 
Each  variety  is  listed 
with  all  you  need  for 
enjoyable  and  accu¬ 
rate  attribution.  240 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-400. 

List  $40.00 


If  your  book  order  totals  up  to  $  1 00  in  list  prices,  take  a  1 0%  discount  off 
the  entire  amount.  If  your  order  totals  over  $100,  take  a  20%  discount 
(Discounts  do  not  apply  to  merchandise  already  offered  at  special  prices). 


Take  advantage  of  our  special  discounts  on  ALL  books! 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

A  Collectors  Unit'ersajtUBMjjH 

P.O.  Box  1224  ^ 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll  Free:  1  -80Q-4 58-4646 
In  New  Hampshire:  569-5095 

Fax:  1-603-569-5319 

Visit  us  on  the 
worldwide  web  at 
www.bowersandmerena.com 


The  Washington  Quarter  Dollar 
Book:  An  Attribution  and  Pricing 
Guide,  Volume  II,  1942-1944 

By  James  Wiles,  Ph.D. 

Points  out  technical  die  varieties  (some 
of  which  can  be  rare,  valuable,  or  both) 
to  be  found  on  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters  of  the 
three  dates.  243 
pages,  illustrated. 

Spiralbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-401. 

List  $39.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  Charlotte  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

A  new  edition  based  on  research  Doug 
Winter  has  done  since  the  first  edition 
was  published.  Mintage,  rarity  ratings, 
strike  information,  sur¬ 
faces,  lustre,  die  variet¬ 
ies,  and  more.  220 
pages,  illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-819.  List 
$35.00 


Gold  Coins 

of  the  Dahlonega  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter 

Focuses  on  gold  coins  struck  at  the 
Dahlonega  Mint,  including  availability 
and  commentary  re¬ 
lated  to  striking  and 
die  characteristics. 

250  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BW1-818. 

List  $25.00 


John  Reich 

a  numismatic  biography 
by  Stewart  Witham 

An  illustrated  biography  which  makes 
John  Reich,  designer 
of  the  1807  Capped 
Bust  coinage,  come 
alive.  48  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

Softbound. 

Stock  No.  BWI-900. 

List  $12.95 


JOHANN  M AT1H A  US  KE1CII 


Alto  know/t  At 
JOHN  RF.ICII 


Bowers  and  Merena’s  Little  Editions 

A  series  of  monographs  on  a  variety  of  coin- 
related  topics,  from  famous  figures,  studies  on 
popular  series  to  investigative  reports. 


A  Curious  Thievery  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint 
By  A.L.  Drummond 
Stock  No.  BLE-501. 

List  $5.95 

A  Review  of  the 
Commemorative  Coin 
Market 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-502. 

List  $5.95 

The  Curious  Case  of 
the  Coin  Collectors 
Kline 

By  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  N LG 

Stock  No.  BLE-503. 

List  $5.95 

Woodward’s  Sale  of 
the  John  F.  McCoy 
Collection 
By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Stock  No.  BLE-504. 


A  Curious 
HwYm  at  the 
l>lulatkl|>h«cv 
Mint 


List  $5.95 


Something  Different! 


For  your  listening  pleasure  we  offer 
you  An  Evening  at  the  Home  of  Cecil  B. 
DeMille,  a  two-CD  set  recorded  by  Joe 
Cimino  featuring  melodies  on  the 
"Mighty  Wurlitzer"  theatre  pipe  organ 
owned  by  Dave  Bowers.  We  guarantee 
you  the  best  part  of  two  hours  of  fun 
and  enjoyment  with  this  purchase. 


Stock  No.  BCD-1. 
List  $24.95 


Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through  Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance,  use 
our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American  Express 
(send  all  information  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank,  and  be  sure 
to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices,  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier). 

It  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same  type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then 
send  a  coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $  5  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders  under  $500.  Orders 
will  be  sent  insured,  either  through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been  previously  established.  Interest 
will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts  at  the  rate  of  1%  per  month  (12%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before 
1  p.m.  Eastern  time.  Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  Discover/Novus  or  American 
Express;  or  if  you  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval.  We  will  need  your 
street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal  Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on 
request )  for  coin  orders  of  $  500  or  more;  j  ust  $  1 0  for  orders  under  $  500.  Ask  about  our  rates 
for  express  book  shipping. 

5.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  wirhm  10  days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have 
a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7|  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transac¬ 
ts  >n ,,  convent  it  >n  or  other  in-person  sales,  or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated,  for 
which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be 
returned  untumpered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Gr  «ling  i  i  subjective  description  thur  represents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the 
rate  1 4  pre-crvatii  mot  a  panic  ular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  numerical 


descriptions  of  coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an 
attribution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the 
interpretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  from  1953)  that  our  conservative  grading  and  reasonable 
prices  have  pleased  countless  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today.  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  is  a  Collectors  Universe  company,  as  is  PCGS. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for 
a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979 
and  president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities.  We  do 
attend  certain  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject 
of  interest  to  you. 

8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning  the 
investment  performance,  quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin,  or  its  price  in  the  future. 
Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  interpretations 
may  change  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue, 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

10.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have  made  an 
effort  to  avoid  typographical  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 
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Dave's  Gold  Rush  Book 
A  Double  Award  Winner 

A  California  Gold  Rush  History  takes  NLG  &  PNG  top  book  adwards 


cjh 

(jJ1 


At  the  recent  American  Numismatic  Association  Convention, 

Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  A  California  Gold  Rush  History  featuring 
the  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America ,  completely  swept  the 
field  for  awards — taking  away  the  Robert  Friedberg  Award,  the 
highest  literary  award  given  by  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild,  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  given  by  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild. 

Dave  is  shown  to  the  right,  holding  the  two  awards.  Next  to 
him  is  Jennifer  Meers  holding  a  copy  of  the  book  itself,  as  it  is  so 
heavy  (about  1 1  pounds!)  that  Dave  could  not  hold  it  and  both 
awards  comfortably! 

As  we  go  to  press,  of  the  approximately  5,000  copies  printed, 
only  about  1,500  remain.  No  more  will  ever  be  printed  with  this 
deluxe  bidding  and  in  this  format.  We  invite  you  to  order  your 
own  personal  copy.  We  absolutely  guarantee  that  you  will  find  it 
to  be  one  of  the  most  interesting,  numismatically  informative,  and 
exciting  books  you’ve  ever  read — or  your  money  back! 

The  judges  from  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  and  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  saw  this  book  and  were  thrilled  with 
it!  You  will  be,  too! 

Here  is  a  summary  of  the  book: 

Length:  1,051  pages. 

High  quality  glossy  paper. 

Full  color  throughout  the  book — including  gold  coins  and  ingots. 
Large  format  pages. 

Beautiful  hardbound  quality. 

Fully  annotated  and  indexed. 

Comprehensive  information  concerning 
private  and  federal  gold  coins  of  the  era. 

Details  on  mints  and  assay  offices. 

Much  information  never  before  available  in  t 

Am 

a  single  volume.  Am\ 

Produced  at  an  expense  involving  nearly 
$500,000  in  research  and  preparation. 


* 
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A  CALIFORNIA 
GOLD  RUSH 
HISTORY 


fauunnt)  the 
trcasun  from  tin 
S.S  (sntral  America 


bi  Q.  David  Bowm.v 


An  unsurpassed,  unequalled  “grand”  book  you  will  trea 
sure  forever! 
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